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PREFACE 
To the First edition 


Ahmadi Muslims is a brief historical outline of Ahmadi 
Muslims, of how they arose as a denomination, with what 
aims, how they conceive and carry out their work for and 
on behalf of Islam, and with what results. 


Since their founder Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 
(on whom peace) announced his claim to be the Messials 
and Mahdi of the prophecies handed down in the Islamic 
traditions and especially since and the year happens to be 
1889 —he began to affiliate members for the furtherance of 
his heaven-ordained work and aims by Bai’at (formal 
declaration) on his hand, the Movement has come to have 
an identity and personality of its own, This identity and 
personality has been only more and more clearly defined 
by a succession of three Caliphs or Khalifas, to use the 
Islamic Quranic phrase viz. al-Haj Hazrat Maulana Nur 
ud-Din (d. 1914), al-Haj Hazrat Mirza Bashir-ud-Din 
Mahmud Ahmab (d 1965) and Hazrat Hafiz Mirza Nasir 
Ahmad (b. 1909). The Movement has spread to more and 
more places and centres in different parts of the world. 
It is not confined to the Pakistan-India sub-continent but 
has adherents and community centres in Europe (Westera 
Europe at present), U.S.A., West and East Africa, the 
Indonesian archipelago, South-East Asian countries, Islands 
dn the Indian Ocean (including Sri Lanka) and places im 
South America, 


What their faith isand how they get about teaching 
and transmitting it to others is here described in only 
104 pages, 


as Li 
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A brief account like the present does not exist in any 
language at present, not even in Urdu which is the language 
in which the original literature of the Movement exists and 
continues to be produced. A small book in Urdu by Sheikh 
Khurshid Abmad brings the story down to 1960s and the 
present one in English brings it down to 1975. We first 
designed it as a reader for school going girls, but as the 
author Mr. Nur-ud-Din Muneer set about it, we found 
that the account could be suitable not only for school- 
going boys and girls but also for adults of all ages and im 
all parts of the world, who are curious to know—in bare 
outtine—the story of the Movement as it has unfolded 
itself until today, 


Mr. Nur-ud-Din Muneer has himself worked as a 
missionary of the Movement in East Africa and is now a 
recently retired official of the Tabshir Department at 
Rabwah concerned almost wholly with our missions abroad. 
Naturally, he has to rely on the historical account already 
existing: these include Sheikh Khurshid Ahmad’s little book 
already mentioned and the massive and indispensable series 
of volumes being produced by Maulana Dost Muhammad 
Shahid, called Tarikh Ahmadiyyat History of Amadiyyat) 
and the old files of Community newspapers, especially the 
Al-Fazal. 


I hope that this little contribution by the Lajna Tmaillah 
(Association of the Women Servants of Allah) will be wel- 
comed by all and that Almighty Allah will bless our modest 
effort by His Gracious acceptance. It is possible this little 
historical outline may be turned into other languages. One 
or two things emerge clearly from this account. The 
Ahmadiyya is not a new religion : it is the name of a group 
of Muslims who have gathered round a master whom they 
recognise as the Messiah and Mahdi of the prophecies and 
who himself assumed and dearly loved the name Ahmad as 
the second of the two names Muhammad and Ahmad, by 
which Holy Prophet (on whom be peace and the choicest 
blessings of God) is known, Ahmadi Muslims work for 
Islam, interpret this Jast and umiversal message of God to 
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mankind in accordance with original and recognised canons: 
of the faith and try to further its spread everywhere to 
promote peace and spiritual progress among all mankind, 
white, black, brown, yellow. Ahmadi method is argument,. 
from common understanding, from recognised doctors and. 
so on, Ahmadi Muslims have nothing to do with politics. 
They believe in loyalty to their respective administrations, 
to the United Nations to live in peace by the rule of Jaw 
and to seek social change by change in law. 


Méaryam Siddiga 
President, 
Central Lajna Imaillah 
Central Association of Ahmadi Women) 


Rabwah (Pakistan) 
November 1975. 
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Preface to the Second Edition 


«Ahmadi Muslims” was first published in 1975. Since 
then many significant events have occurred. Our third 
Khalifa, Hazrat Mirza Nasir Ahmad died on June 10 and 
in his place Hazrat Mirza Tahir Ahmad was elected as our 
fourth Khalifa. 


During his caliphate of 17 years, Hazrat Mirza Nasir 
Ahmad gave a very strong impetus to our world-wide mis- 
sionary, educational and welfare activities. Many new 
missions, schools and hospitals were established and Quran 
translations placed in numerous hotels and libraries. 


New mosques were built in Europe and Africa and the 
Basharat Mosque which he conceived and built in Spain 
would ever remain a shining monument to his determined 
service of Islam. 


Spain had ousted Islam from its realms some seven 
centuries back. Since then it had not allowed it to re-enter 
its dominions. For 10 long years Hazrat Khalifatul Masih 
III struggled hard to get some hold on its soil but im vain. 
However, he did not lose heart and in consequence of his 
determined efforts and fervent prayers all obstacles were 
removed. The Government of Spain acquiesced to his wishes 
and so the Basharat Mosque was built in Pedro Abad, some 
35 kilometers from the famous Cordova. He was to inaugu- 
rate the new mosque on September 10, 1982 but death 
adhiaks The ceremony was performed by our fourth 
Khalifa. 


His loss overwhelmed us with grief. But our Allah, 
our Gracious Lord again came to our rescue and united us 
on the hands of our new Khalifa. 
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Hazrat Mirza Tahir Ahmad, the fourth Successor of 
the Promised Messiah (peace on him), by the Grace of God, 
by his new schemes, his vigorous ideas and mighty drive is 
taking the Jamaat swiftly towards winning new lands and 
new glories for Islam. 


There are many more events of great import for our 
Movement, which have taken place since the publication of 
the first edition of this booklet and it was felt that its new 
edition should be made. So Maulawi Nur-ud-Din Muneer, 
who wrote it initially has re-ccomposed it incorporating in it 
as much material as was necessary for this brief narrative. 
I commend it to my sisters and brothers and hope # will 
prove useful for them. 


Maryam Fa Wee 7 
President, 
Rabwah (Pakistan) Central Lajna Imaiflah 
June, 1983. (Central Association of Ahmadi Women) 
: 
‘ 
| ‘ 
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A Note on Lajna Imaillah 


Lajna Imaillah is an international Association of 
Ahmadi women. Its headquarters are at Rabwah, Pakistan, 
from where it controls hundreds of its branches spread alk 
over the world. It was founded by the Promised Messiah’s. 
Second Successor in December 1922 and since then it 1s. 
working determinedly to animate Ahmadi women with love- 
of Allah and to work resolutely for the revival of Islam. 


Its beginning was very small and it had a very limited 
membership at its inception. Now by the grace and mercy 
of Almighty Allah it has become a world-wide institution. 
The fervent prayers, untiring efforts and invaluable guid-- 
ance of its pioneer executives have contributed largely to-- 
wards its progress. Their names, reproduced below, will 
ever shine in its annals. 


Hazrat Sayyida Nusrat Jahan (the holy spouse of the 
Promised Messiah); Hazrat Sayyida Nawwab Mubarka. 
Begum (an illustrious daughter of the Promised Messiah) ; 
Hazrat Sayyida Umme Nasir (mother of our third Khalifa) ;: 
Hazrat Sayyida Amat al-Hayyi; Hazrat Sayyida Sara. 
Begum ; Hazrat Sayyida Umme Daud; Hazrat Sayyida. 
Umme Tahir (mother of our present Khalifa). This was a. 
galaxy of Lajna’s patrons under whose care it thrived bris- 
kly. May their souls rest in peace. 


Lajna’s present President is Hazrat Sayyida Maryam: 
Siddiqa (widow of the Promised Messiah’s second Succes- 
sor). Since 1956, when she was first elected to this post,. 
she is serving Lajna dynamically and making it work hard. 
for the glory of Islam. She has indeed put a new life into 
Ahmadi women. 
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Lajna’s Objects. 


Lajna’s primary objects as defined by its founder are 
as follows : 


To educate and discipline Ahmadi women in living 
their lives according to the teachings of Islam. 


To prepare them to serve their fellow beings lovingly, 
and to preach Islam in the best manner possible. 


To prompt them to instruct, guide and train their- 
children in the precepts and practices of Islam so that when, 
they grow up they are able to practice it faithfully and, 
work for“its progress watchfully. 


To promote in Ahmadi women such a spirit of sacrifice- 
as to keep them ever ready for offering their lives, proper- 
ties and their children in the cause of Islam and for the pre-. 
servation and continuance of Ahmadiyya Khilafat. 


Its Achievements. 


Foremost among its achievements is its organising more: 
than 600 branches in various parts of the world. These 
branches, by promoting co-operation and team work among. 
its members are endeavouring energetically to realise Lajna’s. 
objectives, also to introduce Ahmadiyyat as widely as. 
possible. 


Lajna has also contributed large sums of monsy to-. 
wards building of mosques and publication of Quran trans- 
lations. The Fazl mosque in London, the Mubarak mosque- 
in the Hague, Holland, and the Nusrat Jahan mosque in. 
Copenhagen, Denmark were all built exclusively by its. 
contributions. 


Besides, Lajna has done substantial work in providing. 
religious and technical education to women. It is running: 
a good number of schools and academies for this purpose 
in different parts of the world and it hag published a lot off 
books relating to women’s education. ; 


Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad _ 
the Promised Messiah and Mehdt 


(May peace be on him) 


CHAPTER I 


froduction. 


The Ahmadiyya Movement was founded in 1889. 
pple began to join the great missionary effort on behalf 
Islam initiated by the founder Hazrat Mirza Ghulam 
ad, the Messiah and Mehdi promised in Islam for our 


In less than 100 years the Movement has created 
Slamic centres—mosques, mission-houses—in nearly all 
warts of the world, in addition; schools and hospitals 
fherever possible. The work keeps expanding. Ahmadi 
luslims believe that Islam will, live again: its major 
mstrument, translations and explanations OP"th® “Holy 
Moran in the languages of the world. Through renewed 
th and insight they hope to convert the world to Islam. 


Jt may take time but it must come to pass. “The 
essiah has prophesied in no unmistakable terms : 


“O mankind ! hearken, this.is the prophecy of God 
'Who made the Heavens and the Earth. He will 
spread this movement in all the countries and will 
give it supremacy over all through reason and 
argument. Remember, no one will descend from 
heaven. All our opponents who are living at 
present will die and not one of them will see Jesus, 
son of Mary, descend from the sky and then their 
children who survive will also pass away and none 
of them will see Jesus, son of Mary, coming down 
from heaven. Generations will also perish but they 
will not see the son of Mary descend from heaven. 
Then will God create restlessness in their hearts :, that 
the day of the glory of the Cross, they will say, has 
passed away and the world has taken another turn, 
be 
1 
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but Jesus, son of Mary, has still not come down from 
heaven. Then all the wise people will discard this 
belief and the third century from today will not have 
completed when all those who have been waiting for 
Tesus, both Muslims and Christians, will despair of hig 
coming and, entertain misgivings and shall give up 
their belief and there will be only one Faith in the 
world and one preceptor. I came only to sow the 
seed. That seed has been sown by my hand. It wilh 
now grow and blossom forth and nobody dare retard 
its growth.” (Tazkira-tush-Shahadatain). 


The Founder 


The name of the Founder of our Movement was Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmad. His father’s name was Mirza Ghulam 
Murtaza, his grandfather’s Mirza Ata Muhammad and his 
great grandfather’s Mirza Gul Muhammad. His mother’s 
name was Chiragh Bibi. 


They came of a noble Persian tribe:‘known as Barlas, 
known in India as Mughals. The Messiah denied his 
Mughal origin. He claimed Persian descent. The epithet 
Mirza is Persian and denotes noble birth. 


One of his ancestors, Mirza Hadi Beg, left his home in 
Samarqand, Persia, with 200 followers and entered India in 
the year 1530 A.D. Mughal conqueror Babar was at this 
time emperor of India. Mirza Hadi Beg settled with his 
companions near the River Beas and founded a village by 
the name of Islampur. It came to be known as Islampur 
Qazi Majhi. After some time the names ‘“Islampur” and 
“Majhi’ became dropped. People called it only Qazi 
which soon became ‘‘Qadi” and ‘‘Qadi®* became Qadian, 
the ending—an becomes the usual ending for place names ia 
the Punjab. Sy 


Qadian is situated in the Gurdaspur district of East 
(now Sndian) Punjab, some 70 miles from Lahore to the 
north east. This is the place where the Promised Messiah 
was ahi where he passed his life and where he lies 
buried, 


s During the Mughal reign in India, the Promised 
jiah’s ancestors held responsible posts at the royal 
ft. When the Mughals declined his forbears ruled 
dependently over a territory extending to about 60 miles 
Ound Qadian. When, however, Sikhs became ascendant 
{the Punjab, they ousted his forefathers from their estate 

apelling them to take refuge with their Sikh friends in 
purthala where they stayed for 16 years. 


When Maharaja Ranjit Singh came into power, his 
@Mcestors returned to Qadian. Shortly after, the British 
Government in India annexed the territory to its dominions 
and confiscated the Qadian estate. The family was granted 
Proprietory rights only over Qadian and afew adjacent 
Willages. : TaVnTO nh ie 


irth and education 


Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad was born on February 
13, 1835 at Qadian. It was Friday night and the time was 
ajar, early morning. It was a twin birth. The twim 
sister died shortly after birth. When he was six or seven 
Years old a tutor was engaged for him. He learnt to read. 
He read the Holy Quran and also a few books in Persian. 
Later, two more tutors taught him Arabic and Persian. 
He also read books on ancient Greek medicine from his 
father who was a reputed practising physician. This tuition 
- amounted to a rudimentary knowledge of Arabic and Per- 
sian. But he had a passion for learning. From early years 
he engrossed himself in the study of the Holy Quran and 
other books. From his writings and literary accomplish- 
ments which came later, it is obvious that all his education 
was self-education. Or, more properly, it was education 
by God. ‘ 


Childhood. 


He lived a simple life ag a child. Unlike other’ 
members of the family he would not engage in any vain 
pursuits. However, he was fond of swimming and horse- 
riding in which he did very well. His simplicity, purity of 


a 
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thought and action, impressed the eldérs deeply. Once 
when he was a mere child, saintly person, Ghulam Rasut 
by name, patted him lovingly and said he was like the 
prophets of old. 


First Marriage. 


When he was 15 or 16 years old, he got married to a 
cousin, Hurmat Bibi, daughter of his maternal uncle. 
She bore him two sons, Mirza Sultan Ahmad who 
lived to old age and Mirza Fazal Ahmad who died 


young. 


Even when married, he spent most of his time in seclu- 
sion, in prayer and meditation. His father wanted him to 
obtain some lucrative post and add to the family income. 
He did not relish worldly goods. In deference to his 
father’s wishes he managed the family estate for some time. 
From 1864 to 1868 he even held a government post at 
Sialkot. But his heart was not in these things. All his 
spare time was given to worship, to reading, and to debat- 
ing, especially with Christian. missionaries about Islam. 


Mother Dies. he 


In 1868, as desired by his father, he resigned his 
government post and came back to Qadian. His mother 
died in this year. He bore the loss with great patience. 


A revelation. 


Sometime in 1868 some one took him to Batala to 
debate— according to custom—with Maylawi Muhammad 
Hussain, a respected spokesman of the Ahli-Hadith sect in 
{slam, then ridiculed and persecuted by other Muslims. 


The man who took him to Batala wanted him to dis- 
prove Maulawi Muhammad Husain’s beliefs. A crowd 
gathered to watch the debate, Maulwi Sahib read out his 
beliefs. Hazrat Mirza Sahib declared them to be truly 
Islamic beliefs and gefused to haye apy argument with him.. 
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people who had gathered there to make fun of. 
wi Sahib were disappointed. They remonstrated with 
for putting them to shame. The Messiah told them 
what he had done was for the sake of God, not for 
sake. Neither for applause nor out of fear. Pleased 
the Promised Messiah, God Almighty spoke to him 
said, 


“God is pleased with thee on this deed. He will 
reward thee with great blessings; kings will seek 
blessings from thy clothes.” (Barahin-i-Ahmadiyya. 
Vol. IV, p. 520). 


ing and education. 


. . oe 
» In 1875 or 1876, receiving word. from..God. he fasted 
eight or nine months: coffinuously. \He seduced. hi 
ily food gradually to a few ounces and kept lost im 
itation and prayers> God blessed him with insight ; into 
iritual secrets, alsOc with visions in which he met many 
prophets and sarhts. he - 


, ‘ iw iM 
Gli: ; of H 
r dies. mi id 
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_ In 1876 his father died. As all néeds Were met by 
am, he felt anxious about the future. But a revelation 
shed across his mind and allayed his fears; . 


Ode SE; al poll 


“Ys not God sufficient for His servant?’ As promised 
in this revelation, God Almighty came to his succour at 
every turn in his life and relieved him at every time of 
need. 


After his father di 
Qadir managed the 


his elder brother, Mipza Ghulam 
hily estates. Had he wished he 
would have obtained eof the family property and 
lived in comfort. But hé had no such wish. Whatever his 
brother doled out to him he would accept contentedly. It 
was very hard for him. For the allowance was meagre, not 
enough to meet even his plain day to day needs. But he 
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bore all this cheerfully and did fot complain. Of it 
food he received, he would take a little, giving the ret ra 


the poor. 


Barahin-i-Ahmadiyya. 


He started writing in defence of Islam. His articles 
appeared in the press. This went on for some time. Thew 
he began to write his great book Barahin-i-Ahmadiyya. The 
book stirred the whole country. In it he had come ont 
with irrefutable arguments for the truth of the Holy Quran 
and the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of God be on 
him). First part appeared in 1880, second in 1881, third 
in 1882 and fourth in 1884. The title of the book is best 
translated as Proofs of Muhammad (Ahmad being a second 
name of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, on whom peace). 


It brought him fame. Both friend and foe began to 
look upon him as the most formidable champion of Islam. 
Muslims were particularly happy. Maulawi Muhammad 
Hussain of Batala, himself a reputed scholar, later his 
bitterest enemy, extolled this monumental work in the 
following words : 


“In my opinion, this book, at this time, and in view 
of the present’ conditions, is) unique. No such book 
has so far been written in the annals of Islam. 
(Ishaatus Sunnah vol. VII, No. 6-11). 


This is how the book was received by Muslims. The 
opponents of Islam were stunned, The Messiah had added 
a challenge offering a cash reward for areply. No one 
came forward to answer the challenge or claim the reward. 
But they grew in their enmity towards him and left no stone 
unturned in harming him. But their efforts went in vain. 


His Adherence to Truth, 


In 1877, a Christian lawyer, Rallia Ram, filed al 
_ In 1877, ristian , aw 
sip epainet the Messiah with the help of the postal autha. 
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It happened in this way. The Messiah wrote an article 

vindicating Islam against attacks by the Arya Samaj, a 

frilitant Hindu group. He sent this article in a packet to 

a printer in Amritsar. In this packet he also placed a 

letter giving instructions to the printer for its printing. 

| am Under the postal rules of the time, it was an offence punish- 

able by a fine of 500 rupees or imprisonment for six months. 
The Messiah knew nothing of these rules. 


Rit 


The printer, Rallia Ram, a Christian convert, was full 

f spite for Islam. When he received the packet, he informed 

Tor it to the postal authorities and so the lawsuit was filed. 

During these very days the Messiah had a vision that 

_  Rallia Ram had sent to him a biting snake which he had 
sent back roasted like a fish. 


: When the case came before the court, lawyers counsel- 
_ fed the Messiah to plead not guilty. It was the only way 
out of the predicament, they said. They insisted that he 
» should charge Rallia Ram, the printer, of having himself 
placed the letter in the. packet. His enmity towards him 
was the cause. : Y 7 


j 
J 


ant ) 

The Messiah said, how could he do it when he had 
himself placed the letter in the packet ? He told the 
Sawyers that he would not make a misstatement for fear of) 
punishment. The lawyers said that in that.case there was 
mo chance of his acquittal. 


When asked by the court, he admitted that he had 
himself placed the letter in the packet but that he did not 
know that this was an offence in postal rules. He had no 
intention to deprive the Government of its revenues. 


The prosecution was very happy that now he would 
certainly be convicted on his own confession, But God 
Almighty decided it otherwise. The court was so impress- 
ed by his forthrightness and good intentions that it aquit- 
ted him at once. 


8: 
Elder brother dies, 


In 1881 his elder brother, Mirza Ghulam Qadir died, 
childless. The Messiah was entitled to a share of his 
estate. But out of deference for the widow he let it remain 


with her. 


Second marriage. 


Under the will of God Almighty, made known to hiny 
‘ny a revelation, he married again in 1884. His second 
wife. Hazrat Syeda Nusrat Jahan Begum was the daughter 
of Hazrat Mir Nasir Nawwab, a descendant of Hazrat 
Khawaja Mir Dard, mystic poet of great renown. The 
family was held in great esteem for their piety and devo- 
tion to God. : i 


The Nikch was performed at Delhi on November 17 . 
1884, by the well-known Maulawi, Syed Nazir- Hussain- 
Soon after, the Messiah took his wife Hazrat Syeda Nusrat 
Jahan, now Ummul Momineen’ (Mother -of the Faithful} ° 
to Qadian. God gave him glad tidings of children who 
would uphold his mission and his work. And so it 
happened. His children out of this marriage served Islam 
during their lives, all in very important positions. ' 


Children. i 
God gave him ten children from this marriage. Five 
died in infancy. The surviving five are as follows : 


1. Hazrat Mirza Bashir-ud-Din Mahmud Ahmad, 
his second successor, born January 12 1889, 
died November 8 1965, 


2. Hazrat Mirza Bashir Ahmad, born April 20 
1893, died September 2 1963. 


3. Hazrat Mirza Sharif Ahmad, born May 24 1895, 
died December 26 196]. 


4. Hazrat Nawwab Mubarka Begum 
2 1897, died May 231977. Pore March 
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5. Hazrat Nawwab Amatul Hafiz Begum, born June: 
25 1904. 


Divinely Appointed. 


In the beginning of 1885 he. published some 20,0007 
copies of a notice in which he invited opponents of Islam 
to come to him and witness at his hands heavenly signs of 
the truth of Islam. He declared that God Almighty had 
commissioned him as a reformer for manifesting in this age- 
the truth of Islam and of the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of God on him). 


These-indeed were the two things which occupied him 
throughout his life. Whatever he wrote, and he wrote-. 
plenty, also whatever he did and he worked and worked 
to the last breath of his life, was all directed to the same: 
end. For himself he nevericlaimedany.distinction. The 
sole distinction in which he prided was as a. servant of 
Islam and the Holy Prophet. So, in this notice he reiterat- 
ed the same objectives and’ pledged ‘to’ show signs to- 
anon who would come to him and live with him in est 
of trut 


Bai’at, formal initiation. 


On January 12 1889 as desired by. God, he published 
another notice calling upon those who would perform bai’at 
(solemn oath of affiliation) on his hand. Bai’at is a promise 
given by a new entrant to have true faith in God, to live. 
his life as dictated by Islam and to serve it to the end. 


He stipulated its ten conditions in another notice 
which he published on January 12 1889. The pivotal point 
consists in demanding from the new comer complete sub- 
mission to the commandments of God Almighty and to 
those of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of God be 
on him). Some of the other points are; to abstain from 
shirk (associating partners with God), falsehood, cruelty, 
indiscipline, and rebellion, pride and every kind of evil; to 
offer the five daily prayers regularly, to keep ready to put 
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up with trials and tribulations in the way of God, to treat 
everyone with kindness and sympathy; to hold religion 
above worldly interests, and to abide by these conditions to 


the time of death. 


The Ahmadiyya founded. 


In March 1889 the Messiah went to Ludhiana (a town 
to the south east of Qadian). Here he held the first Bai’at 
on March 23 1889 in the house of his devoted disciple, 
Hazrat Soofi Ahmad Jan. So was born the Ahmadiyya 
Movement in Islam. Hazrat Maulawi Nur-ud-Din had the 
honour of being the first to perform Bai’at. Some 40 more 
did on the same day. Prominent among them were as 


follows : 
Hazrat Maulawi Abdullah Sinnaurie. 
Hazrat Chaudhry Rustam Ali. 
Hazrat Munshi Zafar Ahmad. 
Hazrat Munshi Arooray Khan. 
Hazrat Munshi Abdul Rahman. 
Hazrat Qazi Ziaud-DIn. 
Hazrat Mir Inayat Ali. 


‘Prophecy about a son. 


In the beginning of 1886, the Messiah went to Hoshiar- 
spur, a town to the south east of Qadian. He stayed there 
for forty days in complete seclusion. His attendants were 
accommodated in other rooms and nobody was allowed in 
his room. His food was placed outside the door of his 
oom which he would take when he could, Here in com- 
plete solitude he remained engrossed in worship and medi- 
tation. He prayed for a sign of the truth of Islam. And 
here God spoke to him and gave him the glad tidings of a 
Zreat son in due acceptance of his supplications. The 
revelation is known in Ahmadiyya history as the prophecy 
about a promised son (pisr mauood) who was to prove a 
great reformer (Muslih Mauood). The gon was to be bora. 


ll 
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ithin nine years of the date of the revelation. He was to 

1 the Holy Quran and spread the message and mission 

fF Ahmadiyya to the ends of the earth. Part of the pro- 
sphecy reads as follows in English ; 


“] promise to thee a sign of Mercy, same as you asked 
for. A sign of mercy and grace is given to you, a key 
to triumph and victory. With his coming will come 
the Grace of God. He will come in full glory, prove 
great and rich. He will arise and with his Christlike 
soul and with the power of truth cure many a people 
of spiritual ailments. He is a true sign of God. For, 
‘God’s Mercy and God’s concern for mankind will have 
sent him with signs and signs. High, very high, in 
intelligence and sharp in understanding, kind, very 
kind, at heart. Full with knowledge of sciences, 
secular and spiritual... Itis light, nothing but light 
that is coming, light anointed by God with the oil of 
His pleasure, His approval. We will inspire him with 
our own speech. He will walk always under the pro- 
tecting umbrella of God. He will advance in rapid 
strides. He will become the means of freeing the un- 
free. His fame will spread to the corners of the earth. 
Nations will réceive blessings at his hands. Then at 
Jast he will be raised to his appointed height to heaven. 
{Notice dated Feb. 20 1886). 


As prophesied, the son was born to the Messiah om 
January 12 1889, within the specified period of nine years. 
The various aspects of the prophecy were visibly fulfilled 
in his person. He is Hazrat Mirza Bashir-ud-Din Mahmud 
Abmad, the second successor of the Promised Messiah, 
who guided the community from progress to progress for 
more than half a century. 


At his birth, the Messiah announced in Sira/-i-Munir 
that the son who was to be a sign of the truth of Islam had 
come. The son’s achievements confirmed it. Moreover, 
on receiving a revelation (in 1944) to the same effect, the 
son declared himself to be the son of the prophecy. 


12 
Western nations to join Islam. 


It was disclosed to the Promised Messiah in a visior 
that the Western nations which from ancient times were 
immersed in disbelief and error will be illuminated by him 
with the light of truth and partake of Islam. He interpret- 
ed it to signify that though he would not be able to visit 
their lands, his writings will spread among them and many 
of them will accept the truth. 


His words have come true. The diffusion of his writ- 
ings has exercised a wholesome influence on the western 
mind. Their enmity to Islam has lost much of its edge. 
The books written by a section of orientalists in the 20th 
century show a marked desire to understand and appreciate 
its true significance instead of criticising it indiscriminately 
as was the custom of the old ie of. orientalists. 


Claim to Messiahship. ORE 31!<) sie zi De 


At the end of the year | 1890 God. ‘revealed i the 
Promised Messiah that like other. prophets of old, Jesus 
Christ had died a natural death and the belief that he was 
living in heaven was false. It,had no ground in the Quran. 
He announced it in public andideclared that the prophecy 
about the second coming of Jesus and about the coming of 
a Mahdi had both been fulfilled:in his person. He further 
proclaimed that he had been raised to reform the world and 
to re-establish the true Islam. 


A mixed response followed. The pious entered his fold 
and hailed him as the saviour, But many more became his 
enemies. Opposition to him swept over the country. 
Muslims, Christians and Hindus joined to destroy him. 
Maulawis pronounced upon him the verdict of kufr, The 
Christians became his enemies for he had proved their God 
Jesus, a mortal human, now dead and buried. 


Public debates. | 
The Messiah was now the talk of the day. He had 
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upheld Islam against the attacks of Christians, Hindus arid 
all other detractors. Under his spell Islam had risen again 
from the ashes, as it were, and destroyed the vicious hopes 
of those who had taken it.for dead. 


In response to his open challenge to contest with him 
the truth of Islam Christians held debates with him. 
Prominent among them was Abdullah Atham, a Christian 
scholar and preacher, otherwise a civil servant. 


Jesus Died on this earth. — 


In his booklet ‘Jesus in India’, citing “arguments ~ 
the Holy Quran, the gospels and world history, 
ed Messiah proved that Jesus had died on this earth and 
‘was not living in his physical body in heaven. This view 
has now been accepted by Muslims in general and confirm- 
ed by theologians like Muhammad Rashid Rida, disciple of 
Muhammad Abduh, and Sheikh Mahmud Shaltut, formerly 
Rector of Al-Azhar university, Cairo. 


But at the advent of the Promised Messiah, Muslims 
were fiercely against it. They insisted that Jesus was still 
alive in heaven (in the fourth heaven to be precise)... Our 
Messiah had to hold debates with their Ulema on this belief 
until its absurdity became apparent. Some of the Ulema 
‘who joined battle with him on it were Maulawi Muhammad 
Hussain of Batala, Maulawi Sayyid Nazir Hussain of Delhi, 
Maulawi Muhammad Bashir of Bhopal and Maulawi Abdul 
Hakim of Kalanaur. 


As a result of these debates many people entered the 
fold of Ahmadiyyat and gave their help to the Promised 
Messiah in defending and furthering Islam. 


The Promised Messiah had also foretold that more 
evidence will appear in support of his stand. His words 
have come true. The shroud in which Jesus was wrapped 
up before his removal from the cross has afforded further 
proof. It bears the stains of blood which had kept oozing 
out of the wound in his rib which: he got by a soldier's lance 
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t hrust. Christian research scholars have accepted this. 
phenomenon as an undeniable evidence of the fact that 
Jesus was alive when his body had been removed from the 
cross and placed in the shroud. (Kurt Berna, Christ did 


not perish on the cross, p. 25). 


Annual Gatherings. 


The Annual Gatherings are now a very prominent. 
institution of the Movement. They are held regularly at 
the centre. They were initiated by the Messiah himself. 
The first Jalsa (that is the established name) took place: 
under the Messiah’s auspices at Qadian, in the Agqsa 
Mosque, on December 27, 1891. The number of partici- 
pants was 75. The idea was to provide the community 
with a forum for reviewing the work done and discussing, 
the problems confronting the missionary movement. 
Members revived their ties of friendship and forged new 
relations of love and affection with one another. The num- 
ber of participants has now come up to two hundred thousand 
or more. They also come from abroad, from America, 
Europe, Africa, Indonesia, the Middle East and so on. 


Abdallah Atham. 


In the year 1893, the Messiah held a public debate with 
Padre Abdullah Atham. It was all in writing. Rules were 
settled and written papers were exchanged at the place of 
the debate. It was convened in Amritsar and lasted from 
May 22 to June 5. Parties sat facing each other. The 
written papers were read out to those present. The pro- 
ceedings were later published under the title, ‘‘Jang-i- 
Mugaddas,’ (lit. Holy War). The point at issue was the 
comparative worth of Islam and Christianity. The Messiah’s 
arguments were so convincing that many people joined the 
ranks of Ahmadi Muslims in the course of the debate. 


The Christians used a ruse to disconcert the Messiah. 
They picked up some lepers, some lame and some blind, 
ushed them towards him asking him to heal them, For 
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did he not claim to be the like of Jesus. They thought the 
device would work. 


But nothing of the sort happened. Instead, the- 
Messiah put them to shame. He sent their present back. 
to them saying that such miracles were attributed to Jesus; 
by the Gospels. They had no authority for him. The 
Holy Quran in which he believed attributed no such thing. 
to Jesus. 


Further he brought them to bay by quoting the Gospels. 
which said that if there would be faith in the hearts of 
Christians as much asa mustard seed, they would move. 
mountains. Now that he had sent the lepers, the lame and. 
the blind back to them, he demanded they should heal, 


them. 


This reply confounded the Christians and made. them, 
speechless. Their device had gone against themy, yogi 


During this controversy, the attitude of Abdullah. 
Atham was insulting to the Holy Prophet (peace and bless- 
ings of God be onhim). He had been ridiculing openly. 
God wanted to punish him for his arrogance. The: 
heated dialogue was still on, when our Messiah pro- 
nounced punishment upon Abdullah Atham. His exact. 
words were : 


‘The party which is knowingly discarding the true: 
God for a humble man and is supporting falsehood. 
shall be humbled within 15 months, if it did not. 
incline towards the truth.’ 


When Abdullah Atham heard the warning, his hands. 
began to tremble and his face went white. Signs of fear 
and consternation could be seen on his face. He was so. 
terrified that from after the time of the debate he kept his 
tongue tied for fifteen months. He did not utter a word 
against the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of God be: 
on him) though previously it was his habit. 
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| These’ were clear indications that he had repented at 
heart and inclined towards the truth. So, as laid down in 
the prophecy, God Almighty granted him some respite. 
‘The opponents of our Messiah, however, raised a hue and 
ry. They said the prophecy had failed. Atham had not 
‘inclined towards the truth and had not been punished. 


Our Messiah offered a cash reward of Rs. 4,000/- if 
Atham would declare on oath that he had not been 
‘impressed by the truth of Islam at all. He added that if he 
stook such an oath he would die within a year and if he did 
‘no such thing, even then God will not let him go un- 
‘punished. Atham did not take the oath. Still within the 
‘specified period of time he died on July 27 1896 and 
‘provided a sign of the victory of Islam. 


Arabic, the Mother of all languages. 


God Almighty granted our Messiah a miraculous 
mastery over the Arabic language. More than 40,000 
roots were taught to him in one night. It was also commu- 
nicated to him in a revelation that all languages had sprung 
from Arabic. He formulated the principles underlying the 
growth of languages out of one another and wrote a book, 
Minan al-Rehman in Arabic to prove his discovery. 


Inspired by his proclamations and guided by the 
principles embodied in Minan al-Rahman, an Ahmadi 
scholar Sheikh Muhammad Ahmad Mazhar, after a pene 
trating research stretching over a period of more than three 
decades has traced thousands of words of different 
languages, specified below, to their original Arabic roots 
and thus demonstrated positively that Arabic is the souree 
of all languages. 


Chinese, English, German, Greek, Hebrew, Hindi, 
Italian, Latin, Persian, Russian, Sanskrit, and Spanish. 


Some ulama picked holes in his Arabic. He challenged 
them to a contest, The challenge was made in 1893. No 
‘Maulawi dared or has singe dared to take the gauntlet. 
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e Messiah wrote 20 books in Atabic which contained 
th prose and verse. Som: of them carried translations 
the Arabic in Persian and Urdu. 


Eclipses. 


According to a tradition reported by Imam Baqar 
rded in Dar-Qutni, the sun and the moon were to 
ipse in one and the sam2 month of Ramadhan and this 
as to serve as conclusive sign of the Mahdi’s appearance. 
he Mahdi and the Messiah of the latter days are one and 
e same person according to Hadith). The moon was to 
lipse on the first of the dates when it is due and the sua 
n the middle one. 


The sign appeared in 1894, when the Messiah had 
lready claimed to be the Mahdi. The moon eclipsed on 
the 13th and the sun on the. 28th of the same month of 
Ramadhan. 


This sign is mentioned also in the Holy Quran, in its, 
«chapter Al-Qiyamah and in the New Testament where it is 
said that the sun and the moon shall be darkened on the 
second advent of the Messiah. It wasa decisive sign ein 
testified to the truth of the Promied M: ssian (peace 
upon him). 


Hazrat Baba Nanak, a Muslim. 


In 1895, after a thorough search of Sikh literature 
and their history and of Nanak’s relics, the Messiah cOn- 
<luded that the Founder of Sikhism, though born in a 
Hindu family had emraced Islam and lived a Muslin, 
observing the injunctions of Islam throughout his life. 
He wrote and explained this in his book Sat Bachaa, also 
in other books. 


This was another of the M23siah’s major discoveries, 
the other discoveries being Arabic being the original 
danguage taught to man by God, and the tomb of bis 
Christ in Srinagar, Kashmir. 
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Conference of Religions. 


At the end of 1896, an important conference took 
place in Lahore. Representatives of various religions and 
dencminations were invited by the conveners to participate 
and to present papers, dealing with the five following basic 
themes : 


1. The physical, moral and spiritual conditions 
of man. 


.. The state of man after life on this earth. 


3.. The object of man’s life and the means of its 
attainment. ; : 


4. The effect of human actions in life here and 
life hereafter. 


5. The sources of divine knowledge. 


The idca of the conference was to afford: the public at 
large an opportunity to assess the comparative worth of 
the various religions. The representatives of various 
faiths read their papers in exposition of their respective 
religions. 


Our Messiah being one of the invitees’ prepared 
Essay on Islam, covering these five themes. The essay 
proved a moving account of the entire teaching and spirit 
of Islam. God had revealed to him beforehand that his 
Essay would carry the palm. He had a notice circulated 
o this effect before the Conference began. 


Wken his Essay was read in the Conference, the 
audience applauded it warmly, freely admitting that it 
was the best of the lot. The press also said the same 
thing. Jis triumph can be ascertained from the fact that 
when its reading could not be finished within the time 
allotted, the Conference had to be extended by one whole 
day at the request of the audience. It was lauded most 
heartily, 
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e Essay has since been published under the title, 


fIslam’). Its translations have been made in many 


y on ‘The Philosophy of the Teachings of Islam.’ 
*The Philosophy of the Teachings of Islam’ was serially 


of them, Tolstoy remarked, ‘The ideas are very 
found and very true.’ 


in Clarke. 


Christian padres perceived that the Promised’ Messiah’ 
as steadily gaining ground and they were-unable to stop: 


ir efforts to refute his arguments in support of Islam 


y conspired to incriminate him in a case of abetment 
of murder. Dr. Henry Martin Clarke, the Chief Padre, 


charged him with persuading and abetting a certain Abdul 


Hamid to murder him. a 


The case came up before the court of Captain Douglas, 
Deputy Commissioner of Gurdaspur. Abdul Hamid, 
tutored by the Christians deposed the same story. It was 
a well-hatched plot and Christian hopes had risen high. 


But Captain Douglas, courageous and astute, decided 
to get at the truth. It came to light that the whole thing 
was a fabrication. The court acquitted the Messiah with 
due honour. His opponents, instead of mortifying him 
were themselves humbled. 


Captain Douglas Young died in 1957 at the age of 93. 
To his Jast days he remembered this incident vividly and 


would relate it joyfully to every Ahmadi who would visit © 


Usul Ki Philosophy (‘The philosophy of the Teach- 


ished in the Review of Religions, 1902. After reading » 


e onward march of the Movement. When they saw’ that ° 


ere not succeeding, they stooped down to vile tactics. _ 


_— - 


him. Inthe end he would affirm, ‘On the first sight of . 
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Mirza Sahib I was convinced that such a person would 
never tell a lie.’ 


Magnanimous regard. 


In the case for abetment of murder filed by Dr. Martin 
Clarke against the Promised Messiah, he has left one 
glorious example of magnanimous regard for the feelings 
of others, even enemies. It should serve as guiding star 
for all of us. 


The Promised Massiah had engaged Miulawi Fazal 
Din, not one of his followers, as his pleader. The case. 
came before the court and prosecution witness, Maulawi 
Muhammad Husain of Batala, stood in the witness box. 
In his depositioa, he levelled all sorts of accusations at 
the Promised Messiah. 


The defence counsel, Maulawi Fazal Din started 
cross-examining him. He wanted to prove for the benefit 
of the court that the witness did not enjoy good reputa- 
tion in private life. So he put him a question which would 
elicit from him a self-debasing answer. But before the 
witness could utter a word, the Promised Messiah rose 
from his seat and at once stopped his counsel from 
putting the question. He admonished him and said that 
he would not allow him to take liberties with the personal 
honour of the witness. 


All present were amazed at his magnanimity and large- 
mindedness. The Messiah would not expose the weakness 
of his enemies, 


Lekh Ram. 


Pandit Lekh Ram, leader of the Arya Samaj, invete- 
rate enemy of Islam would ridicule the Holy - Prophet 
(peace and bleasings of God be on him) most blatantly. 
The Promised Messiah (peace on him) tried to dissuade 
him from this foul practice, But he would. not listen, 
Rather he vilified the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings — 
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of God be on him) even more. The anger of God was 
roused. He disclosed to the Promised Messiah that Lekh 
Ram would soon meet his end. He published the reve- 
Jation as follows : 


“Within a period of six years this man (Lekh Ram) 
shall be severely chastised for throwing mud upon 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of God be on 
him). (Aina-i-Kamalat-i-Islam). 


In another revelation God Almighty told the ‘Promised 
Messiah that this reckoning would take place on a@day 
joined to Id, (the Muslim Festival). (Karamat-al-Sadigin). 


Instead of mending himself, on the publication of 
these warnings Pandit Lekh Ram, grew more obnoxious. 
He had the audacity to prophesy that the Promised 
Messiah would die of Cholera within three years and that 
his children will not survive. (Takzib-i-Barahin-i-Ahmadiyya 
by Pandit Lekh Ram). — 


God acted at last. What Pandit Lekh Ram had 
prophesied did not come to pass. The Promised Messiah 
and his children survived. The Promised Messiah’ s pro- 
phecy was fulfilled word for word. Some unknown person 
fatally stabbed Lekh Ram in his own house within the 
stipulated period of six years. The Killer could not be 
apprehended. The police made a thorough hunt. And 
the day, the 6th March 1897, when Lekh Ram was knived 
Aerio the ‘Id Festival. The prophecy was literally 
fulfilled. 


School founded. 


In the beginning of the year 1898, the Promised Messiah 
founded the Talimul Islam School at Qadian. Hazrat 
Sheikh Yaqub Ali Irfani was appointed its first Headmaster. 
Its object was to impart religious education side by side 
with other education to children and so enable them to grow 
into good citizens, become good Muslims and serve Islam 
and humanity when they grew up. 


‘ 
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“Two newspapers. 


The very first newspaper of the growing community 
Al-Hakam saw the light of day in 1897. Hazrat Sheikh 
Yaqub Ali (rfani was its proprietor and editor. It was 
issued from Amritsar. Next year in 1898 it was transferred 
to Qadian. In 1902 another paper was started from Qadian 
itself. This was called Al-Badar. Its editor was Hazrat 
Mufti Muhammad Sadiq. 


Both these papers have played an_ historical role in 
recording the revelations of the Promised Messiah, his 
speeches, addresses, conversations, etc., and in preserving 
the early history of the Movement. 


A 20,000 rupees challenge. 


In January 1898, the Promised Messiah (peace on him) 
offered a reward of 20,000 rupees in cash to anyone who 
would produce a genuine tradition of the Holy Prophet 
{peace and blessings of God be on him) to the effect that 
Jesus Christ had ascended to heaven alive and that at some 
later time he in person would come down to this earth. 
(Kitab al-Barriyya). | | 


More than 86 years have gone by but nobody has taken 
up this challenge. It is easy to infer that no such tradition 
exists and that the belief in the ascension of Jesus to 
heaven has no foundation in Quran and Hadith. 


The Plague. 


In February 1898, the Promised Messiah saw a vision : 

‘‘ The angels of God Almighty, he wrote, are implant- 
ing black plants in various places in the Punjab. These 
plants are ugly, black, dwarfed, and dreadful. I asked the 
angels what trees were these? They replied, ‘These are 
the trees of plague which will soon break out in the 
country.” (Ayyamus Sulh). 


The prophecy was fulfilled the very next winter. 
Plague spread in the Punjab like wild fire and for years 
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Bvastated its population. It looked as if the Doomsday 
burst upon the country. Numerous villages, towns, 
ities Were denuded of its residents. People turned 
s Messiah on sceing this sign. 


atul Masih (The Messiah’s Minaret). 


Tn 1900, the Messiah made an appeal to the Jamaat 
funds, needed for building a minaret in fulfilment of a 
jon of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
id be on him). He is reported to have said that the 
ssiah on his second coming will appear near a white 
t. He laid its foundation: in ACG 

gn in 1903. But the project had to, be dto: 

y for lack of funds. It was restarted 1 

ad successor and completed in December 1916. 


Name, Ahmadiyya. 


A census was to take place in 1900. A column had 
provided in the form for recording the religious 
fiiliation of every person. It was required that the name 
every sect, distinguished from others be entered as 
hosen by its adherents. 


To meet this requirement, the Messiah published a 
namphiet on November 4, 1901. In it he named his 
community ‘Muslims of the Ahmadiyya sect.’’ Since 
hen the name Ahmadiyya (Community) or Movement 
has become into general use as the name for the followers 
of the Promised Messiah. It is the name of those Mustims 
who believe that the rejuvenation of Islam in our time 
willtake place at the hands of the Promised Messiah. 


So the followers of the Promised Messiah are called 
Ahmadis. The name was decided upon to distinguish 
Ahmadi Muslims from other Muslims. 


Some people call us Qadianis or Mirzais but such 
mames. only show that the coiners do not like to use the 
mame chosen by us. The Messiah gave us the names 


Ahmadiyya in commemoration of the name of the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings of God be om 
him), who has two names Ahmad and Muhammad. The: 
Messiah was to carry on the work of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad (on whom be peace) under his second name: 
Ahmad. 


Sahibzada Abdul Latif. 


Hazrat Sahibzada Syed Abdul Latif lived in Khost, 
Afghanistan. He was a saintly person and had a following 
numtering thousands. He was so highly respected by the 
ruling femily, that the coronation ceremony of Amir 
H: bibullah Khan was performed by him. 


In the year 1894 he read the Messiah’s Aina Kamalat 
Islam (Mirror of Islem’s Excellences) written by the: 
Promised Messiah which impressed. him so much that he: 
Alar Ahmadiyya by a letter he wrote to the Promised 

essiah. Pee os 


In 1902 he visited Qadian and met the Messiah. At 
the first sight of him he became convinced of his truth. 
He stayed at Qadian for some months and sat at the 
master’s feet. During this time he repeatedly had a 
revelation in which God asked him to sacrifice himself for 
the sake of the Messiah. ; a 


At last, obtaining the Promised Messiah’s permis- 
sion, he went back to Afghanistan. Sirdar Nasrullah Khan 
Deputy to the Afghan Ruler, Amir Habibullah Khan got 
him arrested because of his having joined Ahmadiyya. He 
was in prison for four months. Great pressure was put 
upon him to renounce his faith. But he refused. 


How could he? He had found the truth after due deli- 
beration. Upon his refusal the Mullas of Kabul pronoun- 
ced him Kafir and Sirdar Nasrullah Khan sentenced him. 
to death by stoning. 


He was brought to an open ground and buried upto 
the waist in a pit dug for this purpose. At the eriticas 


~ 


25 


moment, the Afghan Amir again offered him great honour 
if he would renounce his faith in Ahmadiyya. But the great 
martyr said, “What am [and what are my children that [ 
should save them at the cost of faith. I will never do so.” 


Then the multitude pelted him with stones until his 
valiant soul left his body to meet his Friend on High. This. 
happened on July 14, 1903. 


The Promised Messiah was grieved and moved by this.. 
In his books he has condemned this brutality and extolled. 
the great martyr for his courage of faith. 


In one of his writings, he says, 


“Dear Abdul Latif! thousands of mercies on you.. 
You have shown an example of surpassing loyalty in my 
lifetime. Ah! how mercilessly has -your blood been. shed.. 
It will be hard to find a parallel of. such cruelty,under the 
sky. Ah! what has the ignorant Amir done! Savagely 
murdered an innocent:person and so_ destroyed, himself.’” 
Tazkiratush Shahadatain. pee 


The Promised Messiah’s prediction came true. The- 
Afghan king, Habibullah Khan and his family were literally 
destroyed. Habibullah Khan was murdered and then his- 
brother Nasrullah Khan. Subsequently the family was. 
deprived of the throne of Afghanistan and was forced to- 
live a life of exile. The day after the martyrdom, cholera. 
broke out in Kabul and swept away thousands of people, 
including many princes. 


The book - Aina Kamalat Islam. 


In the context of the martyrdom of Sahibzada Abduk 
Latif, a note is called for on Aina Kamalat Islam (lit. the 
Mirror of the excellences of Islam), the book which brought. 
him into the fold of Ahmadiyya. 


___ The book comprising 640 pages has_ two parts. Part I. 
in Urdu and Part JI in Arabic. The former was completed. 
in 1892 and the latter early in 1893. 
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The Promised Messiah was moved to write it to deal 
with the internal doubts and external attacks which were 


undermining the faith of Islam. 


On the one hand Christian missions were maligning 
slam, its Holy Founder and its Holy Book. On the other 
hand, the Mullahs, in their stark ignorance, were unwittingly 
helping them in their campaign by subscribing to un- 
Islamic beliefs, holding Jesus Christ superior to the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of God be on them). 


The Christian Church was trying to eliminate Islam 
‘and install Christianity instead and being confident of 
‘success they were shouting from housetops that the days 
-of Islam were over. The morale of Muslims had gone 
low. Their leaders were dumbfounded. Feeling helpless 
"before the dominant West, they were pandering to its 
‘philosophy, its science, its technology. Eminent Muslim 
-apologists were trying to fit Islam into Western ideas. Sir 
‘Syed Ahmad Khan, whose contribution towards imparting 
modern education to Muslims is. out-standing could not 
‘hold himself against the onslaughts of Western philosophy. 
He shifted his position in vital matters of faith ‘contrary to 
the dictates of the Holy Quran and Traditions of the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of God be onhim). He 
‘forsook belief in miracles, angels, prophethood, and the 
phenomenon of revelation as understood in Islam. (vide, 


‘Sir Syed Ahmad, Tafsir-al-Quran. Vol. 1, pp. 31-33). 


The Aina refutes all objections made against Islam and 
the Holy Prophet by Christian missions as well as by 
Western philosophies. It sets forth its teachings in full 
-effulgence and invests the Holy Prophet with charm and 


appeal which are his due, 


Jt does one thing at least which has unique significance. 
It declares that in the battle of ideologies now raging for 
‘capturing the soul of humanity, Islam will defeat all 
contestants and emerge as sole victor, Other religions 
and ideologies will vanish but not Islam. It will live. It 
will live because of its intrinsic merits, 


27 


Its second part, entitled Al-Tabligh, written in Arabic, 
is addressed to Muslim saints and leaders lost in their 
innovations and superstitions, knowing nothing of the needs 
of Islam or of the work which Promised Messiah, had 
taken in hand. 


Invitation to Queen Victoria. 


In his Urdu book ‘Aina Kamalat Islam, 1893’ (the 
Mirror of the excellences of Islam), the Promised Messiah 
{peace on him), invited Queen Victoria to Islam. In his 
message to her he addressed her in the same words in 
which his Master, the Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace and 
blessings of God be on him) had called the emperors like 
Heraclius and Khusro Pervez to Islam. 


He wrote, ‘O Queen of the earth accept Islam, you and 
your empire will be saved.’ Further he admonished her in 
his epistle that the real kingdom belonged to Allah alone 
and it is He Who gives it to whomsoever He pleases and 
takes it from whomsoever He pleases. 


‘School for missionaries. 


In 1905, two prominent scholars of the Community, 
Maulawi Abdul Karim of Sialkot. and Maulawi Burhan-ud- 
Din of Jhelum died. It struck the Promised Messiah that 
new scholars should be trained to take the place of the old. 
So a separate class was opened and attached to the Talim- 
-ul-Islam High School to provide higher religious educa- 
tion. 


Kangra Earthquake. 


The Promised Messiah (peace on him) received the 


revelation (galis 9 Ighes jit)! exis ie Soon such devasta- 
tion shall take place as will involve temporary dwellings 
as Well as permanent ones. On April 4, 1905 Kangra valley 
was rocked by an earthquake which destroyed thousands 
of houses and made countless people homeless. 
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Death portents : Khilafat. 


At the end of the year 1905, the Promised Messiah 
(peace on him) received repeated revelations intimating his 
own impending death. In a dream he was shown two or 
three mouthfuls of water in an earthen pot. It meant, he 
said, that only two or three years remained of his life. It 
was confirmed by a revelation received after the dream. 
Then another revelation was received: j-+éJ! Klel os 


that is, the time of your destined death is near. 


The Promised Messiah then wrote a booklet A/-Wasiy- 
yat in which he recorded his Jast testament to the commu- 
nity. In it he reassured his followers that God Almighty 
will manifest His power for a second time after he was 
gone, meaning that the community will rally round a 
Khalifa and carry on his-‘mission. He said that as ity hap- 
pened on the death of the Holy Prophet, so it will happen 
after him. He wrote in Al-Wasiyyat. qo. air: 


LW « iP Dn: 
“Do not be distressed with what have told. you,.nor 
be stricken with grief nor should you be depressed. 
This, because you have to witness the second 
manifestation of God’s power.” a 


So before the Promised Messiah (peace on him). depar- 
ted, he clearly indicated that the Islamic institution of 
Khilafat was to be established among his followers to: carr 
out his mission after him. 7 


Ahmadis devote their lives for Islam. 


In September 1907, the Promised Messiah called upon 
the Jamaat to devote themselves for preaching Islam. Some 
of those who offered themselves for this purpose were 
immediately taken, others were asked to wait, As we 
shall see in chapter JII, his second successor organised this 
scheme on a world wide scale. Scores of devotees were 
sent abroad and during his ministry the message of 
Ahmadiyat reached the very ends of the earth. 
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A special graveyard. 


Under divine revelations, the Promised Messiah (peace 
on him) founded a graveyard for those who volunteered to 
will away a measure of their properties for the cause of 
Islam. It came to be known as Bahishti Magqbara (\n. 
Graveyard of the Garden). God had shown to him ina 
dream a plot of land bearing this name and given him to 
understand that it contained the graves of those admitted to 
paradise, to the Garden Hereafter. He donated a piece of 
land from his own estate for this purpose and thus this 
special graveyard came into being. Specifying the con- 
ditions for meriting burial in it he stressed that only a 
pious, straightforward, and clean Ahmadi Muslim, who 
abstained from associating others with the One God, who 


shunned all evil should be buried in it. we 


Further he laid down that such a person should give 
away from one tenth to one third of his income and 
property for the propagation of Islam. If a person had no 
income, nor any property but otherwise merited burial in 
it he could also be permitted to be buried in it. 


Special graveyards are at present established at Qadian 
and Rabwah, where Ahmadis fulfilling the necessary con- 
ditions are buried on their death. The signification at the 
back of this institution is that only such Ahmadis shall be 
buried in it who on account of their sacrifices are deserving 
of the Garden in the sight of Allah. i 


A Magazine : Tashhizul Azhan. 


With the blessings of the Promised Messiah, Hazrat 
Mirza Bashir-ud-Din Mahmud Ahmad who later on be- 
came his second successor, started an Urdu Magazine 
Tashhizul Azhan on March 1, 1906. The purpose was to 
educate Ahmadi youth in Islamic subjects. 


Dowie dies. 


Dr. John Alexander Dowie, known in U.S. A. as a 
prophet and a fore-runner of Jesus Christ, boasted of his 
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miraculous powers. The writer in Encyclopaedia Brittanica 
(Vol. VII, 1961, p. 562 under Dowie J. A.) describes him 
as ‘the Founder of the Christian Catholic Church, of which 
he claimed to be the first Apostle’. His own paper 
Leaves of Healing describes him as Elijah Il], precursor of 
Jesus Christ, prophet, and one who possessed miraculous 


powers of healing. 


He anounced with great fanfare that he would finish 
Islam and establish Christianity instead. He was arrogant 
and abusive of the Holy Prophet of Islam, (peace and 
blessings of God be on him). When the Promised Messiah 
came to know of his pretensions, he challenged him to a 


prayer contest end wrote, 3 


“An easy way to decide whether Dowie’s God is the 
true God or the one Who is ours is that. instead 
of threatening Muslims with death and destruc- 
tion, he should address me specifically and pray 
to God for the death of one of us, who is a pre- 
tender and impostor.” (Review of Religions- 
September 1902). Further he wrote, : 


“If Dowie did not join battle with me, even then his. 
Zion City will soon be visited by a calamity.” 
(Hagigatul Wahi) 


When Dowie was pressed by his admirers to comment 
upon the Promised Messiah’s statements, he said, 


‘Do you think I should answer these flies and gnats ? 


If I put my foot on them I will crush them to 
pulp.” (Hagqigatul Wahi). 


At last the Promised Messiah’s prophecy was fulfilled. 
Dowie was punished for his arrogance. His followers 
found out that he was a drunkard and aswindler, Struck 
with paralysis, he died in March 1907, full of grief and 
sorrow, friendless, without a follower. 
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The incident of Dowie’s ignominious death as a con-- 
ence of his encounter with the Messiah was extensively: 
tted in American press. We reproduce below por- 
fons of an article which appeared in the magazine section, 
June 28 1907 issue of the newspaper ‘The Sunday Herald’, 

Boston, Masschusettes, U.S. A. The original is preserved 
in the Archives Section of the State House Library of 
Massachusettes in Boston, U.S.A. Under the caption 
“Great is Mirza Ghulam Ahmad - Foretold pathetic end. 
of Dowie......... ’ it Says : 


“The Indian gentleman has been Sai known in the: 
eastern Pastures of the world for many years. His claim 
is that he 1s ‘“‘the true Messiah who was to come in the 
last ages,’ and that God has showered him with grace. 
He first came to the attention of the United States in 1903, 
on account of a controversy: with Elijah III. Since the. 
death of Dowie the Indian. Prophet’s reputation has soared, 
for did he not tell of the death of Dowie, that it should. 
take place within his (the Messiah’s) lifetime ; should take. 
place ‘‘with great sorrow and torment ?” | 


‘Dowie was aged 59, The seer was 75. 


“It was in these words that Dowie was requested tos 
strive for the fray : 7 | 


‘‘I am the true Messiah who was to: come in the last: 
ages: thus has Almighty God spoken to'me: I do not claim 
to be the Promised Messiah simply by my own assertion, 


but Almighty God who made the earth and heaven has. 
borne witness to the truth of my claim. 


‘A sign of the evidence of God in my favour wilk 
appear on Dowie’s acceptance of my challenge. If the 
pretender to Elijah-ship shows his willingness by any direct 
or indirect means to enter the lists against me he shalk 


leave the world before my eyes wih great sorrow an@ 
torment. 


_ “It should be borne in mind that Dr. Dowie has not 
given any reply to my challenge sent him in September last, - 
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mor has he even so much as mentioned it in his paper. For 
an answer to that challenge I will wait for a further period 
-of seven months from this day, the 23rd of August, 1903. 
If he accepts the challenge within this period and fulfils alt 
its conditions as published by me previously, and makes 
.an anouncement to that effect in his paper, the world will 
soon see the end of this contest. I am about 70 years of 
cage, While Dr. Dowie is about 55, and therefore, compared 
‘with me, he is a young man still. But since the matter is 
inot to be settled by age, I do not care for this great dis- 
parity in years. The whole matter rests in the hands of 
‘Him who is the Lord of heaven and earth and Judge, and 
He will decide it in favour of the true claimant. 


“But if Dr. Dowie cannot even now gather courage to 
-appear in the contest against me, let both continents bear 
‘witness that I shall be entitled to claim the same victory as 
in the case of his death in my lifetime if he accepts the 
‘challenge. The pretensions of Dr. Dowie will thus be falsi- 
fied and proved to be an imposture. Though he may try 
-as hard as he can to fly from the death which awaits him, 
‘yet his flight from such a contest will be nothing less than 
death to him, and calamity will certainly overtake his Zion, 
for he must take the consequences of either the .acceptanc 
-of the challenge or its refusal.” 


“I close these brief remarks with the following prayer: 
‘Powerful and Perfect God who hast ever been revealing 
cand wilt ever continue to reveal Thyself to Thy prophets, 
do Thou give Thy judgment and show to Thy people the 
imposture and falsehood of Dowie for Thy weak creatures, 
having taken to human-worship and trusted in weak 
mortals like themselves, have fallen away from Thy path 
and are wandering in error far from Thee.”’ 


Dowie at first paid no public attention directly to the 
challenge from the far east, But on the 26th September, 
1903, he said, in his Zion City publication ; 


‘People sometim:s say to m2 **Way do you not. reply 
ito this, that and the other thing? “Reply to the gnats and. 
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s. If L put my foot on them I would crush out their 
s. I give them a chance to fly away and live.’’ 


Once did he show in any way that he knew of the 
istence of Mirza Ghulam Ahmad. He referred to him 
the “‘foolish Mahomztan Messiah,” and on December, 
,1903 he wrote : 


“If Tam not God’s prophet, there is none on God’s 
rth that is.” Inthe following January he wrote: ‘‘My 
art is to bring out the people from the east and from the 
est, from the north and from the south, and settle them 
in this and other Zion cities until the time shall come 
when the Mahometans are swept away. May God grant 
us that time.” 


Whereupon Mirza tersely challenged him to “pray to 
God that of us two whoever is the liar may perish first.’” 


_ Dowie died with his friends fallen away from him and 
his fortune dwindled. He suffered from paralysis andiin=, 
sanity. He died a miserable death, with Zion oy, ba 
and frayed by internal dissensions.’’ 


Journey to Lahore. 


Accompanied by his family, the Promised Messiah 
{peace on him) went to Lahore on April 27, 1908. During 
his stay he made publi¢ speeches in exposition of Islam 
and wrote what proved his last little book Paigham-i Sulh. 
(Message of Peace). It was a moving address to Hindus 
and Muslims to patch up their quarrels and sign a formal 
pact requiring them to tolerate one another and enjoy the 
benefits of unity and peace. 


During these days he received repeated revelations 
about his own imminent death. On may 20, God spoke 


to him, saying Guy) Syely Qa»))! wd chy! 


, the time of departure is imminent and death is near. 
"On the night between May 25 and 26 at 11 p.m., he 
fell ill and could not recover despite all possible efforts. 
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At last at 10-30 in the morning of May 26 he died. A 
great soul left its physical frame to meet its Maker. 


At the time of his death, his age was 74 years accord- 
ing to the solar calendar, 76 according to the Junar. This 
is what his revelations had foretold. 


Grief and sorrow. 


Although for a time now the Messiah had been receiv- 
ing revelations about his death, yet when he died it appea- 
red very sudden. The Jamaat was overwhelmed with 
grief. His admirers both among non-Ahmadi Muslims 
and non-Muslims also felt grieved. They sympathised 
with the Jamaat sincerely. The press freely extolled the 
services rendered by him to the cause of Islam and 
humanity. 


The Vakil of Amritsar, edited at the time by Maulana 
Abul Kalam Azad wrote editorially : 


“The death of Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Qadian is 
not an event which may be passed over without 
drawing any lessons from it. Men like him who 
revolutionise our religious or intellectual world 
are not born every day. It is very rare that they 
appear but when they appear they change the 
world and leave an indelible mark on history.” 


“Despite the fact that we differed from him in the 
interpretation of certain doctrines and in the 
claims which he made we cannot but own that the 
Joss of Mirza Sahib is deeply felt by all enlightened 
Muslims, as the loss of a great leader of theirs. 
They admit that in him they have lost a stalwart 
of the cause of Islam, one who defended it succe- 
ssfully against its opponents. Considering the 
great role he played as a victorious advocate of 
Islam we must acknowledge _ his services freely and 
without reserve,”’ 
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ome other papers called him “Victorious General,” 
mpion of Islam,” and likened him to Israeli prophets. 


But some people gathered near the house where he lay 
and shouted against him and reviled him. They took 
mock funeral of him. This is how men of God have 
ys been treated by ignorant enemies. The Jamaat 
all this with patience. 


Khalifa 


The coffin holding the remains of the Promised Messiah 
s brought by railway train to Batala and thence carried 
heir shoulders to Qadian, a distance of 11 miles, by his 
panions. Batala was at that time a railway terminus 
ifrom there one had to go to Qadian either on foot or 
animal-driven cart. On May 27 1908, before the'funeral 
vice could be performed the Jamaat had to elect a 
alifa (successor). The assembly’ of believers! unanimously 
sted Hazrat Maulawi Hakim Nur-ud-Din as first Khalifa 
i successor. So the tidings contained in Al-Wasiyyat 
ft after him the Jamaat would see the manifestation of 
vine Power for a Second time was fulfilled. The commu- 
ly was again securely united on one hand. ‘The ill- 
shers looking forward to its break-up were disappointed. 


7s 

_ The Khalifa was outwardly.elected by the Jamaat, but 
fact it was the doing of God Almighty. Allah, moves 
e hearts of believers to gather on the hand of one person. 
D it was that Hazrat Hakim Nur-ud-Din, an old and 
opted companion of the Promised Messiah, was. elected 
is first Khalifa and successor.» The Jamaat became united 


him. 


After the election, he led his master’s funeral ‘service. 
usands stood behind to join. The body was then laid 
ate and the community saw for the last time the face of 
r beloved master and guide. He was buried in the 
ial grave-yard, called Bahishti Maqbara (the Graveyard 
the Garden) on May 27, 1908 at 6 p.m. The great 
ampion of Islam of whose coming the Holy Prophet 
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(peace and blessings of God on him) had himself prophe- 
sied and with whom is bound up the victory of Islam in 
our time was lost to our eyes. 


The Messiah’s personality. 


Of middling height, the Promised Messiah was neither 
fat nor thin. Broad shouldered and wide-chested, he was 
a model of masculine beauty. He had a wheatish comple- 
xion inclining to white. His shining face emitted subtle 
light. His hair was fine, straight and sparklingly bright, 
his beard fairly thick. His eyes were grey mixed with black, 
modestly inclined downwards. He had a straight, high and 
broad forehead, a picture of sagacity and wisdom. 


His dress was simple. He wore a kurta or kamiz and 
pyjama, a waistcoat, a long coat and aturban. On his feet 
he put locally made shoes. When going out he kept a staff 
in his hand. His food was simple. He ate very little and 
that also very slowly. 


The Messiah’s character. 


He had a firm faith in God Almighty and in the truth 
of his own claim as the Messiah and Mahdi, the promised 
restorer of Islam in our time. He cherished the deepest 
possible love for the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
God be on him). This he celebrated in prose and verse -— 
Urdu, Persian, Arabic,——and in his table talk. 


2. Worship of Allah was the one passion which 
animated his heart and which claimed most of his 
time. 


3. Fear of Allah, piety, truth and submission to the 
ordinances of the Quran as well as the injunctions 
and example of the Holy Prophet (peace and bles- 
sings of God be on him) were the ruling principles 
of his life. 


4, His life was simple, unceremonial., 


Fad 
kre 
joa 
lr 
E 
, 
| 


37 


6. Trials and trivulations did not deter him. He 


would face them with patience, perseverance and 
courage. 


6. He was used to very hard work and kept working 


day and night to fulfil the task God Almighty had 
entrusted to him. 


7. He treated both friend and foe with love and 
affection and showed for them utmost concern and 
sympathy. He was very kind and loving to his 
wife and children. He used wisdom and love in 
looking after them. 


8. He was very hospitable and felt happy receiving, 
serving and honouring his guests. 


Hazrat Mir Muhammad Ismail, surgeon, brother-in-law 


and close companion, has to say the, following about his 
character. | 


“The Promised Messiah had excellent, manners. He 
was kind, compassionate, generous, Ospitable. In 
trials and tribulations when the brave feel dismayed, 
he sprang like a fearless tiger. Forgiveness, overlooking 
others’ faults, honesty, humility, patience, gratitude, 
self-reliance, modesty, industry, contentment, loyalty, 
informality, simplicity, love and affection for all, pro- 
found fove and reverence for Allah, for the Holy 
Prophet, for Muslim divines, clemency of heart, keep- 
ing to the golden mean, regard for the rights of others, 
fulfilment of promises, vivacity, sympathy, decorum, 
purity, liveliness, light humour, courage, determina- 
tion, high resolve, self-respect, utter submission to 
the behests of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
of God be on him), were his habits, features of his 
character. . 


IT saw him when Lwas a child of two years and he 
disappeared from my sight when I was’a full-grown 
man of 27. I solemnly declare on oath that I have 
never seen a man greater thanihim in hospitality, piety, 
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saintliness, and in loving submission to Allah and tha 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of God be on him), 
He was a bright light which appeared to illumine man. 


kind.” 


His Companions. ‘ 


The following are some of his companions who were 
especially devoted to him and whom he treated with great 


affection. 


I. 


iL 


Hazrat Maulawi Nur-ud-Din, (later on his first 
successor). 


Hazrat Maulawi Abdul Karim of Sialkot. 
Hazrat Mufti Muhammad Sadiq. 


Hazrat Nawwab Muhammad Ali Khan, Chief of 
Maler Kotla (His son-in-law). 


Hazrat Maulawi Syed Muhammad Ahsan of 
Amroha. 


Hazrat Sheikh Yaqub Ali Irfani. 

Hazrat Maulawi Burhan-ud-Din of Jehlum. 

Hazrat Munshi Zafar Ahmad. 

Hazrat Maulawi Abdullah of Sinnore. 

Hazrat Pir Sirajul Haq Numani. 

Hazrat Mir Nasir Nawwab Sahib (his father-in-law). 


His writings. 


Some of his main writings are listed below. He wrote 
some 80 books in exposition of Islam, besides notices and 
leaflets for all sorts of occasions. His recorded talks with -- 
friends, visitors, and new converts run to several volumes ; 


; 


Barahin-i-Ahmadiyya, Four Volumes (1880-84) 


a9 

| 2. Patch Islam (1891). 

3, Ragigatul Wahi (1907) 

4, Tiryaqul Qulub (1899). 

5. Kishti Nuh (1902). 

6. Zarooratul Imam (1898). 

7. Aina Kamalat-i-Islam (1893). 

8. Anjam-i-Atham (1897). | 

9. Islami Usool ki Philosophy (1897). 
40. Tuhfa Golarwiya (1902). 

11. Al. Wasiyyat (1905). 

12. Masih Hindustan Mein (1908). ‘9 i 


His mission and spiritual’station .“ pM. DMB 
an ony OF i 
His message and Mission can be' stated) to be the Te 
interpretation of Islam and its re-establishment in our time. 
He came to reseat the Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace and 
blessings of God be on him) on the pedestal of glory which 
Delongs to him. He was loyal and loving servant of Holy 
Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings of God be on 
him). True, he is the Messiah and the Mahdi of prophe- 


cies, but he remains a follower, one of the Holy Prophet’s 
Umma. . 


In illustration of his Mission and spiritual station some 
__-passages from his writings are reproduced below : 


“The Holy Prophet (on whom be peace and blessings 
of God) is Khatam al-Nabiyyin and the Holy Quran is 
Khatam al-Kutyb, No other Kalima (greed) and no 
other Namaz (prayer) is now possible. Whatever he 
did, or whatever is laid down in the Holy Quran is 
final. Salvation now lies not outside these. He who 
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chooses to depart chooses hell. This is owt Faith and 
our belief. (Malfuzat Vol. 8 p. 252) 


“My belief is that to deviate in the slightest degree 
from the teachings of the Holy Prophet (on whom be 
peace and blessings of God) is to fall into unbelief. 
(Malfuzat Vol. 8 p. 30). 


He (the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace on him) is. 
the only prophet who sowed the seed of the Unity of God 
in such a way that uptil now it has not gone to waste. He 
is the only prophet who came at a time when the whole 
world had gone astray but who, before he passed away 
spread in it the doctrine of the Unity of God like a sea 
stretching far and wide. He is the only prophet for whom 
God has shown His jealousy in every age and worked 
thousands of miracles to uphold his truth. At present also 
the Holy Prophet has been slandered very much, so the 
jealousy of Gcd stirred itself more than it had stirred at 
any time before and He sent me as the Promised Messiah 
to bea witness to the truth of his prophethood. If my 
claim is empty of arguments then I am an impostor, but if 
God has testified to my truth by showing signs in the whole 
length and breadth of this earth, then His fear demands. 
that I should be accepted with all my teachings. 


God has shown for me signs, had they been showm 
in the time of those people who were destroyed by water, 
fire and wind, they would not have perished. But to whom 
should J liken these people? They are like an unfortunate 
person who has eyes but sees not, ears but hears not and 
intelligence but understands not, 1 weep for them and they 
laugh at me. I give them the water of life and they throw 
fire on me. God has appeared to me not with His Word 
alone but with His Works also. He has manifested Himself 
to me and shown such works in my support Which are never 
shown for anyone until He receives His special grace. He 
wil] show such works for me in future also, ~ 


People have forsaken me but God has accepted me. 
Who is there who can compete with me im ghawing signs ? 
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T have come so that God may manifest Himself through me.. 
He was like a hidden treasure but by sending me He has. 
resolved to confound all atheists and faithless people who: 
deny God. But my dear ones! who are striving to seek 
God, I give you glad tidings that the true God is He Who. 
has sent down the Holy Quran. He is the One Who has. 
manifested Himself to me and Who is ever with me. 

(Notice attached to Haqiqat al-Wahi, P. 617). 


I would be doing an injustice to mankind if I do not: 
plainly own that God Almighty, out of His sheer Bounty, 
has invested me with the status which I have detailed 
already and praised highly and in which a man receives. 
His communion. He has done me this Favour so that 
I may give sight to the blind and lead the seekers to Him. 
Who has been lost ; also that I may give good news of that 
holy Fountain of which many talk but only a few receive, 
and conduct those to it who will accept the truth. I assure 
the audience that the God, in meeting with Whom lies the: 
salvation of man and his eternal happiness, can never be 
found except by following the Holy Quran. Would that. 
people shall see what I have seen and hear what I have: 
heard and casting away vain stories run towards the truth, 
The perfect source of knowledge with which God can be 
seen, the cleansing water which can remove the dirt of 
doubts, and the mirror in which we can see the Face of the 
Supreme Being is the communion with God which I have 
just mentioned. Let him whose soul desires the truth rise: 
and seek. (Islami Ussul ki Philosophy, p. 128). 


I have been sent to strengthen: faith in God by proving. 
His existence and by making His Being manifest to the 
people. The condition of faith has. become so weak that 
the Hereafter is now taken as a mere fantasy and the actions 
of men clearly show that the degree of certainty with which 
they believe in this world and the sort of trust which they 
put on worldly means they do not entertain them about. 
God and the next world. They pay a lot of lip service. 
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‘to God but their heart is dominated b y the love of the 
‘world alone. 


Hazrat Masih (Jesus Christ) had found the Jews in this 
very state, and as it is a natural consequence of weak faith, 
their moral condition had become extremely depraved. The 
love of God had completely frozen in their hearts. The 
‘same conditions have come to prevail in my time also, 
‘Consequently I have been sent so that truth and faith may 
again dominate and fear of God: may again be kindled in 
‘the heart of man. These are the ends for which I have 
‘come. I have been reassured that heaven will again come 
near to the earth after it had moved away. I am the 
‘Reformer come to reform these conditions. These are indeed 
the works for which I have been commissioned. 


(Kitab al-Barriyya, pp. 293-294). 


———— 


By way of concluding my argument, I would again say 
‘that finding this age full of darkness and immersed in 
negligence, disbelief and polytheism ; also observing high 
moral qualities like faith, fear of God and righteousness 
declining God Almighty has sent me so that He may again 
establish true knowledge, sincere practice, true faith and 
moral values in this world and also save Islam from the 
attacks of its enemies who want to harm it by means of 
hilosophy, irreligion, polytheism and atheism. 


(Aina Kamalat Islam, p. 251). 


ae CES coe) 


This humble one has been sent to convey only this 
message to mankind that out of the religions extant at 
present in this world the religion which the Holy Quran 
has brought is the only true religion and it alone fulfils the 
will of God, also to warn them that to enter the house of 
salvation, the only door is the creed ‘There is no God but 
Allah, Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah’. 


(Hujjat al-Islam, pp. 12-13). 


—-—_—- —— 
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God Almighty desires to draw all those who live in 
different parts of this earth like Europe and Asia ; all those 
who possess a righteous spirit to the doctrine of the Unity 
of God and so to gather all His servants into One Brother- 
hood. This is the purpose of God Almighty for whieh I 
have been sent in this world. So try to work for this 
object with gentleness, kindness and constant prayers. 


_ (Al-Wassiyyat, pp. 10-11). 


I believe in all those revelations of God which are 
descending upon me in the same way as I believe in the 
Torah, the Injeel and the Holy Quran, and I know and 
recognise the God Who revealed them. 

(Tabligh Risalat, VIII, pp. 64-65). 


—s ees et 


I am the Light of this dark age. He who follows me 
will be saved from falling in the pits and ditches dug.by 
Satan for those who love darkness. I have been sent so 
that with peace and meekness, I may lead mankind towards 
the True God. (Masih Hindustan mein, p. 11). 


CHAPTER II 
Maulana Nur-ud-Din, the Messiah’s first Khalifa 


Hazrat Hakim Maulawi Nur-ud-Din was very highly 
esteemed by the Promised Messiah for his unstinted loyalty 
to his cause and for the immense sacrifices which he had 
made for it. The love and affection which he bore for the 
master was unique. This, the Messiah has acknowledged 
again and again in his writings. In fact he gave the 
Maulana precedence over the rest of his followers and re- 
garded him as his most beloved, faithful, and true friend. 
This is evident from the incident that when he had called 
upon his admirers to perform Bai’at on his hand, Hazrat 
Maulawi Nur-ud-Din was given the honour of being the 
first to be called. } 


Hazrat Maulawi Nur-ud-Din was born in 1841 at 
Bhera, a town in Sargodha District. His father’s name 
was Hazrat Hafiz Ghulam Rasul and that of his mother 
Nur Bakht. Descended from Hazrat Umar, the second 
Khalifa of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of God be 
on him), the family was deeply respected for their learning 
and piety. The learning and teaching of the Holy Quran 
was their custom. In conformity with it, Hazrat Maulawi 
Sahib learnt from his mother the reading of the Holy Quran 


as amere child. Ashe grew up he travelled in quest of 


knowledge to Lahore, Rampur, Delhi, Lucknow and Bhopal, 
centres of religious education at that time. He studied 
religion and Greek medicine from top-class scholars and 
physicians. 


He had a living faith in God. His reliance on Him for 
aj! his needs was complete. God Almighty also treated 
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Hazrat Al-Haj Maulana Hakim Nur-ud-Din 
Khalifatul Masih | 
(May Allah be pleased with him) 
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him in unique ways. His needs were provided miracu- 
Jously. 


In 1865-66, he journeyed to the holy cities of Mecca 
and Medina where he stayed for about 3 years for acquir- 
ing religious knowledge. He returned home after performing 
Hajj. 


Back at Bhera he started a seminary where he taught 
the Holy Quran and the Traditions of the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of God be on him) to anyone who felt 
interested. Side by side with it, he started practice in Greek 
medicine. His approach to medical problems was com- 
prehensive, not excluding modern methods, nor some he 
had discovered through his own original experience. He 
was so successful in the art of healing that people travelled 
to his clinic from distant places. The Ruler of Kashmir 
was impressed by his fam2 and made him his court physi- 
cian. He remained attached to his court for a long time. 
During his stay in Kashmir he continued to hold.Quran 
classes and also to explain and propagate Islam. 


In 1885, Hazrat Maulawi Sahib for the first time came 
across a notice published by the Promised Messiah. He was 
so deeply attracted to it that he at once repaired to Qadian 
to pay homage to its author. At the first glance he was 
convinced of the Messiah’s truth and of his spiritual emi- 
nence. From now on he became and remained his loving 
servant. When in 1889, the Promised Messiah started recei- 
ving Bai’at (affirmation of faith and affiliation) he was the 
first to be invited. When in 1890 the Messiah announced 
his claim, he subscribed to it without the least hesitation. 


Marriage. 


When he was 30 years old, he married Fatima Bibi, 
the daughter of Sheikh Mukarram Qureshi Usmani. She 
died in 1905. After her, at the instance of the Promised 
Messiah, he married Hazrat Sughra Begum, daughter of 
Hazrat Sufi Ahmad Jan of Ludhiana. She died at Rabwah 
in 1955. 
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Writings. 


In 1887-88 he wrote Fasl-al-Khitab in refutation of 
Christianity. In 1890 he wrote another book Tasdiq Barahin — 
Ahmadiyya. Both these books he wrote in compliance with 
the wishes of the Promised Messiah. ' 


Retirement and migration. 


He had joined Maharaja Ranbir Singh’s service in 
Kashmir in 1867. In 1892 the old Maharaja died and the 
new Maharaja Partap Singh terminated his services at the 
instigation of courtiers inimical to Islam and to Hazrat 
Maulawi Sahib. So he came back to Bhera where he star- 
ted the building of a big clinic. It was under construction 
when in 1893 he went to Lahore on some business. Qadian 
was not far from Lahore and he thought he should go and 
meet the Promised Messiah. So he went to Qadian and met 
his master. After some days when he was thinking of ask- 
ing for leave to return to Bhera, the Prcmised Messiah 
asked him to stay on for some time more. Hazrat Maulaw? 
Sahib complied. Another week passed. The Promised 
Messiah asked him to have his wife join him. Hazrat 
Maulawi Sahib did so. Sometimes afterwards the Promised 
Messiah asked him to get his books shifted to Qadian, he 
was so fond of reading. So Hazrat Maulaw1 Sahib got his 
books moved to Qadian. When a few days more had passed 
the Promised Messiah said : 

“‘Maulawi Sahib! forget about your home town now.” 
And Maulawi Sahib did so. The thought of the unfinished 
clinic did not disturb him at all, he told his friends, some 
time afterwards. 

‘I forgot all about my home—I did not see it even In 

my dreams,” 

After he had settled down at Qadian, many people 
counselled him to open a clinic in some big city like Amrit- 
sar or Lahore, but he preferred to remain with his master, 
Here he made himself very busy, ready at the shortest 
notice to carry on the wishes of the Promised Messiah. 
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Daily he would see the patients, some coming from far- 
flung places, teach the Holy Quran and the Traditions ; lead, 
the daily prayers; correct the proofs of the Promised, 
Messiah’s books and hunt up old books required for refer- 
ence by the Messiah. When a college was started at Qadian, 
he taught Arabic to the students. When the Sadar Anju-. 
man Ahmadiyya was formed, the Promised Messiah made 
him its first Chairman. 


His life at Qadian was dedicated to the service of the 
Community, to teaching, to looking after the poor and the 
sick. He had a house made of unbaked clay bricks near- 
the house of the Promised Messiah. Here in one) foom, 
seated on a mat he would do his day’s work. As his fame- 
had spread throughout the sub-continent, people came to. 
seek his advice from far and near:’ Some patients would 
pay. His earnings he would subscribe towards the printing. 
of the Promised Messiah’s works. The rest he spent on, 
the poor, keeping very little for himself. 


The First Khalifa. 


The Promised Messiah died on May 26, 1908. On May 
27 when his Janaza was brought from Lahore to Qadian,. 
the community unanimously elected Hazrat Maulawi Nur-. 
ud-Din, the Messiah’s first Khalifa. All Ahmadis perform~ 
ed bai’at on the hand of the new Imam, the new Head. 
Before accepting the high office he said : 


‘‘] have no wish to become an Imam, but if you want 
really to choose me and perform bai’at on my hand, then. 
hearken ! Bai’at means to be sold. If you agree, I will then: 
sath this burden though I do not wish it.” (Badar, June 

, 1908). 


Principal events. 


__ During the lifetime of the Promised Messiah, a class for- 
higher religious studies had already been attached to the: 
Talimul Islam High School. Hazrat Khalifatul Masih I in. 
deference to the Promised Messiah’s wishes turned it into a 
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‘separate institution, calling it Madrassah Ahmadiyya. The 
‘foundation stone was laid by him in 1909. Hazrat Maulawi 
Syed Muhammad Sarwar Shah served it as its first Head. 
master. During the time of the second successor the 
Madrassah produced a good number of missionaries who 
‘spread to parts of the world to teach and convert. 


He made another notable contribution to the cause of 
Islam. Up to that time no English translation of the Holy 
‘Quran done by a Muslim existed. Hazrat Maulawi Nur- 
ud-Din initiated work on this project and entrusted it to 
Maulawi Muhammad Ali Sahib, a companion of the 
Promised Messiah. Maulawi Sahib would prepare the 
.draft translation of the text in English and add explanatory 
notes. He would use material, taken from the Promised 
Messiah’s Urdu books and from what Hazrat Khalifatul 
Masih explained in his lectures and talks. He would then 
tead out his translation and notes to Hazrat Khalifatul 
Masih who would comment and correct. Maulawi Sahib 
would then reshape the English draft accordingly. © 


At the time of Hazrat Mirza Bashir-ud-Din Mahmud 
Ahmad’s succession to Khilafat, Maulawi Muhammad Alt 
‘Sahib dissented and went away to Lahore. He took the 
manuscript of English translation of the Holy Quran with 
him and published it from Lahore. The Lahore version was 
made to suit some of Maulawi Muhammad Ali’s new beliefs. 


Under the aegis of Hazrat Khalifatul Masih I the 
English translation and commentary was taken up afresh 
and published in course of time, a first part appearing as 


-early as 1915. 

During his time he built many public buildings. The 
population of Qadian increased. Public buildings like Nur 
Mosque, T.I. High School and its boarding house were 
built. The Aqsa Mosque was expanded. 


The following papers also made their appearance : 


Akhbar Nur, Akhbar Al-Haq, Risala Ahmadiyya, Ahmadi 
hatoon, Paighami Sulh, Al-Fazal., 
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The first Islamic mission abroad was started in England 
uting his time by Chaudhri Fateh Muhammad Sayal in 


913. 


Vs from a horse. 


On November 18 1910 Hazrat Maulawi Nur-ud-Din 
fell from a horse and severely wounded in the forehead. 
He bled profusely and grew very weak. The Promised 
Messiah had seen a dream in 1905 in which he had seen 
Hazrat Maulawi Sahib fall from a horse. The dream was 
fulfilled. 


Another important event which took place during his 
caliphate concerns the dispute which arose over the institu- 
tion of Khilafat and culminated after his death in splitting 
the Jamaat intc two groups. In Islamic polity, power 
belongs to the Khalifa, subject to the limits set by the 
Shariat. He is accountable to God alone and carries out: 
His commandments. The Khalifa is enjoined to take 
counsel from the Community but the decisions are his.’ 
Some prominent members of the Sadar Anjuman Ahmadi- 
yya wanted the power to be vested in the Anjuman, not in 
the Khalifa. Their pretext was that the Promised Messiah 
had appointed the Sadar Anjuman Ahmadiyya, not the 
Khalifa as his successor. But this plea did not work. On 
the election of Hazrat Khalifatul Masih I, members of the 
Anjuman had themselves performed Bai’ at on his hand, and 
declared in writing that they had done -so according to the 
wishes of the Promised Messiah contained in his Al- 
Wasiyyat. On that occasion they pledged to obey the 
res in the same way as they had obeyed the Promised 
NVLESsian. 


When they perceived that this ruse did not succeed 
they started a whispering campaign to the effect that the 
Promised Messiah was not a prophet and so there was no 
need of Khilafat after him. But the Jamaat as a whole 
would not respond to this false plea, For, it knew very 
well that though the Promised Messiah was a servant of the 
~doly Prophet (peace and blessings of God be on him), yet 
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he had claimed to be a prophet, a follower prophet, to be 
exact. When this plan also failed they tried to encroach, 
upon the powers of Khalifa and to restrict him to functions. 
like leading juma’a and daily prayers and so on. Adminis- 
trative powers should be wielded by the Sadar Anjuman, 
Ahmadiyya. But this idea too they could not sell to the 
Jamaat, for they knew that the Khalifa is the supreme head 
in an Islamic organisation and must be obeyed in every- 
thing except, however, what is against the Shariat. Hazrat. 
Khalifatul Masih I had made this point very clear in his. 
sermons and speeches. But they published anonymous. 
pamphlets, raising points and urging their views against. 
Khilafat. It also proved vain. So when the split occurred 
only a few persons sided with the dissenters, the majority 
sticking to the right path. 


Hazrat Khalifatul Masih J had also taken notice of 
their subversive activities and admonished the dissenters. 
many atime. On one occasion he was so angry with them 
that he cancelled their bai’at and commanded them to per- 
form it again. They performed Bai’at again apparently 
affirming their faith in the institution of Khilafat, but 
inwardly they went on trying to undemine the institution. 
When Hazrat Khalifatul Masih I died they openly dissented. 
from it and formed a separate organisation under the 
leadership of Maulawi Muhammad Ali by the name of 
Ahmadiyya Anjuman Jshaat-i-Islam. 


Khalifa I passes away. 


After an illness of some months, Hazrat Khalifatul 
Masih I died on Friday, March 13, 1914, at 2 p.m. 


Next day election was held and Hazrat Mirza Bashirud 
Din Mahmud Ahmad was elected Khalifa, or second 
successor of the Promised Messiah. The first thing he did 
was to Jead the funeral service of the deceased Khalifa with 
thousands of Ahmadis joining. His remains were buried in 
the special graveyard by the side of his master. Thus ended 
the life of a passionate lover of Islam, the Holy Quran, and 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of God be on him) + 
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of one, who had served the Promised Messiah most loyally 
throughout his life. 


Hazrat Khalifatul Masih I was out and out a Godly 
person. He had unbounded love for Allah and the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of God be on him). The Holy 
Quran held him in a constant spell. He would hold it 
before him even when ailing and find his heart’s content 
only in its study. 


His learning was wide and deep. He had a keen insight 
into the meaning of the Holy Book. Endowed with a clear 
perception of the forces which were then working against 
Islam he had fully realised that the Promised Messiah was 
the man destined to bring about its renaissance and make it 
prevail over all other religions. That is why he was so 
thoroughly devoted to him and held him in such reverence 
that he would obey even the least of his wishes. On receiv- 
ing word from him he would forget all his personal needs 
and start doing what he had been told. | 


Here is a typical incident. The Promised Messiah had 
gone to Delhi. He sent a telegraphic message from, there 
calling Hazrat Maulawi Sahib to come to Delhi at:once. 
He received the telegram when he was sitting in his clinic. 
On receiving the message he started on the journey—— 
literally--— at once. He did not go to his house to collect 
his bedding and the money necessary for the railway 
journey. Some of his friends remonstrated with him that 
he should not start on such a long journey without provid- 
ing himself with all the necessities. They insisted that'such 
could not be the intention of the Promised Messiah. But 
he said that he considered it a sin to delay his departure 
even by a second when his master had asked him to ‘go at 
once. So he started at once unprovided all alone. But 
look how God helped him. 


When he reached the Batala railway station from where 
he was to catch the train for Delhi, a strange thing happen- 
ed. A rich man ailing with something was strolling on the 
platform. When he saw Hazrat Mautawi Sahib, he hurried 
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towards him and humbly sought his advice. Hazrat 
Maulawi Sahib felt his pulse, and wrote out a prescription 
for him. The sick man then went to the booking office 
and bought for Hazrat Maulawi Sahib a first class railway 
ticket to Delhi. He also gave him money for the journey. 
Reliance on God could not be more complete and more 
rewarding. The Almighty came to his help. 


The Promised Messiah held Hazrat Maulawi Sahib in 
very great love and esteem. In one of his Persian poems he 
has praised him thus : 


‘‘How grand would it be if every one of the Ummah 
would become Nur-ud-Din : 


It would have been so if, every one 


Would become filled with the light and certitude of 
Faith.” 


Hazrat Maulawi Sahib also played a vital role in estab- 
lishing Khilafat as a permanent institution in the Jamaat. 
Some vocal members of the Sadar Anjuman were out to 
abolish it. But he took a firm stand in this matter and 
frustrated their designs completely. Had they succeeded the 
one rallying point would have been lost to the Jamaat. 
Its unity and solidarity would have come to an end. 


Then in the matter of his successor also he did not 
leave the Jamaat in doubt. He had appointed Hazrat Mirza 
Bashir-ud-Din Mahmud Ahmad President of Sadr Anjuman 
Ahmadiyya and also leader of the Juma and daily prayers. 
So when the time came for the election of the second 
successor the majority of the Jamaat chose the right path 
and remained united under Khilafat, on one hand. 


Tributes to his memory 


Apart from Ahmadis, Hazrat Khalifatul Masih I was 
admired and revered by Muslims in general also, which is 
evident from the rich tributes payed to his memory by the 
national press on his bereavement. The Daily Zamindar 
of Lahore wrote : 
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In today’s Indian Telegraphic News the intimation 
that Maulawi Hakim Nur-ud-Din Sahib, who was a gréat 
scholar and a distinguished divine, passed away on 
13 March 1914 after an illness extending over several weeks, 
will be read generally by the Muslims and particularly by 
our Ahmadi friends with great pain and grief. To Allah 
we belong and to Him we shall return. 


Maulawi Hakim Nur-ud-Din bore the title of Khalifatul 
Masih among his followers and was the Successor of Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmad of blessed memory. The members of the 
Ahmadiyya Community will continue to be agitated for a 
long time under the impact of the serious shock of his 
death. Even apart from his religious beliefs the personality 
and ability of Maulana Hakim Nur-ud-Din were such as to 
afflict the hearts of all Muslims with sorrow and grief at 
his passing away. It has been said that it takes a century 
to produce an individual possessing superb qualities. On 
account of his vast knowledge and his high intellect 
Maulana Hakim Nur-ud-Din was such a superb personality. 
We are sorrowful that a great scholar has today departed 
from our midst. We have sincere sympathy with our 
Ahmadi friends in their tragic bereavement, which has 
overtaken them like the bursting of a mountain of pain and 
suffering over their heads. We pray the most Merciful 
One may receive the soul of Maulawi Hakim Nur-ud-Din 
into His mercy and may bestow steadfastness upon his 
followers and the members of his family. 


The Municipal Gazette wrote : 


We announce with great grief and sorrow the death at 
Qadian at 2 p.m. on 13 March, after an illness extending 
over several weeks, of Maulawi Hakim Nur-ud-Din Sahib, 
the Khalifa of the Ahmadiyya Community. To Allah we 
belong and to Him shall we return. 


As is well known the deceased, on account of his 
matchless learning, piety and righteousness, was un- 
doubtedly a holy and praiseworthy Khalifa for the Ahma- 
diyya Community, but for the Muslims of India generally 
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also he was a great scholar and a learned divine. His love 
for the Holy Quran was unmatched. The way in which he 
expounded the verities and insights of the Holy Quran to 
the Ahmadiyya Community in the latter part of his life was 
exemplary. He was also an expert physician. He wrote 
several books about Islam based on extensive research and 
inquiry and forcefully refuted the critics of Islam. His 
death is not only a great shock for the Ahmadiyya Com- 
munity, itis not any the less distressing for the general 
body of Muslims. May Allah, the Exalted, receive him into 
His mercy and bestow steadfastness upon his survivors. 


(Reproduced from Ahmadiyyat by Muhammad Zafrulla 
Khan, Tabshir Publications, 1978). 


© 


Hazrat Al-Haj Mirza Bashir-ud-Din Mahmud Ahmad 
Khalifatul Masih Il 
(May Allah be pleased with him) 


CHAPTER Ill 
THE SECOND SUCCESSOR 


Hazrat Mirza Bashir-ud-Din Mahmud Ahmad, the 
‘second successor of the Promised Messiah, was born on 
“Saturday, January 12 1889 at Qadian. He was the eldest of 
the Messiah’s surviving sons from his second wife, Hazrat 
‘Ummul Momineen, Syeda Nusrat Jahan Begum. In him 
‘was fulfilled the prophecy made by the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of God be on him) that the Messiah on his 
-second coming would marry and be blessed with children. 
It signified that his children would follow in his footsteps 
and serve the cause of Islam. The prophecy was repeated 
by the Messiah himself and was" fulfilled im the "person of 
Hazrat Mirza Bashir-ud-Din Mahmud Ahmad. In this 
‘prophecy God had promised a son to the Promised Messiah, 
who would manifest the glory of the Holy Quran, with 
‘whose coming will come truth with all its blessings, and 
falsehood will vanish with all its evils, who will be accom- 
‘panied by grace and lead the cause of Islam to victory and 
“success ; whose advent will be the manifestation of divine 
“power, who will advance with leaps and bounds and whose 
name will spread to the ends of the earth and through whom 
slave nations will receive their freedom. This prophecy 
Bad We published by the Promised Messiah on February 

0 1886. 


Hazrat Mirza Bashir-ud-Din Mahmud Ahmad, the 
‘second successor of the Promised Messiah was the son pro- 
mised in the prophecy. For'$2 years he led the community 
from strength to strength until it achieved its present status 
in the world of religion. 


He was born in 1889 and in the same year the Promised 
Messiah took the first bai’at, So the birth of the Ahmadi- 
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yya Movement in Islam synchronises with the birth of the 
Messiah’s promised son. 


When he grew up he was admitted to the local school. 
But owing to bad health he could not concentrate on his. 
studies and ended up by failing in his Matriculation exami- 


nation. 


He did not enter any other school. Attending a 
University was out of question. But as the Promised Messiah. 
had foretold, he yet became educated and informed both in 
secular and in spiritual sciences. This is proved by his. 
achievements, by his books and his public addresses, above 
all by the quality of his leadership and by the quality of 
character he imparted to the Jamaat. It is proved also. 
by his own career and the career of the Community he led, 
through crisis after crisis. All this is history and history 
well-known to those who came close to him. 


He was endowed with a strong passion for serving 
Islam. During the lifetime of the Promised Messiah, when 
he was yet in his teens he prepared himself actively for 
pushing forward the Islamic cause. He organised a literary 
association of his friends with the name of ‘‘Tashhizul 
Azhan’”’ for practising the art of public speaking. He also 
started a magazine of the same name for practising the 
art of writing. The speeches he made and the articles he 
wrote were all directed to aclear, original and living ex- 
position of Islam. 


Similarly, at a very early period of his life he took deep 
interest in the study of the Holy Quran. He would become 
absorbed in jt and dig into its hidden meaning bringing 
something fresh and meaningful for the modern mind. 
Hazrat Khalifatu] Masih J, great lover of the Holy Quran, 
was his guide in this study. He taught him the Holy Quram 
and some books on the traditions of the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of God be on him). In fact his asso- 
ciation with Hazrat Khalifatul Masih I forms a most in- 
teresting chapter in the history of the Ahmadiyya Movement 
and personal history of the two first Khalifas. 
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On May 26, 1908 when the Promised Messiah passed! 
away, he was 19 years old. On that solemn occasion he- 
stood by the Messiah’s body and solemnly pledged to- 
Almighty Allah that even if all his followers forsook the: 
Messiah’s Mission, he would stand by him for ever and 
work for it single-handed, if necessary. He lived for 57° 
years after this undertaking and every moment throughout 
this period of time is witness to the fact that he stood by 
his pledge in letter and in spirit. 


In 1911, with the permission of Hazrat Khalifatut 
Masih IJ he set up an association with the name of Majli 
Ansarullah, (Association of the Helpers of Allah) which did 
very useful work in spreading education in the community 
and in the upbringing of its youth. In 1912 he performed 
Hajj and visited the holy cities of Mecca and Medina. In 
1913 he started a weekly by the name of Al-Fazal, which in 
course of time became a daily. During this period, he also- 
toured the country making speeches in places. 


At this very time when he was only a youth he was: 
able to perceive that some vocal members of the community 
were out to disrupt it and to deflect it from the right course. 
They were dissenting from the institution of Khilafat and 
wanted to undo it. He warned the jamaat accordingly and’ 
faced the dissenters with courage and determination. The- 
dissenters failed to corrupt the Jamaat. Leaders of this. 
faction were powerful members of the Sadar Anjuman 
Ahmadiyya. They called him a ‘‘child”. But this ‘‘child”” 
saved the Jamaat. 


Election as Khalifa. 


The first Successor of the Promised Messiah died ons 
March 13 1914 in the afternoon. It was a very critical! 
moment for the Jamaat. On the one hand it was over-- 
whelmed by grief at its great Joss and on the other the fear: 
of disruption looked large in the horizon. The Jamaat 
was praying tearfully to Almighty Allah for saving it from: 
discord while the factionist minority were out to spread dis— 
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‘sensions. Addressing the Jamaat at this critical juncture 
Hazrat Mizra Bashir-ud-Din Mahmud Ahmad told them 
to face the situation boldly. He exhorted them to keep 
steadfast in pursuing the Promised Messiah’s Mission and 
to be wary about the machinations of its—witting or un- 
witting —ill-wishers. 


The next day he contacted the leaders of the dissenting 
group and assured them that if the majority would elect one 
of their group as Khalifa he would be first to pledge his 
‘fealty to him. He was only trying to keep them attached to 
‘the Khilafat. But they refused. They were bent upon 
-destroying the institution. 


Maulawi Muhammad Ali, chief spokesman of the dis- 
-senters, had published a pamphlet while Hazrat Khalifatul 
Masih was yet alive. It was circulated to the Jamaat centres 
expeditiously. In the pamphlet he had pressed for the dis- 
-solution of the Khilafat and exhorted the Jamaat to support 
the dissenters. 


After the afternoon prayer service some 2,000 people 
<oming from various centres of the community gathered in 
the court of the Nur Mosque. The purpose was to elect 
the new Khalifa. First of all Hazrat Nawwab Muhammad 
Ali Khan read out the will of Hazrat Khalifatul Masih I in 
which he had expressly wanted the Jamaat to elect a new 
successor. When the assembly heard the will they exclaimed 
“Hazrat Mian Sahib”, meaning that they voted for Hazrat 
Mirza Bashir-ud-Din Mahmud Ahmad. 


An old companion of the Promised Messiah, Hazrat 
Maulawi Syed Muhammed Ahsan of Amroha then came 
to the rostrum and stressing the importance of the institu- 
tion of Khilafat formally proposed the name of Hazrat 
Mirza Bashir-ud-Din Mahmud Ahmad. ‘‘We second it’, 
‘We second it” came the resounding cry from the assembly, 
They insisted that bai’at should be taken forthwith. 


Maulawi Muhammad Ali Sahib, chief of the dissenting 
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group, rose to say something, but the assembly stopped 
him. He was against the very institution—why should 
they listen to him ? 


Then practically all present rose and gathered round 
Hazrat Mirza Bashir-ud-Din Mahmud Ahmad entreating 
him to take their bai’at there and then. He was reluctant 
but when the assembly persisted, he agreed, and took the 
bai’at (formal declaration of loyalty to the Khalifa). The 
people sitting near him got hold of his hand, those behind 
them put their hands on the backs of those who were 
grasping his hand. All the back rows did the same. The 
formula of bai’at was then repeated by them while they were 
all hoarse with emotion. The bai’at-taking over, the assem- 
bly prayed for a long time for God’s blessing upon the 
Jamaat under its new leadership. 


Mirza Bashir-ud-Din Mahmud Ahmad, now Hazrat 
Khalifatul Masih II, then stood up and said that though he 
was a very weak mortal, yet he was fully confident that God 
will give him the power to fulfil his responsibilities. He 
called upon the Jamaat to rally round the Khilafat for the 
uplift of Islam and Ahmadiyyat. 


Maulawi Muhammad Ali and his associates felt disma- 
yed and left the assembly. After a few days they left Qadian 
itself and established a separate Anjuman at Lahore. In 
the beginning they claimed that the majority of the Jamaat 
was still with them, but with the passage of time they 
realised that it was not so. 


Principal events. 


The blessed period of Hazrat Khalifatul Masih II is 
stretched over a period of 51 years seven months and twenty 
six days from March 14 1914 to November 8 1965. His 
achievements in the cause of Islam and Ahmadiyyat are 
immeasurable. It is not possible even to touch upon them 
in a booklet like ours. Giving details is out of question. 
Only salient features are listed below, 
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1. Missionary Enterprise. 


Very early in his Caliphate (or better Khilafat) Hazrat 
Khalifatul Masih IJ attended to the primary object of the 
Jamaat, i.c., taking Islam to all climes and countries. He 
started preparing missionaries for establishing overseas 
missions and producing suitable literature for distribution. 
To keep this twofold work going he assembled the necessary 
means. In 1934 he created a completely new organisation 
under the name of Tahrik-i-Jadid, to which he entrusted 
everything connected with missions outside the Indo- 
Pakistan sub-continent. 


The first Ahmadiyya Mission overseas was founded im 
Europe. Pioneer missionary, Choudhry Fateh Muhammad 
Sayal, reached London in 1913. In April 1914 under in- 
structions from Hazrat Khalifatul Masih II. Ch. Fateh 
Muhammad Sayal set up a mission in London. He pur- 
chased a plot of land at Putney, Southfields, on which are 
now situated the Mission House and the Fazal Mosque 
(commonly known as the London Mosque). | 


Since then, London Mission has been served by many 
illustrious missionaries who have all contributed to its 
reputation. Maulawi Abdul Rahim Dard, Maulawi Sher 
Ali and Mailk Ghulam Farid have served this mission for 
long. Mufti Muhammad Sadiq and Maulawi Abdul Rahim 
Nayyar who became famous later for their successful prose- 
lytising work in USA and West Africa respectively have also 
served the London Mission. 


Hazrat Khalifatul Masih II visited the mission in 1924. 
He had then gone there to participate in the Conference om 
Living Religions, organised by the sponsors of the Wembley: 
Exhibition. His paper on Islam, prepared by himself, a 
resume of his larger work, Ahmadiyyat or the True Islam 
was read in this Conference by Chaudhri Muhammad 
Zafrulla Khan. 


During his stay in London, he laid the foundation 
stone of the Fazal Mosque, Putney, Southfields on October 
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19, 1924. It was completed in 1926 and formally opened 
in October of the same year by Sir Abdul Qadir, well- 
known leader, jurist, literateur of the Pakistan-India sub- 
continent. 


Tn 1955, largely for reasons of health, Hazrat Khalifa- 
tul Masih II visited Europe for a second time and sanctioned 
a number of missions in the continent. 


During 1935-38, missions were opened in Poland, 
Hungary, Yugoslavia, italy, Albania, Argentina and Japan. 
Some literature was also produced in local languages. But 
at the outbreak of second World War in 1939, these missions 
had to be closed and could not be revived. On the cessa- 
tion of hostilities, some of these countries came under 
Communist regimes. 


However, in Yugoslavia, Ahmadiyyat is now gaining 
converts. 


A mission was opened in France also in 1945. It was 
<losed after a few years. : 


In Spain where Islam had flourished for nearly 800 
years during its glorious days, an Ahmadiyya Muslim 
mission was opened in 1946. It has done good work in 
conveying the message of Islam to Cuba, Argentina, Peru, 
and some other South American States. Work was also 
started in the Philippine Islands. 


In 1949 Ahmadiyya Muslim Mission was established in 
Hamburg (West Germany). In 1957 it had a mosque built. 
A second mosque in Germany was built in Frankfurt in 
1959. These two missions have produced good literature 
about Islam in German. The German translation of the 
Holy Quran has run through several editions. 


In Holland, our mission was established in 1947. The 
Ahmadiyya Muslim Mosque in The Hague was opened in 
1955. A Dutch translation of the Holy Quran has been 
published besides some other books on Islam and on the 
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<g the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of God be om 
him). 


Our Mission in Switzerland was started in 1948, 4 
mosque was built in Zurich in 1963. Itscorner stone was 
laid by Sahibzadi Amatul Hafiz Begum, youngest daughter 
of the Promised Messiah. 


In Scandinavia, our mission was first established in 
Copenhagen in 1956. Since then missions have been opened 
in Norway and Sweden. These extreme northern parts of 
Europe have come into contact with Islamic missions only 
now, for in its earlier move onwards Islam did not penet- 
rate into these territories. 


In America our first mission was established in 1920 by 
Hazrat Dr. Mufti Muhammad Sadiq, an old companion of 
the Promised Messiah. Subsequently it was shifted to 
Chicago where he built a mosque. From here he started a 
quarterly magazine, Muslim Sunrise. Missions have since 
been established in New York, Dayton, Washington and. 
Pittsburgh. Mosques have been built in many places. 


In South America our Missions are established in 
Guyana and Surinam. The former was opened in 1960 and 
the latter in 1975. 


In the Indonesian Archipelago our mission was started 
in 1925. Since then Ahmadi communities have sprung up 
not only in its cities and towns but also in small villages 
scattered over these countless islands. Literature has been 
a in local languages and is very popular with the 
people. 


Jn Malaysia and North Borneo our mission was opened 
in 1935. Active communities are now flourishing in Kuala 
Lumpur, Singapore, Kuala Lipis, Jeram, Jesselton, Laban, 
Lingkungan. 


Hazrat Khalifatu] Masih II established g mission in 
Japan also in 1935, which, however, was closed on the out- 
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break of the second World War. This mission was re- 
established in 1969 by Hazrat Khalifatul Masih If and, 
some literature in Japanese has since been produced. 


In Burma, Ahmadiyya Muslim Mission is active since 
its establishment in 1938. It has erected two mosques and 
published a Chinese and a Burmese version of The Teachings 
of Islam. 


In the Philippines, Ahmadiyya has taken root through 
correspondence and distribution of literature. A number 
of Philippinos have joined the Movement. 


Some missionaries were also sent to Hong Kong in 
1935. The purpose was to push Islam into the mainland. 
too. On the commencement of the second World War this. 
mission was closed. However, our literature has been reach~ 
ing Formosa. A Chinese translation of the Holy Quran 
which has since come out, shows that Chinese intellectuals. 
have generally adopted the Promised Messiah’s version of- 
the meaning of the Holy Quran. 


It is hard to say anything about conditions prevailing: 
in people’s China, but it is in the air that the Promised 
Messiah’s exegesis of the Quran is making a remarkable. 
change in the thinking of Chinese Muslims. 


In Ceylon and Mauritius, Ahmadiyya Muslim Missions. 
were established as early as 1915. They were reorganised. 
under Tabrik-i-Jadid in 1951. Ceylon Mission has produced. 
a Sinhalese translation of the Promised Messiah’s Teachings: 
of Islam. Our literature has served well to defend Islam. 
in this part of the world. 


Our Mauritius Mission has produced French transla- 
tions of a good many books by the Promised Messiah. In. 
fact this is our centre for the production and distribution of 
French literature on Islam and Ahmadiyya. At present the 
mission has finalised French translation of the Holy Quran,. 
with commentary. 


In Iran, the first missionary, Shahzada Abdul Majid, 
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went there in 1924. Two other missionaries went there. A 
‘Persian version of The Teachings of Islam was produced by 


this mission. 


In Fiji Islands our mission was started in 1960 and the 
community is growing rapidly. The Teachings of Islam has 
been published in the local language. 


In Palestine our mission was opened in 1928. In the 
‘wicinity of Haifa a whole village named Kababir joined the 
Movement and forms now the headquarters of our mission 
in Israel. 


In Aden also we have a flourishing community. A 
mission was opened here in 1946. 


In Africa, the missions opened by Hazrat Khalifatul 
Masih II saved Islam. Otherwise Christian missionaries 
were out to banish it from the continent. Christianity is 
now losing and Islam gaining ground. 


The first Ahmadiyya missionary, Hazrat Maulawi 
Abdul Rahim Nayyar, reached Freetown (Sierraleone) in 
March 1921 and stayed about a year in West Africa. But 
within the space of one year he toured Gold Coast (Ghana), 
Nigeria and Sierraleone, sowing the seeds of Ahmadiyya 
extensively and winning converts in thousands. 


Since then, permanent missions have been established 
in Ghana, Nigeria, Sierraleone, Gambia, Ivory Coast, 
Liberia and Togoland. Our communities have sprung up 
in hundreds of cities, towns and villages. In this part of 
Africa the Movement is at present (1975) running 92 schools 
and colleges and 16 medical centres. It has also raised 349 
Mosques. 


_ In East Africa, our mission was opened in 1934. 
‘Since then several missions haye been established in Kenya, 
Uganda and Tanzania. Local communities have sprung up 
in many places and quite a good number of mosques have 
-been built. Reg ils... 
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This in brief is the story of the missions raised by 
Hazrat Khalifatul Masih IL. Starting from scratch he spread 
out a world-wide network of missions. These missiong 
have preached Islam in its pristine purity and so cleared the 
way for mankind to come into its fold. They have also 
carried the name of Hazrat Khalifatul Masih If to the ends 
of the earth, fulfilling the prophecy of the Promised Messiah 
about his promised son. 


In the time of Hazrat Khalifatul Masih II were also 
produced translations of the Holy Quran in different langu- 
ages. Translations have been published in English, Dutch, 
German, Danish, Esperanto, Indonesian, Swahili, and 
Urdu. Translation in French is in the press and transla- 
tions in other languages are awaiting publication or are in 
the course of preparation. 


2. Moral Education. 


Hazrat Khalifatul Masih II felt much concerned about 
the moral education of the community. For years on until 
he grew weak by illness he lectured on the Holy Quran to 
men and women separately. These lectures, called Dars, 
‘were later published in book form, his famous Tafsir Kabir. 
Tafsir Kabir is his larger commentary spread over 6,000 
pages. Tafsir Saghir is a 853 page volume of flowing Urdu 
translation and a shorter commentary in Urdu. These two 
works contained his exegesis of the Holy Quran. Much 
exegetical material exists in published Friday, ‘Jd and Nikak 
‘sermons and in Jalsa addresses. Translations of these 
‘writings or parts thereof have since been published in many 
Janguages. 


His Friday sermons and speeches delivered on various 
occasions including the Annual Gatherings have contri- 
buted largely to the moral transformation of the Jamaat. 
They contain guidance for the Jamaat in personal as well as 
some problems. Much unfortunately has gone unpubli- 
sh , 


He set up Associations of Ansarullah (for men above 
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40). Khuddamul Ahmadiyya (for youth above 15), Atfalut 
Ahmadiyya (for boys up to the age of 14). He gave them 
constitutions and objectives to help them contribute to their 
self-improvement as well as to the overall progress of the 
Jamaat. Similarly he organised the womenfolk into Lajna 
Imaillah (Ladies above 15), Nasiratul Ahmadiyya (girls up 
to the age of 15) and gave them similar constitutions and 
objectives to keep them always on the move for moral, 
spiritual, and communal advancement. 


All these organisations have gone a long way in taking 
the Jamaat forward in pursuit of their moral and worldly 


goals. 


Manaratul Masih Completed. 


The foundation stone of the Manaratul Masih had beem 
laid by the Messiah in March 1903. The project had to be: 
deferred for the lack of funds. Hazrat Khalifatul Masih II 
re-started work on its construction in 1914 and it was com- 
pleted in 1916. It was built to fulfil the prophecy contained 
in a tradition of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
God be on him) that the Promised Messiah will ‘‘descend’”” 
near a white minaret. 


Private courts. 


Under the provision of arbitration contained in Govern- 
ment statutes of the sub-continent, he instituted private 
courts to encourage disputing parties to reduce their litiga- 
tion problems. These private courts also helped to re- 
educate people in Islamic legal canons ; and Islamic law of 
evidence and laws of inheritance. 


Delegate Body. 


In 1922, he set up an assembly of the Jamaat (Majlis-i- 
Mushawarat) which, at the instance of the Khalifa, meets 
at least once a year and more than once if required. It con- 
siders the annual budget and sundry proposals placed before 
it for the advancement of the Jamaat and submits its recom- 
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mendations to the Khalifa, who presides over its deélibera- 
tions. The assembly consists of delegates (a total now of 
500 but steadily increasing) of local communities, central 
officials and some nominees of the Khalifa. The Khalifa is 
present in person. The proceedings begin and end in a 
community prayer. Delegates (and observers) have the 
opportunity to listen to the Khalifa again and again. 


Malkana Apostacy. 


In the United Provinces of India, Muslim Rajputs call 
themselves Malkanas. Originally coming from Hindus they 
followed many Hindu customs. Some of them even practi- 
sed idol-worship. In 1922-23, the Arya Samaj, Hindu 
Militant sect, started a campaign to win them over to Hin- 
duism. They perceived that the task was easy. These 
Muslims were still regulated by Hindu customs offensive to 
the monotheism of Islam. Many Malkana Muslims’ actually 
fell a prey to the Arya Samaj drive. 


When Hazrat Khalifatul Masih II came to know of this 
apostatising drive among Malkana Muslims, he took imme- 
diate steps to stop it. Upon his call hundreds of Ahmadis 
offered themselves to work in the territory at their own 
expense. An office was created to arrange their trips ‘and to 
guide them in their activities. Everyone of them had to 
spend at least three months among the Malkanas. In this 
period they made them firm in their Islamic faith and-resis- 
tant to anti-Islamic influences. As a consequence, the Arya 
Samaj drive ended in smoke. This work of Hazrat Khalifat- 
ul Masih II was especially commended by non-Ahmadi 
muslims and their press. | 


Journey to England. 


In 1924 during the Wembley Exhibition in London a 
Commonwealth Conference of Living Religions was also 
held. Protagonists of different religions participated. 
Hazrat Khalifatul Masih IT was also invited. After con- 
sulting the Jamaat, he decided to participate. 
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With a party of 12 companions he embarked on his 
journey via Bombay on July 12, 1924. He stopped in 
Egypt. Syria and the then Palestine. In London his paper, 
an abridgement of his larger work, was read in the Con- 
ference by Chaudhri Muhammad Zafrulla Khan. The book 
was published later entitled Ahmadiyyat or the True Islam. 
During his stay in London he laid the corner stone of the 
first Ahmadiyya Muslim mosque in the Western world. 
It was completed and inaugurated in 1926. After a stay 
of about four months he returned to Qadian. The tour 
proved very fruitful in introducing Islam and Ahmadiyya 
to the West. 


Another Martyrdom. 


In 1924, while Hazrat Khalifatul Masih was yet in 
London, another Afgan Ahmadi, Hazrat Maulawi Nimat- 
ullah Khan by name was martyred in Kabul on August 31, 
1924. He was not more than 34 years of age. The Lower 
Court sentenced him to death for apostacy. The Appellate 
Court, confirming the judgement. changed it to death by 
stoning in public view and one of its learned judges, pro- 
fessing himself to be a servant of the Islamic Shariah, 
justified the punishment by commenting that the prisoner 
considered such Ulama of the Ahle Sunnat Wal Jamaat as 
misguided who owned that the self-same Jesus Christ will 
come down from heavens in his physical body. to this 
earth. 


Amir Amanullah Khan, the then king of Afghanistan, 
gave his assent to it without any demur, though at his 
coming to the throne after the murder of his predecessor, 
Amir Habibullah Khan, who had got another Ahmadi 
Hazrat Syed Abdul Latif stoned likewise, he had proclaimed 
religious freedom in his realm with great fan-fare and his 
foreign minister, Sardar Mahmud Tarzi had personally 
reassured Ahmadis of their safety in Afghanistan, when he 
had been approached on this subject, 


Hazrat Maulawi Nimatullah Khan was a resident of a 
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village near Kabul, whom, after he had received his training 
in Qadian, Hazrat Khalifatul Masih had deputed in his 
home country to work for the he a education of Ahmadis. 


there. 
. 


He was arrested by Afghan authorities in early 1924 
and thrown in a dungeon in Kabul. The letter which he 
wrote from it to one of his friends in the city shows that 
the dungeon was always kept pitch dark and no ray of the 
sun was allowed to enter it. However, Maulawi Sahib 
wrote in his letter that the darker it grew in the dungeon, 
the more easy and contented he felt, for God Almighty was 
consoling him and illuminating his heart all the time. The 
prayer constantly on his lips was that he might be able to 
remain steadfast in the hour of his trial and give his life 
cheerfully in the cause of Islam. And so he did... The 
original letter in Persian language is at present preserved im 
the archives of the Khilafat Library, Rabwah. 


On August 31, 1924, before implementation of the sen- 
tence, the Afghan police took him around the city, calling 
upon its denizens to turn out in large numbers on that day 
and to participate in the stoning. Those who witnessed 
him in Kabul’s streets and lanes told afterwards that he was 
perfectly calm and jubilantly smiling as if the police were 
not announcing his imminent death but the news of his 
exaltation. 


At last when it was time for Asr Prayers, he was led to 
the ground near Kabul Cantt. Here, at first, by the per- 
mission of his tormentors, he offered his Prayers and then 
placed himself at their disposal. They buried him up to 
his waist in a pit dug for this purpose. The first stone was 
thrown at him by the chief Mullah. Stones were then 
rained at him from all sides until he was completely hidden 
under the heap. 


Reporting the event, the Daily Mail’s correspondent 
in Kabul related that a large crowd of people had gathered 
to watch the scene. But despite his impending doom, he 
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(Maulawi Nimatullah Khan) went on proclaiming vocifer- 
ously his beliefs until his voice was stilled by the hurling 
stones. The Times’ London, the ‘Observer’, the ‘Financial 
Times’. the ‘Near East’, the Daily Telegraph’, the ‘Morning 
Post’. the ‘Daily News’, etc., unreservedly condemned this 


outrage. 


The then National press like ‘Civil & Military Gazette, 
Lahore‘, the ‘Muslim, Lahore’, the ‘Wakil, Amritsar’, like- 
wise denounced it. Maulana Muhammad Ali Jauhar (one of 
the famous Ali Brothers) leader of Muslims, wrote a series 
of articles in his Hamdard to refute the religious arguments 
proferred by orthodox Ulama to justify the stoning. 


Hazrat Khalifatul Masih, on coming to know of this 
gruesome episode gave the following message to his com- 
munity. ‘Dear brethren ! In our grief and sorrow we should 
not lose sight of the duty which now devolves upon us on 
the martyrdom of our blessed brother. He has given his 
life in the cause of God which now must be pursued by us 
to its completion. Let us resolve at this tragic hour that 
we will not take rest until we have established Ahmadiyyat 
in this land of our martyrs. The souls in heaven of Sahib- 
zada Abdul Latif Sahib, Maulawi Nimatullah Khan Sahib 
and Abdur Rahman Khan Sahib are calling us to our duty. 
I firmly believe that the Ahmadiyya community will never 
forget them’. (Al-Fazal, September 11, 1924.) 


Political Guidance. 


Being a religious leader, Hazrat Khalifatul Masih Il 
did not like to take any part in the politics of the country. 
But as political affairs had their impact on the future of 
Muslims of the sub-continent he could not keep completely 
aloof. On critical occasions, therefore, he stepped in, to 
show the right path to Muslims. 


1. Jn 1921 some Muslim Ulama declared that as 
British Government was Government of Kafirs, Muslims 
in India should leave the country and migrate to Afghanis- 
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tan. Hazrat Khalifatul Masih condemned the idea in the 
strongest terms and warned Muslims that if they did so 
they would suffer heavily and would have to come back 
disgraced. The Movement miserably failed and Muslims 
who had gone out had to return to India. They came back 
ruined. 


2. Hindus were publishing insulting books against the 
Holy Prophet which provoked Hindu-Muslim clashes in the 
country. Hazrat Khalifatul Masih strove for the enactment 
of a law prohibiting this mischief. A law to this effect was 
passed by the Indian Central Assembly and accepted by the 
‘Government of India. 


3. Hindus were dominating Muslims in the country, 
and Muslims, being disunited could not counter fanatical 
Hindu designs to harm them. Hazrat Khalifatul Masih 
exhorted them to close their ranks and thus frustrate the 
fanatical Hindu. He suggested that all Muslim sects should 
forget their doctrinal differences and become one when con- 
fronted by non-Muslims. He advised that in political 
matters everyone who claims to be a Muslim should be 
considered Muslim and collective Muslim interests should 
be safeguarded collectively. 


4. In 1928 he introduced country-wide annual public 
meetings. Speeches were made by representatives of various 
religions on the life and work of the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of God be on him). These were called Sirat 
al-Nabi meetings. The purpose was to educate people 
about the life and example of the Holy Prophet and remove 
prevailing misunderstandings. These meetings served the 
cause of religious understanding and the cause of a dispas- 
sionate study of great religious founders. These meetings 
proved very useful. They helped to improve inter-communal 
relations. Non-Muslims who respected the Holy Prophet at 
heart had the opportunity to say this in public. 


5. During the years 1928-1931, the British Govern- 
ment initiated many changes in the Indian Constitution and 
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took many steps to associate Indians with the Government 
of the country. Many conferences were held in which the 
British Government consulted with the Indian representa- 
tives. Hazrat Khalifatul Masih, in those critical days, 
wrote much to enlighten Hindus and Muslims on political 
problems and to outline courses of action suited for safe- 
guarding minority and majority interests. 


6. He also played a vital part in the emancipation of 
Kashmiri Muslims. Despite being a clear majority, they 
were without fundamental rights in their own country. The 
Hindu Raja persecuted them mercilessly. Moved by their 
terrible plight, Hazrat Khalifatul Masih IT decided to help 
them. He strove hard to bring about a political awakening 
among them. He guided them in their Freedom Movement. 
and gave every kind of help such as he could and they 


needed. 


In 1931, Mnslim leaders formed an All-India Kashmir 
Committee with the object of obtaining political rights for 
Kashmiris. Leaders like Allama Sir Muhammad Iqbal joined 
this Committee. Hazrat Khalifatul Masih was elected its 
first President. Under his presidentship the Committee was. 
able to secure fundamental political rights for Kashmiri 
Muslims from the tyrant Maharajah. Kashmiri leaders 
including Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah acknowledged, 
verbally as well in writing, that Hazrat Khalifatul Masih 
had given timely and effective help to them in their politicak 


struggle. 


But those hostile to Ahmadi Muslims were not at all 
happy at this state of affairs. The growing popularity of 
Hazrat Khalifatul Masih among Kashmiri Muslims made 
them jealous and increased their hostility. They tried to 
disrupt the Movement—the Kashmirj Movement—itself 
and started a campaign of vilification against Ahmadis. 
Perceiving the ominous turn in the course of events, Hazrat 
Khalifatul Masih resigned from the presidentship of the 
Kashmir Committee. But he continued to help Kashmiris 
as long as he lived. 


73 


7, Ever since the Freedom Movement had begun in» 
India, differences between Hindus and Muslims had come: 
to the fore. True, many Muslim leaders joined the Indian 
Congress which was largely Hindu. But the mass of’ 
Muslims remained outside. As the movement gathered 
momentum communal differences only increased. Some 
Muslim parties, the Ahrar in the Punjab, the Red Shirts. 
in the N.W.F'P., sided with the Congress, trying to give the 
impression that the largely Hindu Congress represented the: 
Indian Muslims also. 


Muhammad Ali Jinnah erstwhile Nationalist Muslim. 
saw this and decided that Muslims must close up their ranks.. 
But he did not seem. to succeed. He got disgusted and 
decided to retire from the political field. He went to- 
England to settle in a legal practice. : 


Alluding to this incident in his book, Jinnah, Hector 
Bolitho quotes Quaid-i-Azam as follows : 


“I received the shock of my life at the meetings of the- 
Round Table Conference. Jn the face of danger, the: 
Hindu sentiment, the Hindu mind, the Hindu attitude: 
led me to the conclusion that there was no hope of 
unity. I felt very pessimistic about my country, The: 
position was most unfortunate. The Mussalmans were 
like dwellers in No Man’s land; they were led either’ 
by flunkeys of the British Government or the camp: 
followers of the Congress. Whenever attempts were- 
made to organize the Muslims, toadies and flunkeys- 
on the one hand, the Hindus in the Congress camp on 
the other, frustrated their efforts. I began to feel that 
neither could I help India, nor change the Hindu 
mentality; nor could I make the Mussalmans realize: 
the precarious position. I felt so disappointed and so- 
depressed that I decided to settle down in London. 
Not that I did not love India, but I felt so utterly 
ee (Jinnah, Hector Bolitho, London, 1954, 
p. . 
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Hazrat Khalifatul Masih was distressed at the turn 
-of events. He knew that it was Jinnah who could guide and 
lead the Muslims of India. There was no other leader 
with the political sagacity and iron nerves required to secure 
for Indian Muslims a decent political future. He felt that 
if Jinnah would not come back Muslim cause would be lost. 
‘So he deputed Mr. Dard, Ahmadiyya Missionary in London 
to see Jinnah and persuade him to come back to India for 
taking up the case of Indian Muslims. 


Mr. Dard had many interviews with Jinnah. Eventually 
Jinnah changed his mind and agreed to return to India and 
resume the political struggle for Indian Muslims. The 
start was made in London. Mr. Dard arranged a meeting 
-on the lawns of the London Mosque. Some 200 politicians 
-and intellectuals attended. Those included Mr. Pethic 
Lawrence, Sir Edward Mclagan, Professor H'A.R. Gibb, 
‘Sir Dension Ross. Sir Nairne Stewart Sandeman presided. 


Jinnah spoke on ‘“‘India of the Future”. He started 
his talk with the announcement that Mr Dard’s persuasion 
‘had compelled him to come again into the political field, 
from which he had withdrawn. ‘‘The eloquent persuasion 
-of the Imam left me no escape.” 


The speech was extensively reported in the press. The 
Sunday Times, London, in its issue of April 9 1933, wrote: 


‘“‘There was also a large gathering in the grounds of the 
Mosque in the Melrose Road, Wimbledon, where 
Mr. Jinnah, the famous Indian Muslim, spoke on 
India’s future. Mr. Jinnah made unfavourable com- 
ments on the Indian White Paper from a national point 
of view. The Chairman, Sir N. Steward Sandeman, 
M.P., took up the Churchill attitude on the subject and 
this led to heckling by some of the Muslim students, 
who were, however, eventually calmed by the Imam of 
the mosque.” 


So Jinnah came back to India and resumed the political 
‘struggle for Indian Muslims. His wise and firm and clean 
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Yeadership won for the Indian Muslims a separate home- 
jand. Pakistan became a sovereign state in 1947. Indian 
Muslims distributed in two wings —- West Pakistan and East 
Pakistan (now Bangla Desh) —could live as a free people, and 
not as a political minority condemned to live under a per- 
manent and hostile majority. Hazrat Khalifatul Mash ff 
made his full contribution to this development. In the 
general elections held on the eve of the final settlement he 
advised not only Ahmadis but also all other Muslims to 
rally round the leadership of the All-India Muslim League 
whether they were formal members of the League or not. 


Exodus from Qadian. 


On the creation of Pakistan, riots broke out throughout 
the country. Muslims in the Indian part of the Punjab 
were driven out from their homes and forced to leave for 
Pakistan. Non-Muslims left in Pakistan were forced to 
leave for India. Frenzied marauders pounced upon migrat- 
ing refugees, abducted their women, plundered their 
valuables and cut their men to pieces. Against the plead- 
ings and arguments of the Ahmadiyya Community, part 
of the District of Gurdaspur in which Qadian was situated 
was awarded to Bharat. Qadian was surrounded by Sikh 
villages. In view of the bands of Sikh bandits who lay in 
ambush on all roads to Pakistan, the safe evacuation of 
Ahmadis to Pakistan was a big problem. More than 70 miles 
of dangerous route intervened. 


Hazrat Khalifatul Masih had realised very early that 
without providing transport and efficient military guard 
safe conduct to Lahore would not be possible. It so happe- 
ned that before rioting had assumed menacing dimensions 
he left Qadian and reached Lahore. There could be and 
there was a meeting with Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru who had 
come to Lahore for a high-level conference. The meeting 
resulted in nothing, The inevitable took place. It became 
evident that Hazrat Khalifatul Masih had come to Pakistan 
to stay. But here he worked day and night for the evacua- 
tion of Qadian. Finally he was able to arrange for vehicles 
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and military guard. Qadian Abmadis, men, women and 
children were transported to Lahore, with a minimum of 
loss. 


Qadian being sacred for us, we could not leave it un- 
guarded. So 313 Ahmadis stayed behind to take care of 
the sanctuaries. This number later increased as Ahmadi 
families from parts of Bharat came to settle at Qadian. 
At present more than 1000 Ahmadis live there. A weekly 
paper Badar is also issued from Qadian. Sahibzada Mirza 
Wasim Ahmad, son of Hazrat Khalifatul Masih II has 
settled there. The affairs of the Ahmadiyya Community in 
Bharat are managed by the Sadar Anjuman Ahmadiyya, 
Bharat, with headquarters at Qadian. Annual Gatherings 
of the Bharat Ahmadiyya Community also take place. A “ 
contingent of Ahmadis from Pakistan participates in these 
gatherings if permission is forthcoming. 


Rabwah. 


The establishment of Rabwah in Pakistan as the new 
Headquarters of the Movement is a grand achievement. The 
Jamaat had come to Pakistan empty-handed. Whatever 
they had in undivided India had been looted. Ahmadis 
ousted from Qadian became scattered. Hazrat Khalifatul 
Masih IJ arranged for their re-habilitation at Rabwah. He 
laid the foundation of the new centre on September 20 1948 
and within about 20 years a new little town sprang up. 
The land on which Rabwah has been built had lain waste, 
God knows for how long, with not a blade of grass on it. 
Now it is the headquarters of Missionary Islam, and the 
headquarters of supporting institutions and associations. 


| 


Hazrat Ummul Mominin. 


On the night between April 20 and 21, 1952 Hazrat 
Ummul Mominin Nusrat Jahan Begum died. She was 86 
years old when she died. Hazrat Khalifatul Masih I, her “ 
eldest son, led her funeral prayers on April 22, after which 
she was buried—temporarily to be exact—in the Behishti 
Magbara (Graveyard of the Garden) at Rabwah. 
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Hazrat Ummul Mominin’s marriage had taken place 
ander a divine dispensation. She gave birth to children 
who became distinguished in the service of Islam, among 
them the most distinguished, her eldest son who proved to 
pe the Messiah’s promised son and his second successor. 
She herself was imbued with deep love for Islam. She 
brought up all her children in the best Islamic tradition. 


Hazrat Ummul Mominin was most pious and kind- 
‘hearted. She had a deep faith in Allah, in the truth of 
Tslam and Ahmadiyya, was generous, hospitable and 
a keen supporter of the poor. She was patient and per- 
severing and relied fully upon Allah. She treated every- 
body with love and affection and every Ahmadi held her 
in great reverence. 


(Opposition. 


During the time of Hazrat Khalifatul Masih II, the 
Jamaat was subjected to spurts of persecution. Every time 
it seemed as if the Jamaat would b2 no more. But he faced 
every situation with faith and courage and proclaimed 
that far from suffering any loss, the Jamaat would only go 
forward and gain new ground, as a result of persecution. 
By the grace of Almighty Allah each time it came to pass 
exactly as he had foretold. The Jamaat was only stronger 
than before. 


We have said how some dissentients wanted to do away 
with Khilafat. Their efforts went in vain. Khilafat pros- 
pers in the community. In 1927, a group raised an uproar 
against Hazrat Khalifatul Masih. They spread filthy 


imputations against him, but could not harm him or the 
Jamaat. 


Sheikh Abdul Rehman Misri rose with similar designs 
in 1937. He had been for some time Headmaster of 
Madrassa Ahmadiyya at Qadian. He claimed great im 
fluence in the Jamaat and opened his campaign with threats 
of all kinds. But the Jamaat survived stronger than before. 
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In 1956 another group raised its banner of rebellion, 
accompanied by vicious propaganda. But nothing happen- 
ed. The Jamaat retained its cohesion and its faith in 
Khilafat. This group more or less slipped into the Lahore 
party. Some of them just disappeared out of notice. 


In 1934, Ahrar roused the whole country against the 
Jamaat. They spread hatred and provocative misunder- 
standings. Some high officials of the then Punjab Govern- 
ment were also at their back. The then British Governor 
blessed them. This inflated their pride so much that they 
thought they could humble the Jamaat. The high-ups 
assisted them from behind scenes. They held a conference— 
with official connivance—in Qadian itself. The mischief 
was met by disciplined endurance. Hazrat Khalifatul Masih 
struck a prophetic note, obviously receiving hints from 
Almighty Allah. In a Friday sermon he declared that : 


‘‘Earth was slipping from under the feet of the enemy, 
their doom was drawidg near.” | (Al-Fazal May 30, 
1935). 


Immediately after this proclamation events miraculo- 
usly changed their course. An old dispute over a mosque— 
called the Shahidgunj mosque—somehow became suddenly 
live. The mosque was in Sikh possession. Muslims claimed 
it. The Ahrar party blundered and sided with the Sikhs. 
Muslim masses—whom they had roused against Ahmadis— 
turned against the Ahrar. The miracle continues. Ahrar 
have not been able to raise their head again. They retain 
their name and live with unabated unpopularity. 


In 1953, anti-Ahmadiyya hostility flared up again. The 
Jamaat had to face a situation, even more serious than in 
1934. Country-wide meetings were held and the fire of 
hatred kindled against the community. The result was 
that the mob took to rioting and arson. Many Ahmadi 
houses were looted and burnt. Some Ahmadis were killed. 
The then Punjab Government sided the miscreants. The 
rioting spread in the whole of the province, Hazrat 
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Khalifatul Masih was not deterred. In one of his sermons, 
he said : 


““Ahmadiyyat has been planted by God Humself...If; 
these people win, we are liars. But if we are true, 
then these people shall be the losers” (Alfazal, February 
15 1953). 


The mischief-mongers were themselves abased andi 
humiliated. God helped the Jamaat miraculously and: 
those who had come out to destroy were themselves, 
destroyed. 


The Tahrik-i-Jadid. 


The mischief perpetrated by the Ahrar in 1934 inspired 
Hazrat Khalifatul Masih to discipline the Jamaat further,. 
so that it may be able to endure such persecutions in the 
future. He launched a new scheme for this purpose with. 
the name of Tahrik-i-Jadid. It consisted of 19 clauses, 
things to do for the community. Every Ahmadi was. 
asked to respond, so that the Jamaat may remain set on 
its positive and constructive projects. Some of the clauses. 
are as follows : 


1. Young men to volunteer their lives for the mission- 
ary programmes and community services. 


2. The whole Jamaat to subscribe. to the Tahrik-i- 
Jadid Fund which was opened by Hazrat Khalifa- 
tul Masih for establishing and maintaining Over-- 
seas missions. 


3. All Ahmadis to practise simple living, eat only one. 
dish, wear cheap clothes, abstain from picture- 
going and do some gainful work in spare time and. 
things of that sort. 


The drive proved very successful, Many new missions 
were opened in various parts of the world. Thousands of 
people embraced Ahmadiyyat and joined the world effort 
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tor the propagation of Islam. Translations of the Holy 
‘Quran were published in important languages of the world. 
The Jamaat learnt to make more and more sacrifices: Many 
young men resigned their earlier occupations and devoted 
their lives to community service. Tahrik-i-Jadid Fund 
became a permanent institution. In its first year, only a 
paltry sum of Rs. 23,500/- was asked for from the Jamaat 
but now lakhs and lakhs of rupees are contributed annually 
‘towards this fund. The Jamaat subscribes to it as to an 
institution which has come to stay and keeps growing. 


Khilafat Jubilee. 


Hazrat Khalifatul Masih II assumed the office of 
Khilafat in 1914. By 1939, 25 years had passed since his 
iblessed and successful caliphate began. Choudhry 
Muhammad Zafrulla Khan appealed to the Jamaat to collect 
.a sum of three lakhs of rupees and present it to him on the 
occasion of his jubilee for disposal as he liked. This was 
to serve as a token of their gratitude to God Almighty for 
‘showering His grace on them during his glorious caliphate. 
So his Silver Jubilee was celebrated on the occasion of the 
Annual Gathering held in December 1939. A purse of two 
Jakhs seventy thousand rupees was presented to him on this 
~occasion. An address was read by Chaudhry Sahib on 


behalf of the Jamaat. 


‘Annual Gatherings. 


Annual gatherings of the Ahmadiyya Movement are 
a mighty sign of its truth. The institution was initiated 
by the Promised Messiah himself. The first annual gathering 
was held in 1891 in which 75 Ahmadis participated. The 
last annual gathering held during his lifetime (in 1907) was 
attended by 2,000 followers. Then Hazrat Khalifatul 
Masih I came to the helm of affairs. The last gathering 
‘held during his time (in 1913) claimed some 3,000 atten- 


‘dants. 
During the caliphate of Hazrat Khalifatul Masih II 
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ehe number of participants increased by leaps and bounds. 
in 1932 it was 20,000. In 1946, before the exodus from 
Qadian it was 33,000. Year by year it rose. In 1975 it 
was 100,000 and increasing. 


Attempt on life. 


In March 1954, an assassin attacked Hazrat Khalifatul 
Masih II when he was conducting the Asr prayers in the 
Rabwah Mubarak mosque. He received a deep knife gash 
in the neck, which would have proved fatal, had it gone 
only a little deeper. The assassin was overpowered and 
handed over to police. 


Hazrat Khalifatul Masih was given immediate medical 
treatment, and he recovered for the time being. But the 
wound had a serious effect on his nervous system. Even 
after it had apparently healed, he did not feel at home and 
could not bring himself to work hard as it was his wont 
todo. The surgeons could not find out the cause of his 
persistent feeling of discomfort. He decided in 1956, as 
counselled by his medical attendants and the Jamaat, 
to proceed to Europe and seek expert medical and surgical 
help. ’ 


So on March 23, 1955, accompanied by his family and 
some companions he flew to Europe. Choudhry Muhammad 
Zafrulla Khan kept him company during this journey. 
He was minutely examined by top class physicians and 
surgeons in Switzerland, Germany and London, who having 
recourse also to his X-ray photos gave as their considered 
opinion that the point of the knife had broken at the jugular 
vein and had got stuck in it. They advised that it had to 
be left there for the risk to his life was too serious in case 
of an operation. They hoped that the pressure on the vein 
and the nervous system would lessen by the passage of time 
and he would be able to do some mild work. They were 
strictly against his resuming his activities on his former 
tempo. | 
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It was, however, very difficult for him to change the 
pattern of his life. While in England he held a conference 
of Ahmadi missionaries from all over the world. Plans 
were considered for expanding missionary work. He also 

vsilcd scme missions in Europe and gave them on the « 
sipot advice. He returned to Rabwah on September 25, 
1955. Back in Rabwah he embarked upon some major 
projects of Quran exegesis. 


Tafsir Kabir and Tafsir Saghir. 


A great achievement of Hazrat Khalifatul Masih II is 
his commentary of the Holy Quran. Tafsir Kabir is the 
longer commentary and Tafsir Saghir is the shorter com- - 
mentary. The longer commentary discusses questions of 
textual meaning, of relation between verse and verse, and 
Surah and Surah and answers questions raised by western 
scholars. The shorter commentary has notes here and there 
and an interpretative and free-flowing Urdu translation- 
Subtleties are explained, interpolations in the translation 
are shown within brackets. An English translation of the 
Holy Quran with a comentary based mostly on his com- 
mentaries has made the Holy Book accessible to the English 
reader. This volume edited by Malik Ghulam Farid has 
about 1500 pages. The General Introduction composed in 
Urdu by Hazrat Khalifatul Masih II and translated into 
English by Qazi Muhammad Aslam and Chaudhri 
Muhammad Zafrulla Khan (262 pages in small print) has < 
been issued as a separate volume. 


Wagf-i-Jadid. 


In 1958, Hazrat Khalifatul Masih II set up Waaf-i- 
Jadid Organisation for Islamic work in Pakistan villages 
and for the moral and religious education of the rural 
population. He called upon Ahmadi youth to dedicate _, 
their lives for this purpose. Many young men came for- 
ward and after receiving some training were stationed in 
various villages. A small area consisting of a number of 
villages is placed under the care of each worker. They 
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have to teach and guide generally and look after the village 
populations. 


The Solar Hijrah Calendar. 


At present, the Christian calendar is used in Pakistan 
based on solar computation. It begins with the birth of 
Jesus Christ. The Muslim Hijrah calendar is based on 
lunar computation and begins with the Hijrah. Hazrat 
Khalifatul Masih lI introduced a Hijrah calendar based on 
solar computation. The question was studied by a Com- 
mittee under his auspices. Ahmadis have in use both lunar 
and solar Hijrah calendars. They also use the Christian 
solar calendar. According to the Hijrah solar calendar 
(beginning with the flight of the Holy Prophet (on whom 
peace) from Mecca to Medina in 622 A D., 1975 A.D. would 
be 1354 A.H. The Hijrah solar months have been given 
new names taken from the early historyfof Islam. 


For January — Sulh 
,, February — Tabligh 
» March — Aman 
» April —  Shahadat 
» May — Hijrah 
» June — Ihsan 
» July — Wafa 
» August — Zahur 
»» september — Ikha 
», October — Tabuk 
», November — Nubuwwat 


» December — Fatah 
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A Last Testament. 


On several occasions Hazrat Khalifatul Masih If wrote 
wills or formal instructions for the Jamaat. One was in 
1947, on the occasion of the exodus from Qadian, another 
in 1958, during his protracted illness. Readers young and 
old will do well to read them and keep them fresh in their 
minds. We reproduce a part of his message which he wrote 
in August 1947. He said. 


“May Almighty Allah be your Protector and Helper 
and may He save you from stumbling. Keep the banner 
of Ahmadiyya aloft. Let not the voice of Islam be 
stilled. Let not the name of God fade out. Learn the 
Holy Quran and the Traditions of the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of God be on him). Teach the 
same to others. Act upon them yourselves and get 
others to act upon them. Devotees should ever rise 
among you and volunteer their lives for the cause of 
Islam. Khilafat should be maintained for ever and 
believers should be ever ready to sacrifice their lives for 
it. Truth should be your ornament, trustworthiness your 
beauty, fear and love of God your inspiration. ’ 
(Al-Faza!, November 11, 1965). A 


Last illness. 


His trip to Europe gave him some relief but he was not 
completely well. Back at Rabwah, he again went to. work. 
Apart from Friday sermons and other obligations as 
Khalifa he embarked on one very ambitious work. It was 
the Tafsir-i-Saghir, the shorter commentary which he 
completed in those days. Most of the material is new and 
all of it is presented ina crisp style. The translation (in 
Urdu) can be read by itself—it is simple, easy to grasp 
and assimilate. 


Due, may be to this strain he had another nervous 
breakdown in 1958. Treatment was given and specialists 
were ca!led even from overseas. But his condition went 
on worsening, until in the night between November 7 and 
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8.1965 at 2.20 in the small hours of the morning, he brea- 
thed his last. He was 77. 


The Jamaat was grieved beyond description. Everyone 
was overwhelmed at the loss of this great leader, guide and 
friend. His love and leadership they had enjoyed for so long. 
But it could be longer! The Jamaat accepted the will of 
God. Had not the Messiah’s promised son and successor 
done his work ? Was he not to depart one day ? 


Next day, November 9, Hazrat Khalifatul Masih Iii 
(his election to Khilafat had taken place on November 8, 
in the evening), conducted his funeral prayers. Some 50,000 
Ahmadis flocked to Rabwah from all over Pakistan. Before 
the prayers his body Jay in state and all his admirers saw 
his face for the last time. After the prayers he was buried 
in the Bashishti Maqbara adjoining the grave of his mother, 
Hazrat Amman Jan (may peace be on them). 


Electoral College for Khalifas. a 


To make for smooth election of Khalifas in future, 
Hazrat Khalifatul Masih II instituted an electoral college for 
the election of a Khalifa when that holy office should fall 
vacant. The College is composed of the following members 
with the proviso that the elector and the elected must be 
members of the Ahmadiyya Movement and supporters of 
Khilafat. He also ruled that the President of Sadar 
Anjuman or Tahrik-i- Jadid, whoever is senior, will act as 
chairman of the electoral college’s session. 


1. The surviving sons of the Promised Messiah. 

The President of the Sadar Anjaman Ahmadiyya. 
All Secretaries of Sadar Anjaman. 

The President and the Vukala of the Tahriki Jadid. 
The President of Waqfe Jadid. 

The Principal of T.I. College. 

The Headmaster of the T.I. School. 
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8. The President of Jamia Ahmadiyya. 

9. The President of Ansarullah. 

10. The President of Khuddamul Ahmadiyya. 
11. Representative of Lajna Imaillah. 


12. Missionaries who had worked abroad for 4 mMini- 
mum period of three years. 


13. Missionaries who had worked within Pakistan or 
India for a minimum period of 5 years. 


14. Amirs of circles in Pakistan. 
15. The Companions of the Promised Messiah. 


Tributes to his memory. 


Glowing tributes to his memory were paid by the national 
press and his work for the renaissance of Islam enthusiasti- 
cally acclaimed. The Light, a weekly publication of the 
dissentient group, published from Lahore, 1n Its issue Of 
16 November 1965, editorially wrote : 


‘A Great Nation-Builder’ 


‘The death of Mirza Bashir-ud-Din Mahmud Ahmad, 
Head of the Ahmadiyya Movement (Rabwah) rang the curtain 
down on a most eventful career, packed with a multitude 
of far reaching enterprises. A man of versatile genius and 
dynamic personality, there was hardly any sphere of con- 
temporary thought and life during the past half century, 
from religious scholarship to missionary organisation, even 
political leadership, on which the deceased did not leave 
a deep imprint. A whole network of Islamic missions and 
mosques scattered over the world, the deep penetration of 
Islamic preaching in Africa, transplanting the long entreneh- 
ed Christian missions, are a standing monument to the 
imaginative planning, organisational capacity and unfl 
ing drive of the deceased, There has hardly been a leader 
of men in recent times who commanded. such deep devotion 
from his followers, not only when alive, but also after 
death, when sixty thousand people rushed from all parts of 


~ 


87 


the country to pay their last homage to their departed 
Yeader. In the story of the Ahmadiyya Movement the Mirza 
Sahib’s name will go down as a great nation Builder, who 
built up a well-knit community in the face of heavy odds, 
making it a force to be counted with. We offer the bereaved 
family our deep condolences in their great loss.’ 


His children. 


The Promised Messiah was to be the founder of a large 
family according to prophecy, children and children’s 
children —all more or less —to serve the cause of Islam in 
different ways. This promise is. specially fulfilled in the 
person of Hazrat Khalifatul Masih II, with 13 sons and 9 
daughters who grew up. His eldest son, Hazrat Hafiz Mirza 
Nasir Ahmad was the third Khalifa, the Promised Messiah’s 
third successor and his son Hazrat Mirza Tahir Ahmad is 
the present Khalifa. 


His books. 


He wrote much indeed, most of it published. Some 
of his books are listed below : 

Tafsir-i-Kabir (60,000 pages iF 

Tafsir-i-Saghir (853 pages). 

Dawatul Amir (English Translation—Invitation to 

Ahmadiyyat). 

Tuhfatul Muluk. 

Hagqiqat al-Nubuwwat. 

Ahmadiyyat or the True Islam. 

Sair-i-Ruhani Vols, 1-3. 

Ingilab-i-Haqigqi. 

Hindustan ke siyasi Masala ka hal, 

Paigham-i-Ahmadiyyait . 

Fazail al-Quran. 
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Al-Fazal. 


Hazrat Khalifatul Masih started Al-Fazal in 1913, that 
is before he became Khalifa. Its first weekly issue saw the 
light of day on the 13th June. He was the Founder Editor. 
Shortly, he made it bi-weekly, then three times a week. 
In March 1963 it became a daily. Upto the partition of 
the sub-continent into India and Pakistan, i.e,, 1947, it was 
issued from Qadian. After the establishment of Pakistan 
it came out from Lahore till 1954. Since 1955, it is being 
issued from Rabwah. It has served the Movement glori- 
ously for the last fifty years in preserving its history 
and the day to day prononncements of the Promised 
Messiah’s successors. } 


Some Prominent Persons. 


Hazrat Mirza Bashir Ahmad. 


The Promised Messiah’s second surviving son, in the 
Promised Messiah’s revelations called Qamar-al-Ambiya 
(Moon of the Prophets) was highly respected and revered. 
Besides learning the Holy Quran and Hadith from Khalifa- 
tul Masih I at Qadian he had a full course of modern 
college education in Lahore. His interest.and skill in hand- 
ling administrative affairs was extraordinary. He was much 
also besides. His advice on all matters public or private: 
to members of the community was considered invaluable. 
He wrote much. Seerat Khatamun Nabiyyin (3 vols.), 
Silsila Ahmadiyya, Tabligh Hidayat, Hamara Khudu among, 
other considerable writings. He also published volumes of 
eye witness reports by companions of the Promised Messiah 
of what they had seen of him or heard him say. The 
volumes constitute a mine of historical material, His style 
of writing was his own, perspicuous, possessing great charm 
and power. The community was plunged in grief when he 
died at 70 in the life of his distinguished elder brother 
Khalifatul Masih II. 


“~ 


Hazrat 
Hazrat Mirza Bashir Ahmad Sahib — Or, Mufti Mohammad Sadig Sahib 


Hazrat , 


Dr Mir Mohammad Isamil Sahib Hazrat Mitza Shariff Ahmad Sahib 
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Hazrat Mirza Sharif Ahmad. 


The Promised Messiah’s youngest son, who was also 
born in fulfilment of the Promised Messiah’s prophecies, 
pious and generous, good-hearted, good-humoured. He 
served the community throughout his whole life. He died 
on December 26, 1961 at the age of 66. He handled 
many complicated problems, Mixed freely and was very 
popular. 


Hazrat Mufti Muhammad Sadiq. 


A beloved companion of the Promised Messiah, edited 
the community paper Badar, for a long time. He had 
made a deep study of Christianity and during the Caliphate 
of Hazrat Kalifatul Masih IJ, served as a missionary in 
England and then inthe U.S.A. He died on January 13, 
1957 at the age of 85. He has left his own account of 
what he saw of and heard from the Promised Messiah. 


Hazrat Dr. Mir Muhammad Ismail. 


Hazrat Ummul Momineen’s brother,| maternal uncle 
of Hazrat Khalifatul Masih IJ, Hazrat Dr. Mir Muhammad 
Ismail was a godly person, endowed with a self-denying 
disposition. He was a poet and prose writer of distinc- 
tion. At least one poem in praise of the Holy Prophet 
(on whom be peace) achieved universal and undying 
popularity. Hazrat Maryam Siddiqa, the present Sadar 
of Lajna Imaillah, well-known for her work in organising 
and enlarging the Lajna Imaillah is his daughter. 


Hazrat Syed Mir Muhammad Ishaq. 


Younger brother of Hazrat Mir Muhammad Ismail,. 
was an illustrious scholar and orator. His special private 
concern was the uplift of the poor, the orphans and the 
aged. He had deep knowledge of Hadith and his lectures 
on this subject were very crowded with listeners. He was 
also a very able administrator. For years he looked after 
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the Guest House and the Langar Khana (free kitchen) 
founded by the Promised Messiah. Also for years he 
managed the Annual Jalsa Qadian. He died in 1944. 


Hazrat Maulwai Sher Ali. 


Of self-denying disposition, pious and simple, painstak- 
ing scholar and writer. He is known for his English 
translation of the Holy Quran. He also played a leading 
part in the preparation of the English translation and Com- 
mentry of the Holy Quran. When Hazrat Khalifatul 
Maish II would go out of Qadian, he would nominate him 
-as Amir of Qadian. In the Promised Messiah’s revelations 
he has been called ‘‘an angel”. His life was indeed angelic. 
He died in Lahore in 1947. 


‘Hazrat Maulawi Syed Muhammad Sarwar Shah. 


A great scholar, he acted as Principal of the Ahmadi- 
-yya Missionary College at Qadian. Hazrat Maulawi 
‘Syed Sarwar Shah generally conducted the daily prayers, 
including the Friday prayers in the absence of Hazrat 
‘Khalifatul Maih II. He died on June 3, 1947. 


‘Hazrat Hafiz Roshan Ali. 


A great scholar and orator, he knew the Holy Quran 
‘oy heart and recited it in a style delightful to listeners. 
He was one of the entourage of Hazrat Khalifatul Masih Il 
‘when he went to Europe in 1924. Hecontributed a paper 
on Tasawwuf (Islamic mysticism) to the Conference of 
Living Religions. He died in 1929, 


Hazrat Maulana Abdul Rahim Nayyar, 


Effective speaker with a style, companion of the 
Promised Messiah, was a man of great charm. It Was 
-during the Caliphate of Hazrat Khalifatul Masih Il that he 
went abroad as a pioneer missionary in West Africa. 
T husands of Africans embraced Islam and Ahmadiyya on 

is hand. 
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Hazrat Maulana Ghulam Rasul Rajiki. 


A godly person and reputed scholar, he was blessed 
with close contact with God. God accepted his prayers 
and granted him visions and keen insight into spiritual 
matters. He wrote Arabic, Persian and Punjabi verse. 
But his most considerable writing is his autobiography 
Hayat-i-Qudsi (several volumes) in which he describes 
his spiritual experience. He died on December 15, 1963. 


Hazrat Maulana Jalalud Din Shams 


One of the younger scholars, in many ways one of the 
most outstanding and the most successful of his age-group. 
He worked in the Middle East, where he won Arab con- 
verts to Ahmadiyyat. Subsequently he worked in England 
for nearly ten years. He wrote Where did Jesus die, a most 
interesting account of the crucifixion of Jesus, his escape 
to Kashmir and so on. Hazrat Khalifatul Masih conferred 
upon him the title of Khalid-i-Ahmadiyyat. He died on 
October 13 1966. 


Below are given, names of some other persons who 
became prominent in the time of MHazrat Khalifatul 
Masih II. They could be treated as elders close to Hazrat. 


1. Hazrat Chaudhry Fateh Muhammad Siyal. 
2. Hazrat Maulawi Abdul Mughni Khan. 
Hazrat Maulawi Abdur Rahim Dard. 
Hazrat Syed Zainul-Abidin Waliullah Shah. 
Hazrat Khan Sahib Maulawi Farzand Ali. 


a ES 


Many names are omitted to keep within the prescribed 
size of this book. These persons —their work and 
example — constitute the most vivid as well as the most 
inspiring memory images of the rank and file of the 
Ahmadiyya Community. They are among the early 
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volunteers who gave themselves up to the service of the 
Community. They are proof of the promise made by God 
to the Promised Messiah — ‘‘I will seid you help from 
men inspired by heaven to do so.” 


Hazrat Haifz Mirza Nasir Ahmad 
Khalifatul Masih Ul 
(May Allah be pleased with him) 


CHAPTER IV. 
Third Khalifa 


After consultations aS was his custom, Hazrat Khalifa- 
tul Masih II had formed an electoral college for the election 
of the third successor. So when he died on November 8 
1965, the electoral college met at 7-30 p.m., on the same 
day in the Mubarak Mosque, Rabwah to hold the election. 
Hazrat Mirza Aziz Ahmad, President of the Sadar Anjuman 
Ahmadiyya, acted as Chairman. In observance of the 
Rules, the electors, first of all, took the oath of loyalty to 
the institution of Khilafat. 


Then votes were cast and Hazrat Mirza Nasir Ahmad 
was clected and declared third Khalifa and Successor of 
the Promised Messiah. Members of the electoral college 
performed bai'at on his hand there and then. The new 
Khalifa made a short speech. After that Ahmadis, about 
5,000, who were awaiting the result outside the Mubarak 
Mosque were admitted to the hall They also performed 
bai’'at on his hand. So the Jamaat rallied on one hand 
again and the issue of succession was resolved without any 


difficulty, without dissent. 
Hazrat Khalifatul Masih 111. 


Born on November 15, 1909 Hazrat Hafiz Mirza Nasir 
Ahmad, from his very childhood was taken care of by his 
grandmother, Hazrat Ummul! Mominin. He had committed 
the Holy Quran to memory by April 17 1922. He was 
then 13 years old. Then for some time Hazrat Maulana 
Sarwar Shah taught him Arabic and Urdu. 


_ Subsequently he took admission to Madrassah Ahmad- 
iyya and in 1929 passed Honours in Arabic Examination of 
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the University of the Punjab. He then joined Government. 
College, Lahore (1930-34) graduating with Philosophy and 
Arabic as his main subjects. He also studied Experimental 
Psychology. In August 1934 he married Hazrat Syeda 
Mansura Begum, daughter of Hazrat Nawwab Muhammad 
Ali Khan. He went to England in the same year to study 
at Oxford, where he joined Balliol College. 


Counselling him on this occasion, Hazrat Khalifatul 
Masih II said : 


‘‘I am sending you to England, where you should strive 
to understand the Western mind and ways. You have 
to serve Islam and to eradicate the mischief done to 
Islam by the Dayjjal.” 


Taking his degree he came back to Qadian in 1938. 
(He made one short trip to Qadian during a vacation from 
Oxford). For some time he served as Professor in the 
Jamia Ahmadiyya (Missionary College) and in 1939 was 
appointed its Principal. 


From February 1939 to November 1954 he was Sadar 
or Naib Sadar of Majlis Khuddamul Ahmadiyya. Hazrat 
Khalifatul Masih II himself acted as Chairman part of this 
time. From 1944 to November i965 (when he was elected 
Khalifa) he was Principal of the Talim-ul-Islam College. 
At the time of the sub-continent’s partition, he was at Qadian 
and as directed by Hazrat Khalifatul Masih, he migrated 
to Pakistan on November 16 1947. The college was housed 
at Lahore until its new building was completed in 1953. 
During anti-Ahmadiyya riots in Pakistan in 1953, when 
Martial Law had been clamped, he was imprisoned for 
about two months. In 1954 he was made the Sadar, 
Majlis-i-Ansarullah. In 1955, Hazrat Khalifatul Masih Il 
made him Sadar, of the Sadar Anjuman Ahmadiyya, 
-Pakistan at Rabwah. Until he was elected Khalifa he 
occupied this post. On November 8, 1965, when Hazrat 
Khtlifatul Masih II died he was elected third Khalifa and 
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successor of the Promised Messiah (peace on him). So was 
fulfilled the promise of Almighty Allah to Hazrat Khalifa- 
tul Masih II, recorded by him as follows : 


“IT have also been told by Almighty Allah that a son 
shall be given to me who will be a great helper of the 
Faith, ever ready to serve Islam.” 


Besides the promise received by his father, his birth is 
foretold in Talmud a thousand year old sacred book of 
Jewish traditions. It is written therein that on the death 
of the Promised Messiah, his throne shall be occupied first 
by his son, then by his grandson. So this prophecy also- 
has been fulfilled. (Joseph Barklay, Talmud, Ch. 5, p. 37, 
London, 1878.) 


Schemes and Drives. 
Feeding the Hungry. 


Moved by the plight of the poor, Hazrat Khalifatul 
Masih III tried to relieve them. He felt that no Ahmads 
should sleep hungry and directed the Movement’s Adminis- 
tration to implement it. He called upon the executive 
heads of the Jamaat like Presidents and Amirs to see to it 
that no Ahmadi living in their jurisdiction slept hungry. 
Explicating the point further, he said that if the local 
administration was unable to do so, it should inform him 
(the Khalifa) so that he may deal with the case. He warned 
that if a Jamaat neither takes the necessary action itself nor 
reports to him, it will itself be responsible before God for 
this default and not the Khalifa. (Al-Fazal March, 
1966). 


Fazl-i-Umar Foundation. 


In 1965 Hazrat Khaliftul Masih III created a Fazl-t- 
Umar Foundation, in the memory of Hazrat Khalifatul 
Masih JI so called after one of the revealed names.of the 
Messiah’s promised son and reformer, The object was to 
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«carry out the plans which had been taken in hand by him, 
also to keep the memory of his achievements fresh in the 
mind of the Jamaat. 


So in the first Annual Gathering held after his sad 
_death in 1965, Choudhry Muhammad Zafrulla Khan appea- 
led to the Jamaat for subscribing towards the Fazl-i-Umar 
Foundation Fund. The purpose was that with this fund, 
plans and ideas in which Hazrat Khalifatul Masih II was 
“interested should be made to go forward. 


Hazrat Khalifatul Masih III, in his address to the 
Gathering approved of this proposal and recommended it 
to the Jamaat. 


So the Fund was formally opened. By 1967, the 
-Jamaat had promised an amount of Rs. 34,54,538. The 
Majlis-i-Mushawarat held in the same year proposed that 
the subscription target of the Fund be raised to 52 lakh 
of rupees to mark the 52 years of Hazrat Khalifatul Masih 
II’s blessed Caliphate. Hazrat Khalifatul Masih III gave 
his approval. 


By the end of the year 1982 the Jamaat had subscribed 
‘towards this Fund a sum of about Rs. 3,750,000/-. It was 
_ decided by the Directors of the institution that its objec- 
tives shall be fulfilled out of profits accruing from its 
investment. The capital should not be touched. The 
profit earned by that date came to more than 
_Rs. 3,500,000/-. 


The objectives of the Foundation are : 


To assist research work. 

To assist new missionary ventures. 

To assist new educational efforts. 

To assist economic welfare. 
Miscellaneous. bi 
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The following projects—complete or in process of com- 
pletion—are worth mentioning ; 


1. The Eidul Fitr, Eidul Azhia and Nikah sermons 
of Hazrat Khalifatul Masih Il have been compiled and 
published under the title “‘Khutabati Mahmud, Volume J, 
Volume II, and Volume ITI.’ 


2. The Volume IV of ‘Khutabati Mahmud’ compris- 
ing his Friday sermons delivered in half a century of the 
tenure of his caliphate will be published in several parts, 
viz., Part I, Part If, Part III, etc. Every part will consist 
of approximately 450 pages. Fifteen parts of this volume 
covering his Friday sermons delivered upto the year 1934 
have already been compiled and calligraphy of its first part 
completed. Calligraphy of its second part is under way. 
These parts will be published as soon as possible. 


3. Besides Friday sermons, his speeches and talks 
delivered on other occasions are also being collected. 
Material for five volumes has already been compiled cover- 
ing the period upto 1932. The manuscript containing his 
Friday sermons as well as his sundry speeches and talks 
comes up to some 9000 pages. 


4. A biography of Hazrat Khalifatul Masih II entitled 
“‘Swaneh Fazli Umar’ Vol. I has been published. Its second 
volume is ready and will be published in due course. 
These two volumes had been written by our present Khalifa, 
Hazrat Mirza Tahir Ahmad Sahib before h2 came to the 
helm of affairs. The compilation of its futrher parts is 


under way. 


5. The Fazl-i-Umar Foundation is considering to 
collect whatever predictions are contained in Ahmadiyya as 
well as in former literature about the advent of Musleh 
Mauood. It will help to compare his achievements with 
what was foretold about him. 


6. In his address to the 1949 Annual Convention, 
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Hazrat Fazli Umar had called upon Akmadi scholars to 
produce knowledgeable work on religious topics. To acti- 
vate them towards this end, the Fazl-i-Umar Foundation, 
since 1967. is awarding cash prizes to approved treatises. 
Upto 19£0 cash prizes of the value of Rs. thirtyfour thou- 
sands have been disbursed. At first cash award was fixed 
at Rs. 1CCO per approved article. It was subsequently rais- 
ed to Rs. 1£CO ard ncw it consists of a sum of Rs. 25(0. 


7. To push this object further, the Board of Directors 
Faz]-i-Umar Foundation has decided to introduce in literary 
circles toth within and without Pakistan the standard works 
of such Al madi scholars also wko publish their tocks with- 
out participating in the Fazl-i-Umar Foundation’s competi- 
tion scheme for research projects. 


Building Projects. 


1. A library building kas been constructed at a cost of 
4 lakh and 15 thousand rupees. It has 9 administrative 
rocms, one hall for acccmmodating 50,C€O books, 8 cells 
for research scholars, and one reading rcom. The library, 
named by Hazrat Khalifatul Masih III ‘Khilafat Library’ 
was inaugurated by him on October 3 197]. Its corner 
stone was laid by him on January 16, 1970. 


2. Inthecompound of the above mentioned library an 
additional three storey building is under construction at an 
estimated cost of Rs. 6,£0,(CO. It will meet the library's 
augmented needs. 


3. A guest house by the name of ‘Sarai Fazl-i-Umar’ 
was completed in 1976 at the cost of a sum of Rs. 11,15,000 
Besides the cuisine, dining hall, store rooms, sitting room, 
it has 18 bed rooms for some 60 guests. It has been handed 
over to Tahriki Jadid Sadar Anjaman Ahmadiyya who play 
host to foreign guests on the occasion of the Annual Con- 
vention. 
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Miscellaneous. 


1. The Foundation has denoted a sum of Rupees one 
lakh towards the Fund named’ ‘Bouootul Hamd’ started by 
our present Khalifa for building low cost houses to be 
given over freely to poor people. 


2. A photostat machine purchased at a cost of a 
sum of about Rs. one lakh has been made over to Jamia 
Ahmadiyya for their use. 


3. An apparatus of simaltaneous interpretation system 
having a complement of 300 headphones, procured at the 
cost of a sum of more than Rs. 1,18,000 has been handed 
over to Sadar Anjaman Ahmadiyya. It is used to transmit 
simultaneously to foreign visitors, English, Indonesian, etc., 
translations of the speeches made in the Annual Con- 
vention. 


Wagaf Aarzi Scheme. 


Hazrat Khalifatul Masih introduced Wagqfe Aarzi 
scheme in March 1966. It means donating one’s time for a 
minimum of 2 weeks for religious instruction. Under this 
scheme the donor has to spend at least a fortnight ata 
place selected for him by the management. Here he lives 
with the community, teaches them the Holy Quran and ex- 
plains points about Islam and Ahmadiyyat. He has to 
bear his own expenses. The Jamaat has responded to the 
scheme enthusiastically. Thousands of Ahmadis have parti- 
cipated in it and taught the Holy Quran to numerous 
Ahmadis in various places in the country. 


Fazl-i-Umar Talimul Quran Class. 


Started in 1964 with an enrolment of 72 boys, the Fazl- 
i-Umar Talimul Quran class made great strides under the 
benign patronage and guidance of Hazrat Khalifatul Masih 
III. In 1978 it had 525 boys and 830 girls on its rolls, in 
1979 the number rose to 1582 and in 1982 boys and girls to 
the tune of 825 and 1274 respectively participated in it. 
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The class is held annually at Rabwah during summer 
vacations. Boys and girls converge to Rabwah from com- 
munities all over Pakistan to join this class. Rabwah in 
those days offers a very delightful sight. Its streets swarm 
with teenagers - all with Quran in their hands - boys on one 
side and girls on the other, marching along their alloted 
routes in the scorching heat of July towards Masjid Muba- 
rak and Mahmud Hall, the two places where the classes are 
held. The former for the senior students, i.e., above matri- 
culation and the latter for the junior ones, below matric. 


Qualified scholars and Ulama impart education to them, 
the teaching of the Quran, of course, forming the major 
part of the syllabus. Other subjects taught are, Hadith, 
History of Ahmadiyyat, the Works of the Promised Messiah 
and Arabic. Speeches are made on topics concerned with 
moral and spiritual uplift. Tahajjud prayers are also offer- 

d congregationally at both the separate guest houses at 3 
A.M., daily. On some occasions Hazrat Khalifatul Masih 
graces the class with his fatherly advice. 


Majlis-i-Irshad. 


Hazrat Khalifatul Masih instituted Majlisi Irshad to 
promote a spirit of enquiry among young intellectuals and 
to encourage them to write research articles on religious 
topics. 


Its sittings were held after evening prayers in the 
Mubarak mosque, Rabwah and Hazrat Khalifatul Masih 
himself presided over them. Articles on subjects alloted by 
him were read by scholars and the audience asked to offer 
their remarks. Jn the end Hazrat Khalifatul Masih would 
grace the meetings with his blessed words, 


Associating Children with Waqfe Jadid. 


Wagfe Jadid Fund was started by the second successor 
of the Promised Messiah to provide the cost of taking Islam 
to the rural population of Pakistan. Wishing to associate 


an 
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Ahmadi boys and girls with the aspirations and objectives 
of our Movement, Hazrat Khalifatul Masih III, associated 
them with Wagqfe Jadid Fund. He enjoined upon them to 
subscribe towards it a sum of annas eight or even less from 
their pocket money. The idea behind this move was to 
familiarise them in their early age with the working of our 
various organisations. This would improve the quality of 
their faith and sincerity and encourage them to make grea- 
ter sacrifices in the cause of Islam. (Al Fazal, July 7, 
1967). 


Ahmadi boys and girls responded warmly to his appeal 
and promptly fulfilled whatever target of subscriptions was 
placed before them. 


Crusade against evil customs. 


Evil customs are so rampant nowadays that some 
Ahmadi families also get affected. For instance some peo- 
ple spend so much on marriage ceremonies as to ruin them- 
selves. 


Apprehending the havoc which such evil practices play 
on our social structure, Hazrat Khalifatul Masih III declar- 
ed a crusade against them. He warned every Ahmadi to 
beware of them and to join hands with him for their eradi- 
cation. He brought this point home to the Jamaat and its 
executive heads through his Friday sermons and impressed 
uvon them the need of individual and collective efforts to 
eliminate them. (Al-Fazal July 2, 1967). 


Tahriki Jadid Fund Daftar No. 3. 


Hazrat Khalifatul Masih II had inaugurated Dafter 
No. 1 of Tahriki Jadid Fund in 1934 and its Second Daftar 
(Register) in 1944. They were to provide finance 
for countering anti-Ahmadiyya propaganda and for opening 
new missions abroad. The Jamaat responded generously. 
Many missions were opened and abundant literature 
published in many foreign languages. 
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In this perspective and stressing the need of meeting 
the challenge of Christianity appositely, Hazrat Khalifatul 
Masih III inaugurated its Dafter No. 3. He directed that 
it would commence from November 1, 1965 and end on 
October 31 1966 and that its future years would be counted 


similarly. 


Hazrat Khalifatul Masih told the Jamaat that more 
than 20 years had elapsed on the inception of Dafter No. 2 
of this Fund and that in these two decades a lot of young 
men would have become earning members of our commu- 
nity. He said that it were they who were intended especi- 
ally to subscribe towards this new Fund. (AlI-Fazal, April 


27, 1966). 
Kings seek blessings. 


One of the revelations of the Promised Messiah is 
<‘Kings shall. seek blessings from thy clothes.’’ This reve- 
Jation saw its literal fulfilment in the blessed caliphate of 
Hazrat Khalifatul Masih III. 


His Excellency, Al-Haj Sir F.M. Singhatek, an Ahmadi 
Muslim became Governor General of Gambia. He wrote 
to Hazrat Khalifatul Masih IJI that he wanted to seek 
blessings from the clothes of the Promised Messiah (peace 
on him) and requested him to let him do so. Hazrat 
Khalifatul Masih acceded to his wishes and a piece of cloth 
cut from the Messiah’s garment was despatched to him. The 
piece bore the signature and stamp of Hazrat Khalifatul 
Masih III and the date. The forwarding letter was written 
by Maulawi Abdur Rahman Anwar, Private Secretary to 
the Khalifatul Masih. 


Acknowledging the receipt of the cloth, His Excellency 
Al-Haj. Sir F.M. Singhateh wrote the following letter to 
the Private Secretary to Hazrat Khalifatul Masih. 

Government House, 
Bathurst, Gambia. 
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Dear Abdul Rahman Anwar. 


Assalamo Alaikum wa Rahmatullah wa barakatohu. 


Thank you for your letter dated 27 June 1955. You 
must have learned from Syedna Amzerul Momineen Khali- 
fatul Masih III that the registered letter was received with 
great joy. My family join m2 in sending you their love 
together with the members of the Jamaat. 


Yours sincerely, 
Sd/- Al-Haj F.M. Singhateh 
G.G. 
1-8-66. 


Khalifatul Masih III in Europe. 


Hazrat Khalifatul Masih IIL toured Europe in 1967. 
On 8th July he reached Frankfurt, where he stayed for a 
couple of days. He then visited Ahmadiyya Muslim 
Missions in Hamburg, the Hague, Copenhagen and mis- 
sions in U.K. He returned to Rabwah on August 24. 


His tour once again brought into focus the message of 
Islam and the work of the Ahmadiyya for its revival and 
regeneration. The elite as well as the common people seem 
to respond, however slowly. Wherever he went the press, 
the radio and television went after him and projected a new 
living, missionary Islam to their audiences. 


One of his objects in undertaking this journey was to 
warn Western nations against their impending doom and 
to tell them that this could be averted only if they sought 
shelter in Islam and accepted the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of God be on him) as their universal prophet. 
According to the Holy Founder of the Ahmadiyya Move- 
ment, the Messiah of prophecies —~Muslim and Christian — 
if they did not heed the warning, vast populations of this 
good earth will be wiped out and plant, animal and human 
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life vanish from its habitations. So out of love for huma- 
nity, he felt it his duty to tell Western nations to save 
themselves by bowing before God and seeking refuge in 
Islam. 


He gave this warning formally in London on the occa- 
sion of the reception held in his honour in Wandsworth 
Town Hall. He was replying to the address of welcome 
presented to him by the Mayor of Wandsworth. Choudhry 
Muhammad Zafrulla Khan, then Judge, International 
Court of Justice also addressed the occasion. The recept- 
tion was held on July 28. 


He told his audience that the Founder of the Ahmadi- 
yya Movement, Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad (1835-1908) 
was the Mahdi and the Messiah promised for. our time. 
He said that his advent had taken place in fulfilment of 
prophecies made by the Holy Prophet in that respect. The 
Promised Messiah, he continued, had foretold on the basis 
of divine revelations that five major catastrophes will visit 
the world if it did not turn to God. 


In one of these catastrophes, the Messiah had foretold, 
the Czar of Russia, his family and his system of Govern- 
ment will be destroyed. And so it happened in World 
War I. Hazrat Khalifatul Masih added that World War 
II was the second of the five catastrophes: 


Continuing, he said the Promised Messiah had also 
prophesied that a third world war of even bigger dimen- 
sions will follow the second in which the world, divided 
into two opposing blocks, will crack and hurl the blocks 
and the colossus of civilization into the pit of destruction. 
The tragedy will leave the survivors amazed and aghast. 


Hazrat Khalifatul Masih IJJ further declared that 
Russia will recover sooner from the calamity than the 
West and being reconciled with its Creator, will accept 
Islam and the Holy Prophet of Islam. People who were 
seeking to wipe out the name of God from the earth will 
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realise their folly at last, submit to Him as believers in His 
unity and Oneness. 


He said : 


“You may consider this a fantasy, but those who sur- 
vive the third world war will witness and bear out the 
truth of what I have said. These are the words of 
God Almighty— they shall be—fulfilled. No one can 
avert His decrees. The end of the third world war 
will be the beginning of the triumph of Islam. People 
wiil accept its truth in large numbers and will realise 
that Islam is the true religion and the emancipation of 
man isto come through the message of Muhammad 
(on whom be peace).” 


He quoted from the Promsied Messiah (peace on him) : 


“Remember, God has informed me of many earth- 
quakes. Rest assured, therefore, that as earthquakes 
have shaken America and Europe so will they shake 
Asia. Some of them will resemble the Day of Doom. 
So many people shall die that rivulets of blood will 
flow. Even the birds and the beasts will not be safe 
from this death. Havoc shall sweep over the earth, 
the biggest since the birth of man. Habitations shall 
be demolished. It would seem as if no one ever lived 
in them. This will be accompanied by many other 
terrible calamities which the earth and the heaven will 
send forth, till their unusual nature will become evi- 
dent to every reasonable man. Then mankind will 
become distressed and begin to wonder what is going 
to happen.” 


But good time will come. Hazrat Khalifatul Masih 
said that after witnessing signs of the Majesty of God the 
world will turn to Him. Nations will enter into the fold 
of Islam and become blessed. A living and true Islam will 
prevail in which all peoples and nations will live peacefully, 
like brothers, devoted to the needs and aspirations of all 
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men everywhere and the glorification of Allah. All will 
accept the Shariah of Islam, a disciplined, purposeful 
haypy life. The kingdom of God will become established 
on earth as it is in heaven. 


Nusrat Jahan Mosque. 


Another object of the tour was to inaugurate the 
«Nusrat Jahan Mosque” in Denmark. Hazrat Khalifatul 
Masih III reached Copenhagen on July 20 and on July 21 
he inaugurated the Nusrat Jahan Mosque ; first ever to be, 
built in Scandinavia. The mosque. has cost some seven 
Jakh rupees, the whole amount having been contributed by 
Lajna Imaillah, Ahmadi Women’s Association. The idea 
occurred to Hazrat Syeda Maryam Siddiqa, the President 
of the Lajna. On her appeal for contributions towards 
the building of the mosque, Ahmadi Ladies came forward 


and provided the funds. 


Bearing the name of the holy consort of the Promised 
Messiah (peace be on them) the mosque is the seventh 
jn Europe built by the Ahmadiyya Community, 
the other six being in London, the Hague, Hamburg, 
Frankfurt, Zurich and Gottenburg, Sweden. The London, 
the Hamburg and the Copenhagen mosques have been 
built by funds provided by women, remaining by men. 
The corner stone of the Copenhagen mosque was laid by 
Sahibzada Mirza Mubark Ahmad, a grandson of the 
Promised Messiah (peace on him). 


In his address at its opening, Hazrat Khalifatul Masih 
{JJ expressed humble thanks for the Divine Grace and the 
willing co-operation of Ahmodi ladies and the Danish 
people which had made the building of the mosque 
possible. 


Japan Mission. 


A mission had bzen started in Japan in 1935, which, 
however, had been closed on the outbreak of the second 
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world war. It was re-established by Hazrat Khalifatul 
Masih Ul in 1969. A lot of literature on Islam in Japanese 
language has since been produced by it. 


His Second Journey Abroad. 


Starting from Rabwah on April 4, 1970, Hazrat Khali- 
fatul Masih III reached London via Tehran and Istunbul. 
After sojourning for sometime in Europe and West Africa, 
he returned to Rabwah on June 8, 1970. 


During this tour he visited missions in the U.K., 
‘Switzerland, West Germany, Spain ; Ghana, Ivory Coast, 
Liberia, Gambia and Sierra Leone. 


In Spain where he stayed for a couple of days he 
visited Cordova, Toledo and Granada. Spain had beena 
citadel of Islam for nearly 8 centuries (711 to 1500 A.D.). 
Arts and sciences had flourished in it and students from 
Europe had flocked to its universities. In fact the light of 
knowledge illuminating Spain under Muslims was largely 
instrumental in dispelling darkness from Europe and bring- 
ing about its renaissance. 


Hazrat Khalifatul Masih felt extremely grieved to 
recall the ignominious fall of Islam in Spain after its magni- 
ficent rise and fervently prayed to God Almighty for its 
revival. As a first step towards it he wanted to build a 
mosque there but the possibilities did not look bright. He 
prayed to God for it and was told that his prayer shall be 
accepted on its appointed time. 


In West Africa he was highly impressed to see the 
chain of missions installed by his predecessor, Hazrat 
Khalifatul Masih II and inspired to do something for 
their expansion. He resolved to open more missions, 
20-30 medical centres and some 70-80 schools. On returo 


io Rabwah he appealed for a sum of 20 lakhs of rupees tor 
ihe new projects. 
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Nusrat Jahan Scheme. 


Hazrat Khalifatul Masih named the new scheme 
Nusrat Jahan Scheme and the Fund, Nusrat Jahan Reserve 
Fund. The Jamaat responded spiritedly and contributed 
towards this Fund a sum of 53 Lakhs of rupees, nearly three 
times more than the amount requested. So the work was 
started. Here are some highlights : 


Nigeria: In the year 1975, it had 6 missions, 115 com- 
munity cells and 1CO mosques besides 11 primary schools, 
one secondary school and two medical centres. By the end 
of 1982 the count had come to: Missions 92; Community 
cells 148; Mosques 130; Medical centres 3; No addition 
had taken place in the case of primary and secondary 


schools. 


Under the Nusrat Jahan Scheme, upto the end of the 
82 the count of its institutions had come to: Secon- 


year 19 
m nil to 10 and Medical centres from 


dary schools fro 
3 to 6. 


Ghana: In 1975 it had 47 missions, 347 community 
cells, 179 Mosques, 1 Secondary school and 35 primary and. 
middle schools. By the end of the year 1982 the count had 
come to: Missions 80; Community cells 382; Mosques. 


240. 


Under the Nusrat Jahan Scheme the count of its institu- 
tions had come to: Secondary schools 6 as already opened ; 
Medical centres from 4 to 5. 


Liberia: Mission was established in this country im 
1956. The same position held true in 1982 as it was In 
1975, i.e., one Secondary schoo! working under the Nusrat 
Jahaa Scheme. 
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Gambia: Here a mission was established in 196!. In 
the year 1975 it had one secondary school and one clinic. 
By the year 1982, the number of missionary institutions had 
come to: Missions 3; Community cells 8; Mosques 6; 
Primary school | ; Secondary school 1 : Madical centre 1. 


Under the Nusrat Jahan Scheme it had 4 Medical centres 
in 1982. 


Sierra Leone: Our first regular mission for Islamic 
-work was established in this part of the world in 1921. Since 
then not only missions, but schools, mosques and medical 
centres have sprung up in good number. Inthe year 1975, 
it had 6 missions, 22 primary schools and 60 mosques. By 
the end of the year 1982 the count of these institutions had 
risen to: Missions 10: Community cells 150 ; Mosques 100 ; 
Primary schools 50 ; Secondary schools 8. 


Under the Nusrat Jahan Scheme, the number of its 
institutions remained the same as in 1975, 1.e., Secondary 
-schools 7 ; Medical centres 4. 


Up to June 1982 2,73,514 patients had been treated in 
Nusrat Jahan Medical ceatres and 44,359 operations made. 
Out of these 2,07,328 patients had been given free treatment. 
In the educational institutions opened under Nusrat Jahan 
Scheme 26,098 students had benefited in the same period. 


By the end of the year 1982, the position of missionary 
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institutions established by our Movement in some other: 
parts of the world was as follows: 


Name of the country Missions Community Mosques. 


cells 

England 30 ] 
Germany 2 
Norway ] 2 1 
Sweden 1 3 I 
Denmark ] 2 1 
Spain 2 ; 
Holland 

U.S.A. 5 25 : 
Surinam 1 2 I 
Guiana 1 " 
Trinidad 1 2 
Uganda 3 27 : 
Kenya 3 22 14 
Tanzania 7 60 | 5° 
Zambia l 1 l 
Fijji l 7 6. 
Japan 2 2 

Ivory Coast 1 1 
Mauritius 3 10 10: 


Indonesia 24 83 130: 
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His Third Journey Abroad. 


Hazrat Khalifatul Masih III visited Europe for the third 
time in 1973. He left Rabwah on July 13 and after staying 
for sometime in the U.K., Holland, W. Germany, Switzer- 
land, Italy, Sweden and Denmark returned to Rabwah on 
September 26. 


Wherever he went he proclaimed that Islam would one: 
day spread among the Western nations and that the change: 
towards this end had already begun to take place, but as it. 
was yet in its early stage it was not perceivable except to a 
discerning look. 


Talking to some friends in Ahmadiyya mosque, Czurich,. 
he explained that in the opinion of his predecessor, Hazrat. 
Khalifatul Masih II, Ahmadiyya Khilafat (caliphate) shall 
be purely spiritual and that it was his opinion also, for if 
political authority was added to it, its sphere of activities. 
would become limited. (Al-Fazal, September 15, 1973). 


In this context it seems proper to reproduce here a 
passage containiug Hazrat Khaiifatul Masih II’s opinion 
about Khilafat. He said: 


“Our system is based entirely on love and affection. 
We have no legal authority whereby we can enforce our 
directions. My personal view is that in Ahmadiyyat 
Khilafat should always be distinct from political govern- 
ment. The function of the Khilafat should continue to be 
the supervision of the compliance with the commandments. 
of Islamic law. We are not yet in a position of political 
authority in the country, but even when such a time arrives 
the Khalifa should remain outside active politics and should 
at no time seek to take over the government of the country, 
lest a situation of juxtaposition between the Khalifa and 
political parties should arise and that Khilafat should be- 
come identified with a political party, In such a situation 
the Khalifa would cease to be in Joco parentice towards the 
community. There is no doubt that in the beginning of 
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JTslam Khilafat and goverment were combined in one person, 
but that was under the compulsion of the then circumstances. 
The Islamic law had not yet been fully enforced and as its 
full enforcement was necessary, Khilafat and government 
were combined in the same_ person. According to 
our dcctrine they can be combined and they can also be 
separate. In my opinion when the time comes when we are 
in power, the Khalifa should not seek to take the govern- 
ment in his own hands. He should remain outside govern- 
‘ment and should supervise the goverment so as to secure 
‘that government should follow the directions of the Islamic 
Jaw and should settle its policies and their execution in 
consultation with Khalifa. The administration of the coun- 
try should be left in the hands of statesmen and the public 
services. If my point of view is followed, the Khalifa 
should not take over the government of the country at any 
time and should confine himself to the supervision of the 
exercise of the moral qualities and the enforcement of the 
‘Holy Quran.” (Muhammad Zafrulla Khan, Ahmadiyyat, 
the Renaissance of Islam, 1978, P. 304). 


‘Centenary Jubilee. 


At the Annual Gathering (8Ist to be exact) at Rabwah 
on 26-28 December, 1973, Hazrat Kalifatul Masih Ill 
announced that the Movement will celebrate its centenary 
jubilee on March 23, 1989, when a century will have passed 
on its foundation. He said that starting on March 23 the 
day on which the Movement was born, the celebrations will 
go on during the year, finishing at the Annual Gathering of 
the same year. Insha Allah Ahmadi delegates will come 
from all parts of the world. 


Outlining the programme to be observed on that occa- 
sion he said that the community in all humility will offer 
thanks to Almighty Allah for what He had enabled us to do 
for the grand cause of propagating the message of Islam in 
the past century. We will pray for His Mercy and Grace 
-and pledge ourselves to the same cause in the coming century. 
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He said the community should start making preparations 
¢or celebrating the 100-year jubilee in a befiting manner. 


Unfolding the plan concerning the preparations which 
he wanted the community to make in the intervening period 
of 16 years and which should speed up the propagation of 
{slam in all parts of the world, he announced the following 
items in the programme : 


1. More missionary centres in East and West Africa, 
Denmark, France, Italy, Norway, Sweden, Spain, the 
United Kingdom, Canada, North and South America. 


2. Every mission to have a mosque, a mission. house 
and office accommodation. 


3. Translations of the Holy Quran to be published in 
Russian, French, Chinese, Italian, Yugoslavian and Hausa 
{also in one language in general use in West Africa). 


4. Publication of the Commentary of the Holy Quran 
in Arabic and Iranian. 


5. Publication of Islamic literature in at least 100 
fanguages of the world. 


6. Installation of printing presess in Pakistan and 
abroad. 


7. Establishment of a broadcasting station for propa- 
gating the Holy Quran, wherever permitted. 


8. Construction of guest houses at Rabwah for dele. 
gates to annual gatherings at Rabwah. 


9, Promotion of communication between Ahmadis 10 
different parts of the world like pen friendship, amateur 
radio clubs, and telex communication system. 
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Concluding his address, Hazrat Khalifatul Masih I{} 
said that the implementation of this plan would require a 
sum of at least 2.5 crore rupees. He annonnced the insti- 
tution of a ‘Centenary Jubilee Fund.” Declaring it open 
he appealed to the Jamaat to contribute towards it generou- 
sly. Further he said that the Jamaat in England had 
already promised to contribute a sum of one crore rupees 
towards this fund and added that he hoped, with the grace 
of God, the contributions will add up to five crores. 


By the end of the year 1982, promises worth 
Rs. 10,77,71,227/- had been received towards this Fund, 
out of which a sum of Rs. 4,24,28,000/- had been received 


in cash. | 


Opposition Again. 


Our Movement has had to face opposition from its 
very inception. Since the day its Holy Founder claimed 
to be the Messiah and Mahdi, it has been persecuted by its 


ilJ-wishers. 


nd again in 1953 it was subjected to unprovoked persecu- 
ion. But it did not lose its momentum. It opened many 
ore missions instead and got a great number of new 
nverts to Islam. 


The same thing happened in May, June, 1974. In 
many areas Ahmadis were socially boycotted. However, 
by the Grace and Mercy of Almighty God and under the 
leadership of Hazrat Khalifatul Masih, the Jamaat showed 
orbearance and came unscathed out of this ordeal too. 
has again marched ahead. People are realising the un- 
lamic nature of such outbursts and are inclining towards 
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His Fourth Journey Abroad. 


In his fourth tour of Europe, lasting for about three 
months (August 3 to October 28, 1972), besides visiting 
some Missions, Hazrat Khalifatul Masih obtained medical 
advice regarding his health as he had been ailing for quite 


some time. 


During this tour he also laid the foundation stone of 
the First Ahmadia Mosque in Gottenburg, Sweden on 
September 27,1975. This mosque was completed at the 
cost of nearly a sum of two million of rupees. It was 
inaugurated by him on August 20, 1976. Ahmadis from 
all over Europe participated. 


His Fifth Journey Abroad. 


Hazrat Khalifatul Masih left Rabwah on July 20 and 
returned on October 20, 1976. This time, besides Europe 
he visited Abmadi missions in the U.S.A., and Canada 


also. 


He told the Americans that no man-made order of life 
could save the world and in this context he exposed the 
failings of Capitalism, Communism and Chinese socialism. 
He said that all of them had failed to capture the soul of 
humanity and proclaimed that in the end, only Islam as 
interpreted by the Promised Messiah, must prevail. For, 
it is Islam alone which meets the demands of human 


nature in full. 


His press conference, held in Woldorf Astoria Tower 
was covered by Press, Radio and Television. Many lead- 
ing papers like ‘New York Post’ published its proceedings 
and jts film was also televised. In a reception held in his 
honour in the same hotel, he was greeted by foreign diplo- 
mats, officials of the U.N.O., University professors and 
many other notable figures. 
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His sixth Journey Abroad. 
Moot on Jesus’ deliverance 


Hazrat Khalifatul Masih left Rabwah on May 8. So- 
journing in Frankfurt, Czurich and the Hague for some 
days, he reached London on May 31. Here, he participated 
in the ‘International Conference on the Deliverance of 
Jesus from the Cross’. It was organized by the 
Ahmadiyya Community in the U.K., and held at the Com- 
monwealth Institute, Kensington on June 2 to 4. He 
returned to Rabwah on October 11. 


Some 600 delegates from various Ahmadi missions atten- 
ded the moot. Mr. B.A. Bashir, the then Imam of the 
London Mosque welcomed the congregation and told them 
that the sole object of the conference was to ‘enhance our 
belief in the true Jesus’. ) . 
iz 

The conference was formally’ ainaugurated by Sir 
Chaudhry Muhammad Zafrulla Khan, ex-President of the 
International Court of Justice, who also read a research 
article entitied ‘Jesus—Prophet of God’. Treatises on 
‘Deliverance of Jesus from the Cross’ were read among 
others by the following scholars : 


Dr. A. Faber-Kaiser A Spanish scholar 
Mr. M. M. Ahmad Former Minister of Finance and 
; Economic Development in the 
Pakistan Government, 


Mr. A. Salam Madsen - A Danish scholar who has 
translated the Holy Quran into 
Danish. 

Sheikh Abdul Qadir A Pakistani orientalist. 

Dr. Ladislav Filip A Czechoslavakian research 


scholar on the life of Jesus. 
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Professor F. M. Hassnain, Head of the Department of 
Archaeology, Srinagar, India, had sent his paper on ‘the 
tomb of Yuz-Asaph! As, due to unavoidable circumstan- 
ces he was unable to attend the conference, his paper was 
read out by ex-Air marshal Zafar Ahmad Chaudhry. 


On June 4, Hazrat Khalifatul Masih addressed the 
conference. Shedding a flood of light on the issue of Jesus’ 
deliverance from the cross, he called upon the audience to 
turn towards the Gracious and Merciful Lord, who had 
provided for all the needs of humanity before its coming 
into existence and provided every man with faculties and 
capacities for establishing a living relationship with Him. 


Further, inviting the Western Nations to join Islam and 
to follow Muhammad (peace and blessings of God be on 
Him), he said: 


‘“‘The false joys and artificial delights of this mortal 
world cannot be compard to love of God. {f invite you to 
make atrial of winning the love of God. That door has 
been opened, through the ages, for the millions who have 
knocked at it. Why should you despair that it may not be 
opened for you. Come forward and, responding to the 
call of the Successor of the Muslim Messiah, accept Islam, 
for therein lies your own total good and the good of your 
future generations, failing which, a terrible catostrophe 
awaits you, of which I warned you in detail eleven years 
ago in this city.” 


The conference evoked interesting remarks from the 
British Church. The newly-formed Committee of the 
British Council of Churches for relationship with people of 
other Faiths issued a press statement with reference to it in 
which it affirmed its readiness to open a constructive dia- 
logue with, among others, representatives of the Ahmadiyya 
Movement. 


But when the question of holding such a dialogue was 
taken up by the Ahmadiyya Mission, the newly-formed 
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Committee of the British Council of Churches gave no 
reply. 


Honours the First Ahmadi Nobel Prize Laureate. 


An Ahmadi Muslim, Professor Dr. Abdus Salam along 
with two American scientists, won 1979 Nobel Prize for 
Physics. Hazrat Khalifatul Masih sent him telegraphically 
the following congratulatory message : 


‘“‘God be praised. Heartiest congratulations on my 
behalf and on behalf of the Jamaat. Ahmadis and all 
Pakistanis are proud of you. It is a matter of great pride 
for Ahmadis that the first Muslim scientist and first 
Pakistani to receive Nobel Prize is an Ahmadi. May God 
bestow greater honour in future. May God be with you.” 


It may be recalled in this context that the Promised 
Messiah had received a revelation to the effect that his 
followers will exceedingly advance in knowledge and learn- 
ing. He had proclaimed : 


‘Members of may sect shall attain to such excellence in 
knowledge and learning that by the light of their truth and 
by the dint of their arguments and signs, they will confound 
all.’ (Tajjaliati Illahia). 


In his address to the Annual Convention held at 
Rabwah in the last week of December 1979, Hazrat Kalifa- 
tul Masih extolled Dr. Abdus Salaam for his great 
achievement. 


General Muhammad Zial Haq, President of Pakistan 
also congratulated Dr. Abdus Salam. In his telegraphic 
message, he said : i 


‘It is a matter of great pride and happiness for me that 
you have won the 1979 Nobel Prize for Pysics. It speaks 
for your relentless research and enviable scholarship in the 
field of theoretical physics. Please accept heartiest congra- 
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Yulations from me and the people of Pakistan on this 
distinction. You have certainly added a new lustre to the 
glory of Pakistan.’ (Dawn October 16, 1979) 


His last journey Abroad. 


Leaving Rabwah on June 26, Hazrat Khalifatul Masih 
reached Frankfurt on June 29 and from thence visiting 
Austria and Ahmadi missions in Switzerland, Dznmark, 
Sweden, Norway, Holland, Spain, the U.S.A., Canada, 
Nigeria, Ghana and U.K., he came back on October 26, 


1980. 


During this tour, on October 9, 1980 he laid the 
foundation stone of the first Muslim mosque to be built in 
Spain after their dissolution in it. The ‘Basharat Mosque’ 
which now it is called is situated near the village Pedro- 
abad, a few miles away from the famous Cordova. It was 
completed in 1982. Since the fall of Granda in 1492 A.D., 
and the expulsion of Islam from the country by Ferdinand 
and Isabella, this is the first mosque to be built in Spain. 
Islam will now once again draw its people into its fold. 
The ceremony was attended by Ahmadis all over the world 
who joined in prayers with Hazrat Khalifatul Masih for 
its re-establishment in the country. Numerous local 
inhabitants and dignitaries participated in the eelebrations 
and welcomed the congregation. 


In an address to the Annual Ahmadiyya Convention 
held at Rabwah in December 1980, Hazrat Kalifatul Masih 
told the congregation how the plot for this moque was 
acquired. He said; 


_ ‘When I visited Spain in 1970, I tried to secure a small 
dilapidated mosque for the use of the Jamaat and although 
the Government was prepared to hand it over to us, the 
Church opposed it vehemently and therefore the mosque 
could not be obtained. But with the grace of God, within 
10 years there has been such a marvellous revolution that 
we have been able to secure a piece of land near Cordova, 
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and the Government has granted us the permission to build 
a mosque On it. 


His second Marriage. 


His first wife, Sayyida Mansoora Begum died on 
December 3, 1981. He married Sayyida Tahira Siddiqa on 
April 11, 1982. 


He passes away. 


On May 23, he repaired to Islamabad. During his 
stay, on May 26 he felt very much indisposed. He recover- 
ed somewhat after treatment but on May 31 he hada 
sudden relapse of weakness. Medical examination revealed 
an onset of heart attack. Heart specialists were called from 
Karachi, England and the US.A., who tried to save him. 
But in vain. He passed away in the night between June 8 
and 9. His remains were brought to Rabwah and he was 
buried in the Bahishti Maqbara on June 10. Hazrat Mirza 
Tahir Ahmad, the newly elected Khalifa led the funeral 
prayers. Scme one lakh mourners attended his funeral 
service. He left behind him a widow, three sons and two 


daughters. 


Haziat Muza lau Abo 
Kihhkahiatul Mam iv 
(May he “ee Gap) 


CHAPTER V 


Hazrat Khalifatul Masih IV. 


On the demise of Hazrat Mirza Nasir Ahmad, electiom 
for the new Khalifa was held on Thursday, June 10 in the- 
Mubarak Mosque, after Zuhar Prayers. Hazrat Mirza: 
Mubarak Ahmad, President, Tahriki Jadid, Sadar Anjman 
Ahmadiyya, Rabwah acted as Chaiiman. First of all, the- 
electors, as required by the rules, took the oath of loyalty 
to the institution of Khilafat. 


Responsibilities of a Khalifa. 


Votes were then cast and Hazrat Mirza Tahir Ahmad’ 
was elected the fourth Khalifa and Successor of the Promis- 
ed Messiah. Before taking bai’at, he addressed the electoral 
college and said: 


“<I do not want to say anything on this occasion except 
to ask you to pray for yourselves and for me in the follow- 
ing words : 


“Our Lord! burden us not with what we have not the 
strength to bear ; and efface our sins and grant us forgive- 
ness and have mercy on us; Thou art our Master ; help us. 
against the disbelieving people; (Al-Baqra, verse 287). 


This responsibility is so hard, so extensive and so un- 
nerving that it evokes the memory of Hazrat Umar’s groan~ 
ings (peace on him) when, breathing his last on his death- 
oo and praying to be let off without reward or punishment, 

e said : 


‘“‘Oh Lord ! neither for me (any reward) nor to me (any: 
punishment).”’ 
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It is true that a Khalifa is made by God and no human 
power has any say in this matter. It has ever been my be- 
lief and by the Grace of God I will hold to it unto my 
death. In view of it, being now the Khalifa it is true that 
I am not answerable to you, nor to anyone else, nor to any 
individual of the Community. 


But this is no freedom. For, now I am directly answer- 
able to my Lord. You can be unaware of my faults, for 
you have no access to my heart. You know neither the 
apparent, nor the hidden. But my Lord sees through the 
inmost depths of my heart. If my pleas are false. He shall 
not accept them. Only such decisions will be approved by 
Him which I take sincerely, with full faith in Him and re- 
gardful of His fear. So my neck, freed from the hold of 
weak mortals is now in the grip of the Sovereign Lord of 
this universe and is bent low before Him. 


This is not a light burden. My whole being is tremb- 
ling under its crushing weight. The idea that my Lord be 
pleased with me overwhelms me. How I wish that He 
may let me live only to that moment until I am able to walk 
in the ways of His pleasure! How I wish that He may 
grant me power to desist from thinking and doing anything 
even for a moment which is against His pleasure and that 
such a notion may never cross my mind! 


To have full regard for the rights of everyone and to 
maintain Islamic justice is my heart’s desire. I know that 
without establishing justice it is not possible to do good to 
others. And without doing good to others that heavenly 
society cannot take shape which has been termed in the 
Holy Qnran as ‘Giving like kindred.’ (16; 91). I request 
you all to pray for its realization, 


Before I commence taking bai’at I wish to request 
Hazrat Choudhry Muhammad Zafrulla Khan to come 
forward and place first of all his hand in my hand in repre- 
Sentation of the Companions of the Promised Messiah. It 
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is my desire, nay my heart longs for it that the hand which 
had the privilege of touching the hands of our Chief, the 
Promised Messiah should be the first hand to come in my 
hand. I request him to come forward, bai’at taking will 
then start.” 


In this way all the members of the Electoral College 
performed bai’at at the hands of Hazrat Khalifat-ul Masih. 
Then Hazrat Sahib prayed fervently in which they all join- 
ed. After the prayer they all shook hands with him and 
had the privilege of personal introduction with him. (AI- 
Fazal, June 19, 1982). 


Nature of obedience due to a Khalifa. 


After the bai’at of the Electoral College, thousands of 
Ahmadis who were awaiting the results outside the Mubarak 
Mosque were admitted to the Hall for performing bai’at. 
Before taking bai’at, Hazrat Khalifatul Masih addressed 
them as follows: 


‘“My friends ! Be quiet and listen to me carefully. Thank 
you. 


‘“‘T want to remind you of the rules of conduct taught 
to his servants by the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
God be on him). You have often heard an instance of 
their practical demonstration. Itis reported that a com- 
panion was going towards the mosque for joining the Friday 
service. He heard the Holy Prophet’s call ‘Sit down’ and 
he forthwith sat in the lane. He began now to advance 
further by jumping on his feet like a bird taking hops. 
Another companion, amazed at it asked him what had _ hap- 
pened to him. He replied that nothing was wrong with 
him, that he had heard the Holy Prophet’s call to sit down 
and so he had sat down. His friend told him that the call 
was intended for those people who were inside the mosque. 
He replied,’ | did not hear this part of his speech. I only 
heard him saying ‘sit down’ and I sat down where | had 
heard the command.’ 
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Now this is the right spirit of obedience to our Master- 
Take it from me that we cannot conquer the world nor wim 
the hearts of mankind without serving him in this spirit. 
There is indeed no salvation, not even a tittle of it, without 
serving the Holy Prophet Muhammad. (peace and bless- 
ings of God be on him). The rules of conduct which he 
enunciated for the guidance of his followers and which he 
demonstrated in his own practice are valid upto the Dooms- 
day and will always remain in force. 


The Promised Messiah is the Holy Prophet’s Khalifa 
in our age. Through him, whoever now bowing before the 
Holy Prophet and invoking God’s blessings on him sits on 
the throne of his Khilafat, he is entitled to the same rights- 
The Holy Prophet’s teachings in this respect were not 
temporary. They will remain operative till this universe 
lasts. And men like me, unworthy and unfit, by virtue of 
being his representatives shall be treated by you in the same 
manner as taught by him (peace and blessings of God be 


on him). 


In this context the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings: 
of God be on him) went to this length that he commanded. 
his followers to pay unqualified obedience to their Amirs. 
On his injunction to obey their Amir, his companions asked 
him even if the Amir was wicked and a transgressor. The 
Holy Prophet replied, ‘Even then’. His companions asked! 
him, ‘Even if he was wholly unfit’. The Holy Prophet again 
replied, ‘Even then and even if his head was as small in size 
as a piece of grapes and even if he was an African slave. 
obey him’. 


I am unworthy of this august post. I know it better thar 
you aJJ. But J have been entrusted with it in accordance 
with the traditions established by the Holy Prophet and as. 
a favour from him (peace and blessings of God be on him)- 
J repeat that J do not consider myself fit for it but it has 
happened according to the Will of God and only He knows 
what does He want to demonstrate by it. Ido not know. 
But so long as the will of God keeps me in this office, you 
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can benefit by it only by observing its rights with which the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of God be on him) has 
invested it. And as for me I know that I will be exonerated 
before God only when I observe your rights which the Holy 
Prophet has conferred upon you. (peace and blessings of 
‘God be on him). 


Now I will take bai’at and after it we will pray in which 
both these points should be specifically kept in view, 1-e. 
you will earnestly and willingly observe the obligations 
which devolve upon you in respect of Khilafat and I will 
fervently entreat my Lord that He may enable me to dis- 
charge my obligations towards you and towards myself in 
the best possible way.”’ 


Then before taking bai’ at, Hazrat Sahib said, ‘Come 
for bai’ at. I wish that first of all the three sons of Hazrat 
Khalifatul Masih III (peace be on him) who are present 
here place their hands on my hand, then you all join.” 


All the assembly then performed bai’ at the hands of 
Hazrat Khalifatul Masih IV. 


His Profile. 


Hazrat Mirza Tahir Ahmad, grandson of the Promised 
Messiah was born to our Second Khalifa, Hazrat Mirza 
Bashir ud Din, Mahmud Ahmad, and his wife Hazrat 
Sayyida Maryam Begum Sahiba on December 18, 1928. 


His mother, Hazrat Sayyida Maryam Begum Sahiba 
was a lady of great accomplishments. Endowed with a deep 
Jove for God and for His creatures, she was superbly hos- 
pitable and loved very much to better the condition of the 
poor. She would mix with them, share their griefs and 
cheer them up. When she died, the whole of Qadian mourn- 
ed for her as if they had lost their own loving mother. 


She rendered distinguished services to the cause of Lajna 
also. In 1933 she was appointed General Secretary, which 
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office she held upto 1942 when she was elected its Sadar 
ae Executive). She retained this post until she died in 
1944. 


During her tenure of office she infused a new life in the- 
work of Lajna. She put its finances in good shape, activat-. 
ed its branches and improved the arrangements for holding: 
a and annual conventions. Hazrat Khalifatul 

asih IJ was very happy with her work. He said that she: 
had put a new life in Lajna and invested it with great poten- 
tial for progress. Commending her altruistic services he 
said that she would help widows and orphans day and 
night, although her own health was so fragile that most of 
the time she kept to her bed. 


His maternal grandfather, Hazrat Doctor Sayyid Abdul. 
Sattar Shah came from a well known family of Sayyids in 
Rawalpindi district. His ancestors were descended from 
Hazrat Ali, the Fourth rightly guided Khalifa of Hazrat 
Khatam ul Anbiya, Muhammad, the Elect (peace and bless- 
ings of God be on him). 


After passing his matriculation examination in 1944 from 
T. I. High School, Qadian, he joined Government College, 
Lahore and did his F. Sc there. In 1949 he joined Jammia 
Ahmadiyya, the seminary at Rabwah for training mission- 
aries. After graduating from it in 1956 with distinction he- 
went to England where he stayed upto October 1957. Here 
he got further education in the School of Oriental Studies, 
London University. He came back to Rabwah in October 
1957 and was put on some responsible posts in the Admins- 
trative structure of the Community. 


The Second Khalifa appointed him Nazim _ Irshad,, 
Wakfe Jadid and this institution made great strides under 
his guidance. In addition to it he worked as Naib Sadar 
Khuddamul Ahmadiyya from November 1960 to 1966. In. 
1961 he was made a member of Majlis Ifta, the Juristic 
Body of the Community responsible for exercising Ijtihad 
for determining the law in the light of the Islamic Shariah. 
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in matters not yet covered by it. From November 1966 to- 
November 1969 he was Sadar (President) of Majlis Khud-. 
damul Ahmadiyya, responsible for disciplining the 
Ahmadiyya youth. In January 1970 he was made a Director 
of Fazl-i-Umar Foundation. In 1980 he was appointed 
Patron of the Ahmadiyya Architects and Engineers’ Associa- 
tion. During this period he also wrote many valuable books 
on religious topics. 


He toured Europe, the US.A., and Canada in 1981. 
On June 10, 1981 he was elected the Fourth Caliph of the: 
Promised Messiah. 


Hazrat Khalifatul Masih in Europe. 


On his first tour of Europe as Khalifatul Masih, Hazrat: 
Mirza Tahir Ahmad left Rabwoh on July 28 and visiting 
Ahmadi missions in Norway, Sweden, Denmark, W. 
Germany, Switzerland, Spain, Holland and the U. K., he 
reached Rabwah on October 12. 1982. 


During this tour, besides meeting Ahmadis and instruct- 
ing them in the ways of earning the pleasure of God, he 
disseminated the message of Islam among Europeans by 
mixing with them freely in the receptions given in his 
honour, by holding press conferences and by answering 
questions evoked by his talks on several aspects of Islamic 
teachings. 


Inauguration of the Basharat Mosque in Spain. 


But the main event which made history and for which 
he had expressly undertaken this tour was the inauguration 
of the first Ahmadiyya mosque in Spain, which he perform- 
ed on September 10, 1982. 


This mosque, known as ‘Basharat Mosque, whose 
foundation stone was laid by his predecessor on October 9, 
1980, is situated in Pedro Abad, nearly 35 kilometers from 
Cordova, the famous city which for centuries had symboliz- 
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2d Islamic culture in Spain. It had produced men like Ibn 
Rushd, (the great Averroes), and illumined Europe, envelop- 
-ed in darkness at that time. 


The inauguration ceremony took place after the Friday 
Service. Nearly 2000 Ahmadis had flocked to Pedro Abad 
from all parts of the world to participate in it and to join 
the Khalifatul Masih in his prayers for re-instatement of 
Islam in the country. 


The residents of Pedro Abad and of its surroundings, 
men, women and children, the representatives of the Church 
too, had also assembled in the spacious compound of the 
‘mosque to witness the ceremony. 


In his inaugural address, Hazrat Khalifatul Masih first 
of all thanked God Almighty, Whose Providence had enabl- 
ed the Community to erect such a fine place for worship. 
Then he recalled the selfless services of Maulawi Karam 
Jlahi Zafar, the pioneer Ahmadiyya missionary in Spaia 
who along with other missionaries had done his job in extre- 
mely difficult conditions. In the days waen the Centre did 
not pay him anything, he would fend for himself by selling 
perfumes but would not let the preaching work suffer. 
Commending this spirit, Hazrat Khalifatul Masih said that 
all devotees should inculcate it in them. 


Recalling then the irreligiousnzss and atheism spread- 
ing in the West, he said that one mosque was just a drop 
in the ocean and the Community would have to build such 
countless mosques to take Europe back to God. He under- 
Jined the need of ofering more and more sacrifices in this 


In the evening he held a press conference in the com- 
pound of the mosque in which some 40 representatives of 
Press, Radio and Television participated. Its proceedings 
were widely published in the national press. Leading 
dailies like, La Voz Cordova ; Cordoba; El Pais. Madrid, 
besides splashing the news and pictures in fascinating head- 
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Jines and attractive captions wrote comprehensive editorials 
on the event introducing the history of the Movement. 


Breaking his home-bound journey at Lahore, he related 
the story of the inauguration to Ahmadis who had assem- 
bled to welcome him in the lawn of Brigadier Waqqi uz 
Zaman’s bungalow. He said that the event had bzen a 
great success. Expressing his pleasant surprise on the 
change of attitudes of Spanish people, he said that he had 
found them very hospitable and completely metamorphosed. 
They were known to be extremely intolerant to Islam, but 
he had found them deeply interested in it. Illustrating his 
point he related an incident. He said that on the day 
following the inauguration he had invited some Police offi- 
cers and the Mayor to tea. When on this occasion, having 
regard to their predilections, he wanted to indulge in small 
talk, they told him that they had expressly come to hear 
about Islam and about nothing else and asked him to give 
them as much information about it as possible. So he prea- 
ched Islam to them. Further he told his audience at Lahore 
that Maulawi Karam [lahi Zafar had intimated him ina 
letter that one of those officers had come to him and told 
him that he had becom:2 intensely inclined towards Islam. 
Hazrat Khalifatul Masih reached Rabwah on October 12. 


Schemes and Drives. 


1. Boyoot al-Hamd Scheme. 


In his Friday sermon on October 29, soon after his re- 
turn from Europe, Hazrat Khalifatul Masih launched a 
scheme for providing houses to poor people. He named it 
‘Boyoot al-Hamd Scheme’. Its Fund is known as ‘Boyoot 
al-Hamd Fund’. The motive behind it, as he explained in 
his Sermon was purely earning the pleasure of God and 
nothing else. It was to demonstrate practically the Com- 
munity’s thankfulness to God Almighty on its success im 
building and inaugurating the ‘Basharat Mosque’. 


Regarding the genesis of this scheme, he said that the 
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Basharat Mosque’s inauguration had been celebrated 
estatically by Ahmadis all over the world and with a 
longing in their heart to demonstrate their indebtedness 
to God in some tangible shape. This had set him 
thinking about some other ways in which the Community 
could display its gratitude palpably. He said that he 
had already taken some steps in Europe in this connection. 
Some work was to be done here at Rabwah and this scheme 
was the answer. | 


Hazur announced that he would personally contribute 
towards this project a sum of Rs. 10,000; also a sum of 
Rs. two lakh from the savings of the Sadar Anjaman 
Ahmadiyya, Pakistan, Rabwah. He moved the institutions. 
of the Community listed below to contribute towards this 
fund whatever they could afford. Tahriki Jadid, wakfe 
Jadid, Ansarullah, Khuddamul Ahmadiyya and Laina 
Imaillah. 


As regards Ahmadis in general, he directed that only 
such of them should contribute towards it who could hones- 
tly affirm before God that they were regularly paying their 
compulsory subscriptions according to the prescribed rates- 
He emphasised that those Ahmadis who did not come up to 
this mark must not subscribe even a penny to it. 


The Central Lajna Imaillah has contributed a sum of 
Rs. 25 thousand towards this Fund. Its branches all over 
the world are also contributing towards it. By the end of 
March 1683 a total sum of Rs. 11,04,413 had been received 
in cash towards this Fund and the amount of promises 
made towards it came to a sum of Rs. 3,14,647. 


Countering Orientalists’ Propaganda. 


Jn a sermon, apprising the Ccmmunity of the relentless 
propaganda carried on Ly orientalists against Islam, Hazrat 
Khalifatul Masih called upon Ahmedi scholars to counter 
it. He said that thousands of tooks were being written by 
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Western scholars debasing Islam on groundless allegations. 
It appeared that the motive before the authors was expressly 
to immunise Western people against it and to confuse and 
confound its followers. These writers, exploiting conveni- 
ently some data found in the writings of Muslim Ulama, 
claimed their own findings to be based on the Holy Quran 
and the Sunnah of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
God be on him) and so tried to delude their readers. 


Besides such books which were written exclusively to 
misrepresent Islam, there were a host of other books, writ- 
ten by historians, scientists, medical men, novelists and 
dramatists which, dealing mzinly with their relevant subject, 
bl tinctured here and there with heinous objections about 

slam. 


Hazrat Khalifatul Masih called upon Ahmadi scholars 
to take up this challenge and to answer the objections 
efiectively. He said that the work was colossal and attention 
should be paid to it commensurate to its immensity. He 
sa‘d that the first step was to collect the objections and to 
send the relewent cuttings or photostat copies of the material 
to the Centre where an appropriate reply shall be prepared. 


Tahrtki Jadid Fund Register No. 3. 


On November 5, 1982, Hazrat Khalifatul Masih in- 
augurated the New year of the Tahriki Jadid Fund Register 
No. 3. Making this announcement in his Friday sermon 
delivered in Masjid Aqsa he made Lajna Imaillah responsi- 
ble for its umplementation. 


He said that previously neither the number of subscri- 
bers to it nor the total contribution towards this Fund had 
been proportionate to the potential of the community in this 
seapext and diuected the Lajna to work hard and remove 
bth these shoricomings. 


Recalling the past history cf the Fund he said that it 
was varted in 1965 and © 17 years had elapsed on its incep- 
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tion. But the number of subscribers to it had remained 
very small i.e., hardly 5000. He said that if the ratio in 
which the community was increasing in its numbers was kept 
in view, the total number of contributors towards this Fund 
should come to say thirty or forty thousand persons. 


Appreciating the work of Lajna he said that whenever 
Lajna had undertaken some enterprise it had accomplished it 
by its hard work and outstripped the achievements of men. 
He hoped that it would work for this project also in the 
same spirit and make it a success. 


Lajna Imaillah to Preach Islam. 


Hazrat Khalifatul Masih IV directed Lajna Imaillah to 
organise preaching of Islam on a world wide scale. He was 
addressing its 22nd Ijtimaa (Gathering) held at Rabwah on 
October 16, 1982. Elucidating the need of such an enter- 
prise he said that without an active participation of all 
Ahmadi women in this crusade, our success in proselytising 
the whole world could not materialise. 


1. Under this scheme the Central Lajna would invite 
plans for preaching from all its branches in the world. 
Such plans must be worked out by the branches themselves. 
The Central Lajna, would however, co-operate with them 
and guide them in their formulation, but the plan must be 
framed by the branches concerned and must be based on 
their own evaluation of the conditions prevailing in their 
sphere of action. 


2. The branches will submit their plans to the Central 
Lajna (the branches outside Pakistan after getting them 
approved by their respective Amirs), who after pruning an 
consolidating them and getting them approved by Hazrat 
Khalifatul Masih, would enforce them in the world. 


3. Outlining some points to be kept in view in chalk- 
ing out such plans, Hazrat Khalifatul Masih observed ; 


(a) In addition to literature, the utllization of 
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vocal means like tape records and cassettes 
should also be incorporated in this scheme. 


(b) Tape records and cassettes will be prepared in 


the Centre and supplied from here to the 
various parts of the world according to their 
needs and as requisitioned by the branches 
concerned. 


4. These cassettes shall constitute: 


(a) 
(b) 


(c) 


\d) 


(e) 


(f) 


(g) 


(h) 


Selected verses of the Holy Quran. 


Selected Traditions of the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of God be on him). 


Events from the life of the Holy Prophet in- 
troducing his personality and character and 
bearing on moral and spiritual training of 
women. 


Events from the life of the companions of the 
Holy Prophet, of similar import. | 


Pronouncements of the Promised Messiah 
(peace on him), both from his prose and 
poetry bearing on the subject. 


Tape records and cassettes should also be 
prepared in the form of questions and answers 
on various topics relating to Tabligh work. 


Cassettes, etc., will be prepared in the langu- 
age in vogue in the countries for which they 
are required. An Urdu version will also be 
supplied, if necessary. 


These cassettes shall be prepared in the voice 
of the correct and clear reciters. So Lajna 
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branches should conduct a contest in Quran 
recitation and send samples of selected recita- 
tions to the Centre. 


5. Bringing out the importance of vocal devices 
Hazrat Khalifatul Masih said that they had many advan- 
tages over literature, like lesser cost and shorter time span 
needed for their production. 


Delineating the general policy to be observed by the 
prospective women preachers in the conduct of such plans, 
Hazrat Khalifatul Masih directed that the dictates of the 
Holy Quran and the Sunnah of the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of God be on him) must be strictly observed. 
He said that there should be nothing in their approach 
offensive to the dignity and modesty of womanhood. Full 
respect should be paid to the feelings and predilections of 
those ladies whom they wanted to preach. 


He observed that the maintenance of law and order was 
a matter of pride for all Ahmadis and our women preachers 
should preserve it at every cost. He emphasised that the 
whole plan should be conducted in a spirit of love and. 
amity. Even if the lady approached for Taligh would 
misbehave and revile any of our Ahmadi preacher, she 
should never retaliate, but should answer smilingly with 
prayers and good wishes. 


Hazrat Khalifatul Masih made the Central Lajna 
responsible for getting the whole plan approved by him 
regarding what did they want to achieve and by what means 
before enforcing it through their branches. 


Enforcement of Purdah. 


Addressing the Annual convention of Ahmadi ladies 
held at Rabwah on December 27, 1982, Hazrat Khalifatul 
Masih IV warned them to observe purdah properly other- 
Wise severe action would be taken against them. He told 
them plainly that the replacement of burga by a chaddar 
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devoid of its necessary complements could in no wise be 
equated with Islamic purdah, though it was fast becoming 
in vogue. 


He based his address on verses 31-32 of Sura Nur, a 
translation of which is set below : 


“Say to the believing men that they restrain their 
looks and guard their private parts. That is purer for 
them. Surely Allah is well aware of what they do. 
And say to the believing women that they restrain 
their looks and guard their private parts, and that they 
display not their beauty or their embellishment except 
that which is apparent thereof, and that they draw 
their head-coverings over their bosoms, and that they 
display not their beauty or their embellishment save to 
their husbands, or their sons, or the sons of their 
husbands, or their brothers, or the sons of their broth- 
ers, or the sons of their sisters, or women who are their 
companions, or those that their right hands possess, or 
such of male attendants as have no desire for women, 
or young children who have not yet attained knowledge 
of the hidden parts of women. And that they strike 
not their feet so that what they hide of their ornaments 
become known. And turn to Allah all together, 
O, believers, that you may prosper. (24: 31-32). 


Referring to these verses, he said that they contained 
detailed instructions regarding Islamic purdah and deplored 
the fact that one of the misfortunes which had presently 
befallen the Muslim world was its abandonment. 


He told the congregation that in many countries Muslim 
women had forsaken purdah and in some of them it had 
been declared unlawful and its observers branded as culp- 
able. This was happening in countries which were tradi 
tionally known as custodians of Islam, but now not content 
with disobeying the Quranic injunctions they were Mis- 
interpreting its ordinances quite reversely. 
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Referring to Ahmadi ladies in this perspective, he 
remarked that they constituted the only hope in this matter 
and that they should declare war against this growing. 
irreligious tendency. But, he observed that some Ahmadi 
women also were succumbing to this weakness and forsak- 
ing purdah. He warned them that if they persisted in their 
error they would be severely dealt with. 


Taking the question whether Chadar could be relied 
upon as a means for observing purdah, he said that it could 
be so used provided it fulfilled the ccnditions pertaining to 
purdah. Explaining this point further, he said that if the 
chadar was worn only as a piece of adornment which would 
slip down to her shoulders when a woman was confronting 
strangers but would be tightiy secured on her head and 
face when she was in the presence of her kith and kin, 
then it would be merely a travesty of purdah and nothing 
else. 


But if the chadar was drawn down from the head to 
the face and covered it fully on both its left and right sides. 
and the woman stirred out of her home without making any 
embellishments and was fully observant of feminine modesty 
and dignity, then the use of chadar would be quite in 
conformity with the demands of Islamic purdah. Such a 
purdah was already in vogue in villages and was quite 
in order. Women go out to the farms taking food for their 
husbands or to wells for bringing water for the household. 


Quoting the Promised Messiah as authority, Hazrat 
Khalifatul Masih said that this sort of purdah was also 
good for European women to practise. He said that 
Western women had involved themselves deeply in the 
economic affairs of their society and had to go out of their 
homes for fulfilling their obligations in this respect. He 
said that if such a woman would observe purdah as described 
above she would be taken to have complied with the Islamic 
injunctions about it. 


Continuing he said that there was another kind of 
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purdah which was more strict than that already detailed. 
In it besides abstaining from adornments a woman was. 
required to cover her face more securely. 


Quoting the Promised Messiah and his first two succes- 
sors as authority, Hazrat Khalifatul Masih said that this 
sort of purdah was to be observed by women belonging to 
affluent society. These women had no economic worries 
and nothing to do but to spend money and be happy. If 
such women must stir out of their homes they must desist 
from doing any make up and must observe strict sort of 
purdah. The conditions of society were very corrupt and 
it was in their own interest and to safeguard them from an 
attack of lustful looks that such a purdah should be: 
observed. 


Comparing burqa and chadar as means of observing’ 
purdah, he said that the former device was more comfort- 
able to wear and better suited to observe the right sort of 
purdah. If chadar was adopted by some women instead of 
burqa, it would have to be seen that no Islamic injunction 
about purdah was ignored. If they were complied with. 
then there would be no objection to its use. 


Elaborating further the utility of burga, he said that 
it had been in vogue in the family of the Promised Messiah 
(peace on him) generations after generations. The women- 
folk of this blessed family had worn it invariably at Qadian 
and it had never hindred their multifarious activities. They 
had gone for shooting and hunting, indulged in sports, 
enjoyed strolling and acquired best possible education and 
burga had not stood in their way. 


Continuing he said that now if any member of this 
blessed family went out with chadar on her instead of burqa 
and the chadar dropped on her shoulders, this would never 
be accepted as Islamic purdah. He stressed that this was 
a wrong use of chadar and constituted a flagrant rejection 
of Islamic values of life. : 
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He said that this tendency must be vigorously checked 
‘up in whichever family it was found germinating, otherwise 
the coming generations might resort to singing and dancing 
and go to such lengths in immodest ways of life that it 
‘would become very hard to reclaim them: 


Deploring the fact that women in some sections of 
-society had depraved themselves to such an extent that they 
walked about almost naked. He said that a lady converted 
to Ahmadiyyat from such a society would be deemed to 
have observed purdah if she wore a chadar and did not 
-cover her face. But she must avoid embellishing herself 
‘when going out of home and also observe modesty and 
integrity which were the real adornments of a woman. The 
‘fact of her coming from such society which had not the 
east conception of Islamic purdah must be given due 
‘regard. . . 


Elucidating the point further he said that the require- 
‘ments of purdah would be different in different circum- 
-stances. For instance purdah enjoined upon the wives of 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of God be on them) 
was quite distinct from the purdah enforced on other women. 
As their practice constituted an example for the rest of 
‘Ummah they were required to be more strict in observance 
-of purdah. So they were commanded accordingly to keep in 
their houses and not to stir out except for some compelling 
need. When coming out they had to cover themselves 
eek This was to secure their sanctity against sinful 
looks. 


Stressing the need of observing purdah properly he 
said that the moral conditions of people were deteriorating 
everywhere. Immodesty was rife. In these circumstances 
if the institution of purdah was not maintained properly, 
young girls would be in grave danger of drifting into 
evil ways. 


He said that some cases had recently occurred in 
which one or two Ahmadi girls living in the U.S.A., had 


allen into bad ways and their parents had been helpless in 
retrieving them. The parents had then realized the impor- 
tance of purdah but no good could come of being wise after 
the event. 


Addressing Ahmadi ladies he called upon them to 
realise their obligations and responsibilities devolving upon 
them in virtue of their pledge of bai’at. He said that they 
had all pledged themselves to act according to the teachings 
of Islam. It were indeed they through whom God Almighty 
intended to regenerate Islam and revive its values of life. 


Concluding his sermon he said that if an Ahmadi lady, 
‘did not fulfil her obligations regarding purdah and in no 
way was ready to mend herself, then, though it would be 
very painful for him, he would not hesitate in taking severe 
action against her. 


Our last words are ‘All praise belongs to Allah, the 
Lord of all the worlds.’ 


+ ge ‘ 
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APPENDIX I 
Associations and Institutions 


The Ahmadiyya Community has local, provincial and 
‘some regional centres all over the world. 


The Central Headquarters pending restoration of 
Qadian, is at Rabwah, (Distt. Jhang, Punjab, Pakistan) 
where the Khalifatul Masih lives along with his advisers, 
secretaries and assistants. 


A number of institutions or associations with head- 
quarters at Rabwah exist to promote the cause of Missionary 
Islam under the auspices of the Imam or Khalifatul 


Masih. 


The central association, also the oldest, is called, the 
Sadar Anjuman Ahmadiyya. It administers the affairs of 
the Jamaat in Pakistan. Its present (1983) President is 
Mirza Mansur Ahmad. 


Majlis-i-Mushawarat : (Delegates Conference). Meets 
annually. Discusses matters of finance, also schemes 
of education and missionary projects of all the central 
associations and institutions of the Jamaat. Its sessions 
are presided over by the Khalifatul Masih and deci- 


sions taken by him. 


Other associations and institutions : 

Tabrik Jadid: looks after the problems of Islamic 
missions abroad. The present (1983) President is 
Mirza Mubarak Ahmad, 
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Wagf Jadid: Takes care of the Islamic work done in 
Pakistan villages. Shaikh Muhammad Ahmad Mazher 
is Chairman and Maulawi Allah Bakhash is its. 
Nazim-i-Irshad. 


Majlis Ansarullah : Members are elders of the commu- 
nity, ages forty or above. Object is to promote discip- 
line, education and affiliation with the general cause. 
Provides useful occupation for the old, useful for 
themselves and the cause. 


The present (1983) Chairman is Ch. Hamidullah. 


Majlis Khuddamul Ahmadiyya : Members are males, 
ages 15 to 40. 


Object is to promote discipline and love of devoted 
service. 


Present Chairman, Mr. Mahmud Ahmad. 


Majlis Atfalul Ahmadiyya: Association of boys of 
between 8 and 14, functions under the care of the asso- 
ciation of the grown ups described above. 


Lajna Imaillah : Association of females in the Com- 
munity, the ages 16 or above, takes care of the educa- 
tion of girls and women. Meets every year at Rabwah. 
Local associations also keep meeting. Its present 
(1983) President is Syeda Maryam Siddiga, widow of 
Hazrat Khalifatul Masih II. 


Nasiratul Ahmadiyya : Association of female members 
of the community between ages 8 to 15. Functions 
under the care of the Lajna. 


Fazl-i-Umar Foundation: Executes the schemes igitiat- 
ed by Hazrat Khalifatul Masih II. The present (1983) 
Chairman is Chaudhry Muhammad Zafrulla Khan. 
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Majlis Ifta: Juristic Body, constituted by Khalifatuls 
Masih to exercise Jjtihad and to find out what is the 
law according to the Islamic Shariah regarding issues. 
peculiar to modern times, not covered by Muslim Jurists. 
already. The present (1983) Chairman is Sheikh 
Muhammad Ahmad Mazhar and Malik Saifur Rahman. 
is Secretary. 


Annual [jtimaa : 


Apart from the Annual Gatherings (Jalsa Salana) held: 
in the last week of December, Ijtimaa, i.e., meetings of the: 
Ansarullah, Khuddamul Ahmadiyya and Lajna Imai’llah. 
Associations have also become a regular annual feature.. 
These meetings are held at Rabwah usually in October or 
November every year. Highly educative programmes are 
observed. Teachings of the Holy Quran and the Traditions. 
of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of God be on him) 
are explained. Extracts from the writings of the Promised 
Messiah bearing on social, moral and spiritual subjects are- 
read. Hazrat Khalifatul Masih graces the meetidgs with. 
his presence and discourses. . 7 


APPENDIX If 


LAJNA IMAILLAH 
(AHMADI LADIES’) PLEDGE 
AASHHADO AN LAILAHA ILLALLAHO WAHDAHU 
LA SHARIKA LAHU WA ASHHADO ANNA 
MUHAMMADAN ABDOHU WA RASULOHU 


I bear witness that there is no God but Allah, the One, 
‘without any partner. And I bear witness that Muhammad 
is His servant and his Messenger. 


I solemnly affirm that I will keep myself ready to sacri- 
‘fice my life, property, time and children for the sake of my 
faith and my nation. I will always adhere to truth and 
-Maintenance of Ahmadiyya Khilafat. 


APPENDIX Ill 
NASIRAT al-AHMADIYYA 
(AHMADI GIRLS’) PLEDGE 
-ASHHADO AN LAILAHA ILLALLAHO WAHDAHuU 
LA SHARIKA LAHU WA ASHHADO ANNA 
MUHAMMADAN ABDOHU WA RASULOHU 
I bear witness that there is no God but Allah, the One, 


‘without any partner. And I bear witness that Muhammad 
is His servant and His Messenger. 


I solemnly promise that I will keep myself alwa» 
.teady to serve Islam, my nation and my country and aly 
~adhere to truth. 
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APPENDIX IV 


-ANSARULLAH 
(AHMADI ELDERS’) PLEDGE 
ASHHADO AN LAILAHA ILLALLAHO WAHDAHU 
LA SHARIKA LAHU WA ASHHADO ANNA 
MUHAMMADAN ABDOHU WA RASULOHU 


I bear witness that there is no God but Allah, the One, 
without any partner. And J bear witness that Muhammad 
is His servant and His Messenger. 


I solemnly affirm that with the help of God Almighty J 
| will keep working to my last breath for the strength and 
| propagation of Islam and Ahmadiyya and for the preserva- 
| tion and maintenance of the institution of Khilafat and will 

keep ready for offering any’ sacrifice in this cause. I will 
always exhort my children tc keep joined to Khilafat. : 


—— eed ee 


APPENDIX V — 


KHUDDAMUL AHMADIYYA 
(AHMADIYYA YOUTH’s) PLEDGE 
ASHHADO AN LAILAHA ILLALLAHO WAHDAHU 
LA SHARIKA LAHU WA ASHHADO ANNA 
MUHAMMADAN ABDOHU WA RASULOHU 


I bear witness that there is no God but Allah, the One, 
without any partner. And I bear witness that Muhammad 
is His servant and His Messenger. 


I solemnly promise that I will be ready to sacrifice my 
life, property, time, and honour for my faith, nation and 
my community. Similarly I will keep ready for sacrificing 
everything dear to me for the preservation of the institution 
of Ahmadiyya Khilafat. 


Whatever just decision is taken by the Khalifa in office 
I will consider it essential to abide by it. (God willing) 
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APPENDIX VI 
ATFAL al-AHMADIYYA 
(AHMADI BOYS’) PLEDGE 
ASHHADO AN LAILAHA ILLALLAHO WAHDAHU 
LA SHARIKA LAHU WA ASHHADO ANNA 
MUHAMMADAN ABDOHU WA RASULOHU 


I bear witness that there is no God but Allah, the One, 
without any partner. And I bear witness that Muhammad 
is His servant and His. Messenger. 


J solemnly promise that I will keep myself always 
ready to serve Jslam and Ahmadiyyat, my nation and my 
country. I will always speak the truth and earnestly endeav- 


our - act upon all the commands of Hazrat Khalifatul 
asih. 
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